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From the Desk of  
Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson Angle, minister 

Dear Grove UMC Family, 

June was a busy month with end of school, United Methodist Annual  
Conferences, and our slide into summer.  Many of our ministry activities have 
included: 
• Celebrating the accomplishments of Grove’s high school and higher        

education graduates.  
• Bidding goodbye to our RCPS Pre-K family and celebrating with them as 

they return to their new renovated home at McHarg Elementary. 
• Beginning to dream and discern what God may be inviting us into as      

we are evaluating the use of Grove’s lower level education wing. 
• Continuing to seek three paid nursery attendants to serve Sunday       

mornings during our 10 am worship service and additional opportunities  
as needed. 

• Following United Methodist Annual Conference proceedings as we         
continue to navigate our way toward the future God has planned for us.  
During Holston’s Annual Conference, while theological and polity        
differences abide, I was glad to see the desire toward honoring the dignity 
of one other.  As John Wesley said, “Although we may not all think alike, 
let us love alike.”  And as our Holston Conference bishop, Debra Wallace-
Padgett reminded us, “it is always the right time to make disciples.” Please 
see the articles and links provided in this month’s Greeter for more infor-
mation on Annual Conference. 

• Taking a deep breath and leaning even closer into God, as we pray for and 
watch the decisions being made by our nation’s leaders.  The most recent 
decision to overturn Roe Vs Wade has led to questions among our Grove 
family on where  we, as United Methodists, stand on the issue of abortion.  
Please find in this month’s Greeter the statement from our United      
Methodist Social Creed.  

http://groveumcradford.com
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• Giving God thanks as we plan on welcoming our new choir director, Rev Dr. Joseph       
Borden and his wife, Peggy. Look for Joe’s bio in the Greeter and help us welcome both 
Joe and Peggy during the month of July   

As I consider the roller coaster of emotions I have experience in the last month, I recall the 
opening words of Charles Dicken’s a Tale of Two Cities; 

 “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was 
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of 
despair.” 

And then I turn to God’s Word that reminds us that in all things God is present with us and 
will work things toward good for his children (Romans 8:28).  Our episcopal leader, Bishop 
Debra Wallace-Padgett said it correctly, “It is always the right time to make disciples.”  
 May this be Grove’s motto as we continue faithfully together in ministry. 

     Shalom, 
     Pastor Jan 

 
A detailed summary of Holston’s Annual Conference can be read here:  

 

https://www.holston.org/article/wrap-up-report-2022-annual-conferene-
16523291 

 

A recap video can be viewed at ac.holston.org  
or on Youtube at https://youtu.be/o2bjMmTcKWQ 

2016 The Book of Discipline of the UMC  
Social Principles 
Abortion ¶161 K  

 
 The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of   
human existence. While individuals have always had some degree of control over 
when they would die, they now have the awesome power to determine when and 
even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the sanctity of unborn human 
life makes us reluctant to approve abortion.  
 But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of 
the mother and the unborn child. 
 We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in 
such cases we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures 
by certified medical providers. We support parental, guardian, or other responsible 
adult notification and consent before abortions can be performed on girls who have  
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   Want to Talk? 

   Contact Pastor Jan at 540-639-2807 ext 2                                 

   and leave a confidential message  

(Continued from page 2 Abortion ¶161 K ) 
 

not yet reached the age of legal adulthood. We cannot affirm abortion as an             
acceptable means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender 
selection or eugenics (see Resolution 3184).  
 We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-
birth abortion) and call for the end of this practice except when the physical life of the 
mother is in danger and no other medical procedure is available, or in the case of severe 
fetal anomalies incompatible with life. This procedure shall be performed only by certified 
medical providers. Before providing their services, abortion providers should be required 
to offer women the option of anesthesia. 
 We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of 
conditions that may cause them to consider abortion. We entrust God to provide 
guidance, wisdom, and discernment to those facing an unintended pregnancy. 
 The Church shall offer ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies. We commit 
our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a 
pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. 
 We mourn and are committed to promoting the diminishment of high abortion 
rates. The Church shall encourage ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies such as 
comprehensive, age-appropriate sexuality education, advocacy in regard to 
contraception, and support of initiatives that enhance the quality of life for all women and 
girls around the globe. 
 Young adult women disproportionately face situations in which they feel that they 
have no choice due to financial, educational, relational, or other circumstances beyond 
their control. The Church and its local congregations and campus ministries should be in 
the forefront of supporting existing ministries and developing new ministries that help 
such women in their communities. They should also support those crisis pregnancy 
centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women explore all 
options related to unplanned pregnancy. We particularly encourage the Church, the 
government, and social service agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. 
(See ¶ 161L.) We affirm and encourage the Church to assist the ministry of crisis 
pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women 
find feasible alternatives to abortion. 
 Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the 
informed Christian conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be 
made only after thoughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, with 
medical, family, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel. 



