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Dear Church Family, 

 What are you grateful for?  Today, I am grateful to God in Jesus 
Christ for salvation, calling, and birth of His Church in the world.  I am  
also grateful for a man by the name of Henry Smith who penned the song 
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” which, in the 1980’s, Christian      
contemporary singer Dan Moen made popular.   

“Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy one, 

give thanks for He’s given Jesus Christ His Son…” 

This song reminds me to live daily practicing an attitude of gratitude.  I 
am certain you, like me, are very grateful for what God has blessed you 
with.  I also know you, like me, are very grateful for all who make up 
Grove UMC and Grove’s ministries.  Those who provide financial support, 
prayers, witness, physical labors and use of spiritual gifts make possible 
the ministries of our church.  In this past year, because of your faithful-
ness and grateful giving, God has accomplished these following ministries 
through Grove UMC: 

NURTURE 
Families First   Contemplative Prayer Group 
Nursery   Holy Week Services 
Sunday School  Advent Services 
Bible Studies   Safe Sanctuary 
Awarding of Bibles  Altar Guild, Ushers,  
UMWF   Saturday Meals to Members 
Gardeners in the Grove Acolytes, Counters 
Worship Tech Team  Wedding Guild  

From the Desk of  
Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson Angle, minister 

http://groveumcradford.com


(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1) 

OUTREACH      WITNESS 
Thanksgiving Dinner     Easter Egg Hunt    
Flood Relief (UMCOR)    Trunk or Treat 
Radford Clothing Bank    Graduation Celebration 
Community Table     Feeding RHS Football Team 
Music Ministry     Worship in the Park 
Elf Shelf Volunteers     Virtual Worship Service 
To Our House     Grove Greeter Newsletter 
       Grove Website and other Social Media 
       Grove reps to New River District  
       Grove reps to Holston Conference 

 As I look toward the future, I am also grateful for those who have agreed to serve in        
leadership of Grove’s ministries in 2023. There is still one Grove ministry leader we are waiting for 
God to raise up.  That is Grove’s Missions Chair.  While we wait, we pray and trust God with that 
position, that ministry, and with the future of our church.    

 In closing, I invite you to practice with me during the month of November an attitude of 
gratitude.  As we do so, let us consider Psalm 139 (TPT).  Will you make this your prayer for you 
and for Grove UMC?  

Lord you know everything there is to know about Grove. 
You perceive every movement of Grove’s heart and soul,  
and you understand Grove’s every thought before it even enters Grove’s mind. 
You are so intimately aware of Grove, Lord.   
You read Grove’s heart like an open book,  
and you know all the words Grove speaks before she even starts a sentence!  
You know every step Grove will take before Grove’s journey even begins.   
You’ve gone into Grove’s future to prepare the way,  
and in kindness you follow behind Grove to spare her from the harm of Grove’s past.  You 
have laid your hand on Grove!   
This is just too wonderful, deep, and incomprehensible!   
Your understanding of Grove United Methodist Church brings us wonder and strength. 
Amen. 
 

In Christ’s abiding love, 
 

Pastor Jan 

  

November Sermon Series  
 

Living Gratefully in Today’s World  
 

11/06 Grateful to do God’s Work  

11/20 Grateful to Belong to Jesus 

11/27 Grateful for God’s House 



 

Highlights From the Ministries Board 
      

Grove UMC Ministries Board met October 13, 2022.  Susan Lesko reported for Missions 

presenting on the Community Thanksgiving Dinner plans.  She indicated that this year we 

would see an increase in the cost of this dinner due to increased prices.  Each year this 

dinner serves hundreds in our community and takes an all hands on deck church effort.  

Assistance with helping to set up for Elf Shelf was also reported.  Appreciation for Susan’s 

leadership of this event and of missions was shown by the Board. 

Pastor Jan reported for Education Ministry sharing that Families First met the first Sunday 

in October making plans to participate in Grove’s Trunk or Treat with the Wesley Students 

October 29th.  Their next planned Families First gathering will be Sunday November 9th 

following worship.  A report update was received regarding Cub Scout Pack 46 as they are 

making plans to move their charter to another church at the end of the year.  A new 

spiritual growth opportunity is being offered by Barry Anderson’s Contemplative Prayer 

group that meets Thursday evenings.  Educational opportunities continue to grow with 

regular participation in the O’Donnell class and two opportunities (in-person and via 

Zoom) to engage in the Revelation Bible Study. 

Assistance is still needed to help set up the Chrismon Tree the week before Advent 

(Thanksgiving week).  There was more discussion regarding the purchase of a new tree for 

the sanctuary.  Terica Fisher was going to speak with her husband, Tommy regarding 

condition and size of the current tree.  It was also mentioned that Delores Smith was 

going to check with a local florist on pricing. 

