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For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Happy New Year Grove Family! 

 Do you wonder what this year will hold for us as Grove Church?      

As I pondered that question, God led me to Ecclesiastes, a book included 

among the wisdom writings in the Bible. Writings are attributed to Qohlet, 

the leader of the assembly (preacher). Qholet says, that everything has its  

season or time. It is interesting that throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, 

Qohlet never seeks to explain ‘why’ things happen as they do, they just  

happen. For example, the preacher simply states, there is… 

a time to be born, and a time to die 

Think about it. Didn’t we just say goodbye to the passing of 2021 and       

welcome the birth of 2022? Did you by chance make a New Year’s           

Resolution at the stroke of midnight on December 31
st
? In doing so, didn’t 

you commit to allow something to die in order that something new could be 

born in you in 2022?   

 I came across a fascinating study about New Year’s Resolutions.       

According to a November 2021 article on www.discoverhappyhabits.com 

website, 25% of those who make a New Year’s Resolution break it within 

one week.  In one month that number grows to 36%. Six months into the 

new year only 46% of the people who made a New Year’s resolution are still 

keeping it. I found the last statistic reported by Happy Habits to be the most 

fascinating.  According to their study, 96% of all the persons interviewed 

who had similar goals but “did not make” a New Year’s resolution had     

broken their resolution within 6 months.  The take away is not surprising, 

goals are important.  I doubt there is anyone who would disagree with that. 

From the Desk of  
 

Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson - Angle, minister 

http://groveumcradford.com
http://www.discoverhappyhabits.com
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 In setting goals we must keep in mind who we are and, especially as Christians, who 

God calls us to be in this new year.  As the leader of the assembly at Grove UMC, I invite us 

to come together for a season to explore our goals. Our goal setting will certainly not be a 

“one and done,” “goal set, go!” type of meeting. Over the next few months, we will look       

together at our history, identity, leadership, and who we are as Methodists. There will be   

various offerings with different formats and focuses. This allows each of you to engage in   

areas you are passionate for, interested in learning more about, and are willing to contribute 

to with your time, presence, gifts, service, and witness. We will journey together so that we 

might embrace the joy and hope of the abundant future God has planned for Grove (Jer. 

29:11).  

EXAMPLES OF UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES:  

     - Planning Teams – (example: the Anniversary Team already forming who will help begin 

 planning for Grove’s 150
th
 Anniversary in 2024. We welcome anyone who wants to 

 work with us!) 

     - Task Teams – (example: the Membership Team forming to update our membership roll;  

 if you are good with organization and communication, this is your area to serve!) 

     - Information Sessions -  (example: Paul Bowman, President of the Holston Foundation 

 will be at Grove UMC on Sunday January 23
rd

 at the 10 am service and will offer a            

 discussion session after the service (lunch provided). The valuable information he     

 offers will inform us on ways to plan for a fruitful future for ourselves and those who 

 come after us. ALL church leaders, and members should take advantage of this       

 opportunity. (See article in this month’s Greeter)  

     - Worship – (example: the first Sunday in January we will celebrate Epiphany, bless and  

 install our 2022 church officers and share in the Wesleyan Covenant Service.   

     - Short Retreats – (example: A Day of Discovery for church leaders and others who are     

 interested in being a part of exploring how God has uniquely equipped and gifted 

 Grove to be in ministry today; dates and times TBA.  Watch for more and engage.) 

As your pastor, my goal for 2022 is to lead in such a way that together we will Discover, 

Dream, Design and Deploy (lean into) what God is seeking to birth in and through Grove 

UMC. My prayer is that you will accept the invitation to join me in this journey. May we        

resolve to go together where Christ leads us. If you are interested in actively being a part of 

this exploration of our church goals, serve with a particular team, or are curious and want 

more information, please be in touch with me directly either by email groveumcpas-

tor@gmail.com or by phone (c) 540-589-9118. 