 

Welcome Grove UMC’s New Choir Director 

Rev. Dr. Joe Borden 

Joe Borden was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, with his two brothers, Ken and Ben. He 

attended the Brookhaven Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) where he made his            

profession of faith. Joe graduated from Cross Keys High School in DeKalb County and then 

graduated from the University of Georgia with a bachelor’s degree in music education. After 

teaching a year in South Georgia, Joe spent four years on active duty with the U.S Army. 

Following his honorable discharge from the military, he taught public school music in Middle 

Georgia for four years. Receiving a call to full-time ministry and being ordained, Joe entered 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he earned the Doctor of Musical Arts.  

He then served a Southern Baptist Church in Blacksburg, VA, for eleven years. Following 

this, Joe reentered public school music teaching in Tennessee for twenty-two years. At the      

University of Georgia, in a percussion methods class, Joe met Peggy, his wife of fifty-one 

years. They have two children, Robyn and Benjamin, and five grandsons. When his     

daughter and son-in-law moved to New Hampshire in 2017, Joe and Peggy moved with 

them. For the past five years, he taught music in middle school and served as the part-time 

choir director for First United Methodist Church, Manchester, NH. His daughter and son-in-

law recently moved back to Blacksburg, bringing Joe and Peggy back to Virginia. 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to our church members who are serving as nursery volunteers.  

The sharing of your gifts to love, nurture, and teach the youngest mem-

bers of our Grove family is much appreciated.  If you are at least 18 years 

of age and interested in volunteering, please contact the church office. 

 

To maintain continuity in the nursery, Grove also seeks to employ three 

Sunday nursery attendants. If you, or someone you know, is interested, 

please see Delores Smith, SPRC Chair, or Pastor Jan. 

Our Nursery is Open 
Sunday Mornings  

Located in the Education Wing 

Baptism 
On June 19th, Grove UMC Family  

 Welcomed their newest baptized member    

Camden Lee Hahl,  

son of David and Jaimie Hahl. 



 

Grove’s Ministry Board met June 23 with six people in attendance: Susan Boggess,      

Martee Buchanan, Susan Lesko, Cathy Radford, Carolyn Wojtera, and Jan Nicholson     

Angle (Pastor).  

The meeting was held in Groves lower level education wing. The participants spent time 

engaged in scripture reflection and “Walking Sacred Space,” an appreciative process      

designed to help us evaluate and begin dreaming what ministries God may be inviting 

Grove to birth in this now, unused space.   

Dana DeHart, Jean Carson, Bob and Susan Boggess, Betsy Hagan and Martee Buchanan, 

among others, were given thanks for their work in bringing together Grove and Radford  

City Public Schools to provide educational space for the RCPS Pre-K program. As of June, 

the RCPS pre-K has vacated the lower level and will return to their educational home at 

McHarg Elementary. 

Education Work Area reported that the O’Donnell adult class continues to meet at 9:15 am 

on Sunday mornings for Sunday school. Other educational opportunities continue during 

the week. A new Bible study and Confirmation Class are being planned for the fall. 

Worship Work Area reported the much anticipated July arrival of Rev Dr Joseph Borden 

and his wife Peggy. Joe will be serving as Grove’s new choir director. Praise was offered to 

Libby for her outstanding job as serving as interim choir director. 

Hospitality Work Area no report. 

Missions Work Area reported on Grove’s serving for Community Table in June. The         

upcoming Community Table months are August, October and December. A Vendor Fair    

is still being explored for the fall. The Thanksgiving Dinner will be planned for November. 

Communications Work Area asked that Grove leaders and members send pictures and 

church ministry announcements to both Dana Watson (Church Administrative Assistant)    

at groveumcsecretary@gmail.com and Carolyn Wojtera (Grove Communications) at 

cwojtera@gmail.com. This announcement has been requested to be placed in the Greeter 

and the bulletin on a regular basis. 

Other Summer and Fall Plans include: 

• July 31st Worship and Picnic in the Park – Grove will provide chicken and drinks.      

Everyone is invited to bring a side dish that can withstand the summer heat.  Volunteers 

will be needed for set up and take down 

• October (date TBA) Trunk or Treat Fall Festival will be planned in conjunction with     

students at Wesley 

The next meeting Ministries board meeting is in August, date and time is TBA. The meeting 

was adjourned with prayer.    