The Altar Guild will again provide poinsettias to be placed around the altar for Christmas. 

Pastor Jan reported the Advent/Christmas calendar which will be published in the 

bulletins, on the church website and in the December Grove Greeter. 

 OUR PASTOR IS AVAILABLE                                   

either at Wesley or Grove during the following hours 

 

Wesley Student Center at Radford University   

Wednesdays 10:30 am—3:30 pm 

Grove United Methodist Church 

Thursdays and Fridays, 9 am - 1:00 pm                         

or by appointment  



 Opportunities to Grow  
 

Adult Bible Study is held on Sundays at 9:15 am in the O’Donnell Classroom. 

Facilitated by Wayne Pridgen. 

 

Revelation Study  

Thursdays 

In-person 9:00 am -10:30 am  

Online  12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 

 

This is a weekly chapter by chapter study   

Facilitator:  Pastor Jan 

Two options: in-person at Grove or 

 virtual via Zoom. 

Families First  
November 6th after worship 

Program:  Winging It 

This month we will have wings for lunch! 

 Join us! 
 

A ministry for families with children from birth to 18 years of age. This ministry group meets 

the first Sunday of every month after 10 am worship.  Find support, grow your faith,  fellow-

ship, play, and engage in ministry together.  

Bringing the Message Sunday, November 13th  
10 am Worship 

 

Mitzi Sadler-Thorne 

Mitzi Sadler-Thorne became a Deaconess in May 2020 in the United Methodist 

Church. She attends the First United Methodist Church in Narrows, Virginia where 

she is currently the Lay Leader. She is currently the president of the New River      

District United Women in Faith where she says she has met so many wonderful      

ladies. Sadler-Thorne is a special education teacher at a middle school in Mercer 

County, West Virginia. She lives in Giles County, Virginia with her family. She has     

attended women's meetings with her mother as long as she can remember, and her 

mother has been instrumental in her passion to serve women, youth, and children. 



We are beginning to set up usher teams for 2023 and invite          

additional persons to serve in this vital role for our in-person, 10 am 

worship service. The duties of the ushers are easy yet essential to 

the flow of the service. Ushers should arrive no later than 9:30 am to perform a few           

pre-service functions, greet worshipers, and distribute materials for the service. Ushers also 

collect tithes and contributions and interact with worshipers as they leave after the service. 

We currently have four rotating teams, so each team will serve three months in the entire 

year. If there are times that you might be away during one of your months, there are always 

others who will fill in as needed. If you are interested in becoming an usher, please contact 

Bob Boggess (rboggess@radford.edu, 540-577-7760) or the church office. 

 Usher Into Your New Role in 2023 

BECOME AN ELF 
Every year, Grove hosts Elf Shelf, Radford's Christmas      

distribution for families and children. This year, it will resume 

its pre-pandemic format in which families will shop for gifts for 

their children. We seek five volunteers to assist families on 

Saturday, December 3rd, from 10 am - 1 pm. If you are        

interested, please call or text Susan Lesko at (540) 449-1968 

or email at susan.lesko20@gmail.com.  

 Opportunities to Serve  

Volunteers are needed to deliver the 

meals to Grove members from   

Community Table on these dates:  

Saturday, November 5th, 12th, and 

26th. Contact Martee Buchanan 

(540) 230-3194 or   

mtbuchan@gmail.com. 



Give a Helping Hand 

this Thanksgiving 

Help Grove UMC’s Missions Team       

prepare, serve or deliver meals to our 

community on Thanksgiving Day.  If 

you are interested, please call or text 

Susan Lesko at (540) 449-1968 or 

email  susan.lesko20@gmail.com. You 

can also sign up to volunteer or to 

provide a homemade dessert in the 

narthex.  Community Thanksgiving is 

an annual tradition at Grove. This will 

be our 18th year offering our         

community a Thanksgiving meal. We 

will plan to serve 300 meals as we did 

last year. We plan to follow the same 

COVID protocols used in the previous two years. This means our meal will be 

drive-thru pickup.  Please call the church office and let Dana know you need a 

meal delivered.  If you cannot volunteer you can donate funds or sponsor a meal.  

Due to inflation, the cost of food has increased.  We  estimate the price will be 

$7.00. A $22.00 donation will help us feed three people on Thanksgiving Day. 

Make your contributions payable to Grove UMC and write Community          

Thanksgiving on the memo line. We appreciate your support.  