Happy New Year!!! 
In Christ’s love,  
Pastor Jan 

mailto:groveumcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:groveumcpastor@gmail.com


 

Pat Talks Book Group 

 I am happy to say that I participate in Grove’s Book Group.  It 

was created during the early days of the pandemic as an opportunity for   

people to meet without leaving home. We use Zoom technology and 

meet using our computers or telephones. The method takes some getting

-used-to, but the result is a feel-good time connecting with people. 

The group varies from four to ten people, and we discuss a book we all 

have agreed to read. We take turns leading the discussions. We have 

spent most of our time on books about the many forms of injustice. We 

have discussed racism, poverty, gender equality, sexual assault, and    

domestic violence, and LGBTQI issues, to name a few. Often, we find 

ourselves searching for why these injustices exist and how we could   behave in ways that 

erase these societal problems. We talk about what the religions of the world have done or are 

doing about these inequalities of life. We don’t always find solutions but enjoy each other’s 

opinions.  The experience is more than the topics on the pages. The  experience puts us in 

community with each other.  Although we know each other, we may not have had the oppor-

tunity to be in a setting with each other. The pandemic has brought us many sad and trouble-

some days. In that sadness and loneliness, the Grove Book Group has become an opportunity 

for connection. 

 On January 3rd, we will met to discuss future books. We will begin our discussion on 
our very next book, Dignity by Donna Hicks, on January 10th. It centers on the basic tenet 

that everyone has dignity and how the world could change if we treated everyone with       

dignity. We invite you to join us. If you are interested, send me, Pat Brown, an email at                         

pbsnextchapter@gmail.com. We are a very welcoming group! 

Celebrating  the Flavors of the Season 

Grove's much-loved tradition of the Christmas Sampler returned 

this year on Sunday, December 19th. Members brought their  

favorite finger foods for all to sample. Many enjoyed Merry 

Christmas fellowship and cheer with our church family.    
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Worship and Lunch 

January 23, 2022 

10 am 

with 

Paul Bowman, president of Holston Foundation 

Make plans to join us at Grove UMC on Sunday, January 23, 2022, when Paul     

Bowman, Holston Foundation president, will be part of worship. Following the service, 

Paul will lead a discussion on how the Holston Foundation helps individuals achieve 

their goals to give generously-often in ways that benefit them financially.                

The discussion will include wills, trusts, gift annuities, endowments,                          

and other strategic gifts.  

Join us for lunch and discussion immediately following the worship service. 

This opportunity is sponsored by Grove UMC Endowments and Finance. 

  

 

  

  

The Holston Foundation is a ministry that manages over $174 million in assets 

for  local churches, institutions, and ministries. The Foundation serves as a     

partner in stewardship for individuals who wish to fund the future through    

strategic giving and provides grants to ministries and churches. 

On December 16, 2021 Bishop Wallace-Padgett 
penned the following letter to the churches in Holston: 
Dear Friends, 
The nation awakened this past Saturday morning to the 
news that during the night and early morning hours,  
tornadoes had wreaked havoc in parts of Tennessee, 
Kentucky and several neighboring states. Lives were 
lost, buildings destroyed and communities devastated. 

Bishop Bill McAlilly, who oversees the Tennessee and Memphis Conferences (which will become 
the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference on January 1, 2022) and Bishop Leonard Fairley,     
episcopal leader of the Kentucky Conference, both anticipate a long recovery process for the  
communities most affected by the tornadoes. 
 

As the news of the aftermath of the storms continues to unfold, our hearts break at the pain,      
trauma and suffering caused by these tornadoes. We want to do something to help those who are 
hurting. Yet we are not sure what to do, especially during this early phase of the recovery process. 
At times like this, I am so thankful for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), our 
church’s humanitarian arm. UMCOR has already made emergency grants to conferences to help 
with immediate needs of survivors and will continue to be partners in the recovery process for the 
long haul.  