From the Ministries Board 



 

 

 I was honored to be Grove’s substitute lay member delegate and first-time participant in 
the Holston Annual Conference. When I entered the hall for the orientation of the new laity, 
I was surprised to see the intimacy of the hall. Later in the evening service, I was hit right in 
“the face and ears with awesome sounds of music and praise! I was told by Susan Lesko 
that the music was awesome, and would be a highlight. She was so right, as I experienced 
it over and over throughout the conference.                                                                                                                                    
 

That evening, Bishop Wallace-Padgett gave her opening 
remarks which became the takeaway phrase of the       
conference. It is always the right season to make disciples. 

I was privileged to see the ordination of new clergy. As I 
read along with the commitments they professed to uphold, 
I was struck with the responsibility and burden these     
pastors had taken on. I listened to report after report from 
the organizations and offices of the Holston Conference, 
the business of the church. The mornings were filled with teaching, communion and more 
music. With the afternoons came reports and discussions followed by joyful, worshipful 
music and sermons in the evenings. 
 

The former Bishop of the Holston Conference, Bishop James Swanson called forth all the 
Pastors in the room so he could pray over them. As a few hundred religious leaders came 
forward, their hands on the person in front of them, I was amazed at the number, genders, 
clothing, and skin colors. I thanked God for each of them.                        
  

Here are some points of interest:  
• Retirement ceremony of 74 ministers who retired from 2020—2022  
• Ordination and commissioning of 28 persons 

• Memorial service for 33 clergy, seven clergy spouses, and 16 surviving clergy 
spouses  

• Blessing of the 5,111 Health Kits for Zimbabwe and Liberia. The NRV district 
completed 450 kits, and seven of the nine districts exceeded their goal.  

• Grove is a five-star church, giving 100% of our tithes and completing four mission 
requirements 

• Commissioning of the new Appalachian Trail Chaplain, Rachel “Dragonfly” 
Ahrens  

• Ritual passing of the backpack, which is unique to the Holston Conference 
• Efforts are underway to revitalize the United Methodist Men across the confer-

ence 
• Mention of 10 unfortunate church closings due to abandonment, but the monies 

used from the sale of these properties will be used to help start new churches 
• The Congregational Development Team announced the revitalization of three 

churches 
• Bishop Looney offered a prayer on gun violence and proposed all churches look 

seriously into their security measures 
 

HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 
A Report from Grove UMC’s Lay Delegate, Linda Clifford 
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Other reports included: 

• All clergy will be required to participate in ethics and boundaries training, and         

required to be “Safe Gatherings “certified 

• There were 852 churches represented at the conference. There were about 

1100 people present, and an average of 700 votes on each point that was up 

for a vote. The membership of the Holston Conference is about 165,000.  

• Currently there are about 18% of people of color in the conference which is 

about 30,000 people. Racial discord is alive and thriving in our conference. In 

fact, there was a panel discussion on the very subject.  

• A proposition was passed to include 20% people of color on all conference  

level  committees 

• A new position for Director of Cultural diversity is currently under development.   
 

However, many of you are interested in learning 

about the schism in the United Methodist Church. 

There were proposals set forth which included 

changing the wording in the Book of Discipline  

regarding LGBTQ persons’ ability to be ordained 

or for clergy to perform same-sex marriages. At 

this point, nothing has changed in the current 

Book of Discipline regarding this. Still, it will be a 

major topic of discussion at the 2024 General    

Conference. A proposal is in place for churches wishing to disaffiliate, as we have dis-

cussed in past Let’s Talk About It meetings. Again, the Bishop shared her emotional 

feelings on this, saying, “I am deeply saddened that some churches and clergy will be 

leaving our denomination. I have literally cried tears over this because I believe with  

every fiber of my being that we are more together than we are separate. We hope the 

majority of Holston will continue on the journey together. We will bless those who dis-

cern to disaffiliate. We hope and pray that they will bless us in 

return.”  

The final sermon by Rev. Jeffery Wright asked, “Where do we 
go from here?” We can have a plan, but we don’t really know 
what will happen in the next hour, day, or future, so we follow 
the Great Commandment to go and make disciples. It is     
always the right season to make disciples. In closing, I        
realized that all these people were no different than me in 
terms of appearance, personality, background, and beliefs.     
I am in awe of all Holston Conference’s responsibilities and 
activities and our reaction, commitment, and follow-through 
on all of it! 



 

 

Highlights from June 16, 2022 

The United Women in Faith meeting kicked off with a reading of Holston    
Conference’s daily scripture, Proverbs 4. Meeting minutes and financials were 
discussed. We touched on some old business as we are continuing to sell    
greeting cards. New Business was discussed regarding Mitzi Sadler-Thorn. who 
was consecrated a Deaconess in the UMC at Annual Assembly in June.  She was 
one of three consecrated in the Holston Conference. She will be available to 
speak to us in the fall.  A report from Donna Mosby, Holston Conference UWF 
president, was shared. President Linda Clifford shared an article about       
Junteenth and information about the UWF Racial Justice page. She also shared 
a prayer titled, “Everything I Need to Know I learned from Noah’s Ark.” 