Upcoming Meetings 

 
Administrative 

 Board Meeting  

Tuesday, Nov. 8th  

 6 pm via Zoom 

Staff Meeting 

Friday, Nov. 4th  

at 12:45 pm 

Fellowship Hall 



 

Spots Still Available  to Join in Prayer for  

The Southeast Jurisdictional  

Conference of the UMC  

Meeting Nov 2- 4, 2022 

 

There are still spots left to be a part of the prayer 
vigil for the Southeast Jurisdictional Conference 
meeting this week. Please consider signing up 
for one of the open spots in order that Grove UMC may help cover in prayer our UMC SEJ 
Conference as they discern the election of new UMC bishops who will serve in the SEJ. Pastor 
Jan is signed up and will be praying from 3:00-3:30 pm Thursday. 

Please be in prayer as we and the SEJ Conference of The United Methodist Church enter 

into this time of holy conferencing. For more information on the SEJ conference proceedings 

and episcopal nominees: https://www.sejumc.org. 

Small Church Changemakers 

 
By Annette Spence, Editor 

 The Call October 21, 2022 

 

“We’re just a small church.” How many times a year do I hear that? It sounds like an apology. 

Yet often when I hear that phrase from a member, it’s because a congregation that’s few in 

numbers but mighty in mission has caught our attention. 

A majority of our 842 local United Methodist churches in Holston Conference are             

small-membership churches, of course – most under 100, many under 50. Average worship 

attendance, especially after the COVID-19 pandemic, may be even lower. 

I recently covered the United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network’s annual meeting in 

West Virginia. I opened up the program, and boy, was I was proud to see that half of the local 

churches keeping this organization alive financially are our small Holston churches! 

This week, fellow communications staff Ben Smith and I visited a small church that will blow 

your mind in the way they have overcome challenges and rallied a handful of members to 

make a huge impact in their community. (Video coming soon.) I’m grateful for all the small 

churches in Holston that remind us to stay the course when it’s easy to get distracted from 

the mission. Keep those great stories coming! 

 



Trunk or Treat Fun! 

 
 

Grove and the Wesley Student Center at Radford University came together on October 

29th to host a Trunk or Treat for about 300 Radford community children. Pictured above 

is one third Grove Adults, one third Wesley at Radford University Students and one third 

Grove children and youth. 



      Please Remember in your Prayers 

 
Becky Ritter 

Sterling Tyndall 
Carolee Bondurant 
Those homebound  

Those in assisted living 
Peace in Ukraine  

United Methodist Church 

Chris Dunn 
Bob Surber 

David Powell 
Shannon Nelson 
Daniel Lambert 
Pattie Crawford 
Mary Kate Kidd 

Amy Black 
Diane Pryor 

 

Jim & Sonya Nicely 
Renie Price 
Mildred Wall 

Doug Fitzpatrick 
Tony Lambert 
Joan Lambert 
Nahid Mirlohi  

Delores Smith 
Geneta Kidd 

 

 

 

A memorial gift was given to Grove UMC by Amanda J. Martin 

 in memory of Frank Osborne. 

Two memorial gifts were given by anonymous donors 

 in memory of Frank Osborne. 

GROVE UMC CHARGE CONFERENCE 

November 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm 

5569 Floyd Highway, S. Willis, VA 24380 

Grove UMC will join other churches in the area for a Cluster Charge Conference. 

Charge Conference is the annual reporting, review, and evaluation of the total mission 

and ministry of a local church/charge.  Members of Grove’s Administrative Board 

should plan to attend. All are invited to attend as we come together to celebrate what 

God has accomplished through our churches in 2022 and anticipate what God will do 

in 2023. 

Welcome Grove’s New Members 

Rev. Dr. Joe and Peggy Borden 

 

Grove’s chancel choir director, Rev. Dr. Joe Borden and his 

wife, Peggy were brought into membership at Grove UMC on 

Sunday, October 30, 2022. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3                                        

Revelation Study                   

In-person 9am,       

Online 12:30 pm                                               

4 

Staff Meeting  

12:45 pm 

5 

6                                       

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                     

10:00 am Worship    

11:00 am Families First 

7 8                 

ELECTION DAY-

OFFICES 

CLOSED           

Admin Brd 

Meeting  6 pm 

Zoom 

9 10                                 

Revelation Study          In-

person 9am,               

Online 12:30 pm                     

11 12 

13                                  

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                     

10:00 am Worship                 

Mitzi Sadler-Thorne brings 

the message.                    

14 15 16 17                                              

Revelation Study                     

In-person 9am,       

Online 12:30 pm                     

18 19 

20                                 

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                     

10:00 am Worship               

21 22 23 24                           

Thanksgiving Community 

Dinner 

OFFICES CLOSED                     

25 26 

27                                       

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                     

10:00 am Worship               

28 29 30    

Radford/Floyd Cluster  

Charge Conference 

November 10th 

7:00 pm, Willis UMC  

NOVEMBER  

2022 

Don’t Forget to Fall Back 1 Hour 