 
 



Join the Grove Book Group. As we have just begun our discussion 
on Caste– The Origins of Our Discontents, we welcome anyone to join us via 
Zoom July 11th and every Monday night from 6:30-8 pm for what will prob-
ably be the rest of the summer.  We will not have the Book Group July 4th. 
Please contact Pat Brown for more information.  pbsnextchapter@gmail.com. 
The following are reviews:  
 

“Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as 
she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real 
people, how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste 
system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.”  -Book jacket 
  

Wilkerson is a Pulitzer Prize winner and the National Humanities Medal winner for the 
critically acclaimed bestseller The Warmth of Other Suns. 

  

Provide Creation Care. Gardeners in the Grove now meets 
Saturday mornings at 8:00 am for a short devotion followed by a 
time of working on the church grounds. The group will not meet if 
there is inclement weather.  
 

Attend the O’Donnell Sunday School Class. The O’Donnell Class is 

back and will meet at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings. This class is taught by Wayne    

Pridgen and meets in the O'Donnell Classroom in the Education Wing.  

 

Support Radford Food Bank. Don’t forget to 
bring canned and boxed goods in support of Radford Food 
Bank located at NRV Community Action. A donation box 
is located in the narthex.  
 

Volunteer at the Radford Clothing Bank.     
July is Grove UMC’s month to assist in operations for the 

Radford clothing bank. Two volunteers are needed for each shift (see times below). Sign 

up for a shift on the calendar in the Narthex or call Barbara Mundy at 639-2276 or Jean 

Carson at 639-5268.   

 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (Noon) Thursdays 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Thursdays 

 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (Noon) Fridays 

 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (Noon) Saturdays 

 Opportunities to Grow & Serve  

mailto:pbsnextchapter@gmail.com


      Please Remember in your Prayers 

 
Amy Black 

Doug Fitzpatrick 

 Mary Kate Kidd 

Bob Surber 

David Powell  

 Mildred Wall  

Diane Pryor 

Those homebound  

Those in assisted living 

The war in Ukraine 

The United Methodist Church 

God Will Lift Up Nursery Workers 

 

Laurie Waldron 

Jim & Sonya Nicely 

Renie Price 

Genetta Kidd 

Becky Ritter 

Becky’s stepfather, Sterling 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, July 31st at 10 am 

Worship and Picnic in the Park 

Invite your neighbors, relatives and friends and join us for a time of Worship  

and Picnic in Bissett Park. The church will provide fried chicken and drinks.  

Please bring a side dish to share (something that can be eaten cold or room temperature) 
 

Ways to help? 

Help us know how many to prepare for by calling the 

 church office at (540) 639-2807 with your anticipated numbers                                                         

or volunteer to help set up or clean up. 

 

Musicians Leading Us in Worship This Month 
 

 July 3                   Grove UMC Choir sings America the Beautiful 

 July 10                 Java Brothers 

 July 17                 Emily Wheeler  

 July 24                 Peggy and Joe Borden  

 

Church offices will be closed on Monday, July 4th  

in observance of Independence Day. 



July 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Gardeners in 

the Grove 8 am 

2   

3 Worship 10 am 

O’Donnell Class 

9:15  am  

4 OFFICES 

CLOSED        

Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 NRV Quilt 

Guild 9:30 am—

12:30pm     

Fellowship Hall  

8 Gardeners in 

the Grove 8 am 

9 

10 Worship 10 am 

O’Donnell Class 

9:15  am  

11 Book 

Group 6:30 

pm Zoom 

12 13 14 15 Gardeners in 

the Grove 8 am 

16 

17 Worship 10 am 

O’Donnell Class 

9:15  am  

18 Book 

Group 6:30 

pm Zoom 

19  Admin Brd 

Mtng 6:30 pm 

Zoom 

20 21 22 Gardeners in 

the Grove 8 am 

23 

24 Worship 10 am 

O’Donnell Class 

9:15  am  

25 Book 

Group 6:30 

pm Zoom 

26 27 28 29 Gardeners in 

the Grove 8 am 

30 

31 Worship in the 

Park 10 am  

      

Have a Safe 
and Happy  

Please send pictures and church ministry 
announcements to both Dana Watson 
(Church Administrative Assistant) at 
groveumcsecretary@gmail.com and           
Carolyn Wojetera (Grove Communications) 
at cwojetera@gmail.com.   

We want your snapshots 

so, please send them our way. 

Reminder: Administrative Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 19th  at 6:30 pm via Zoom. 

mailto:cwojetera@gmail.com