Continued on page 5 



 

United Methodist Women   
As we finish a very difficult year, not only here at Grove but 
throughout the nation and world, we look forward, with faith and 
hope, that God will keep us on an even path and look after each and 
every one. 
Our UMW numbers remain small, but we work with big hearts and 
learn a few things along the way. We hosted the New River District 
UMW meeting in October. It was so nice to meet new faces and   
provide space in our beautiful church for the business of the district. 
Through our members’ and friends’ generosity, we were able to pay 
our dues, and donate to  local charities as this year ends. Charity is one of the cornerstones of 
The United Methodist Women. Therefore, we gave to the following local charities:  
 

 Women’s Resource Center 
 Wesley, Foundation 
 Radford Fairlawn Daily Bread 
 Radford Clothing Bank 
 
 

On December 21st we met for a Holiday meal at Preston’s, with 12 in attendance. Such       
Blessings! I wish you a Happy, Happy Holiday and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 
   

Linda Clifford, President   Attend the first UMW MEETING of 2022  

Thursday, Jan 27th  10:30 a.m. 

Grove UMC Fellowship Hall 

 Radford Food Bank 
 Beans and Rice 
 Elf Shelf       

Continued From Page 4 Bishop Wallace-Padgett 

Here are some additional actions you and I can take today to make a difference in this situation. 
 

1. Pray for the people, communities and churches affected by the tornadoes. 
2. Assist our Conference in collecting UMCOR Hygiene Kits. We will gather them at Cokesbury, 

Knoxville to be staged and ready for delivery when and where requested. 
3. Give to UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery through Advance #901670. Donations 

also can be made directly to the Kentucky Conference's Disaster Response Advance 200902, 
Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference’s Disaster Response Fund, the Missouri Conference 
Disaster Response, the Arkansas Tornado Fund and the Illinois Great Rivers                          
Conference Disaster Response Ministry. 

4. When the affected Conferences deem that the time is right to extend an invitation to volunteers 
in mission and response teams, consider participating in rebuilding efforts. 

 

During this time of year, Christ-followers are reminded that God is with us in the birth of the Christ 
Child. Matthew 1:23 reads, “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel”, which means, “God is with us.” 
 

God’s presence is often manifested through our words and actions. May those who have been     
devastated by last weekend’s storms experience Emmanuel “God is with us” through our words, 
prayers, gifts and service. It is a joy to serve as your bishop.  
 

Blessings, 
 

Debra Wallace-Padgett 
Resident Bishop 
Holston and North Alabama Conferences 

https://umcmission.org/umcor-hygiene-kit/
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://www.kyumc.org/disaster-relief-donations
https://twkumc.org/disaster-response/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W4QBUM4CUY4LL
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W4QBUM4CUY4LL
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtdWUFtdkYXuh7VC0epFUz8I9OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1FaEczsdDVd4b2tqXxyqrpA==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/DisasterResponseMinistry


Opportunities to Grow & Serve  
Join the Book Group. The group will begin discussing Dignity by Donna Hicks 
on January 10th.  Contact Pat Brown for more information.   

Learn spiritual disciplines. Fragrant Offerings will meet in person on the first 
Thursday of each month at 7 pm starting on January 6th. We will begin with study and 
practice of spiritual disciplines paired with essential oils that enhance our time with God.   
The rest of the month we will use the  Facebook Group to share more information,        
education, inspiration, tools, study practices, etc. We can 
give each other tips and share our revelations. The goal: 
That each of us would gain a deeper relationship with     
Jesus and stronger connections with each other.  Feel free 
to invite others in your life who are looking for a deeper 
connection with Christ.  

Serve as an Acolyte. Think you are too young, or too old, for that matter?  Lighting 
the candles is meaningful, brings beauty to our church, and honors God. Grove invites 
children, youth, and adults to serve as an Acolyte for Sunday services.  Please contact   
Linda Clifford at  540-230-7148 or foodie652@msn.com. 

Join a Bible Study. Watch for a new Bible study facilitated by Pastor Jan. Coming 

soon.  

Serve as an Altar Guild Volunteer. Grove invites those who have served on the 

Altar Guild in the past to please consider continuing this important job. For those who 

have not served and are willing to do so, we can pair you up with an expert. If we have 
enough volunteers, you will need serve only one month of the year. Please contact Linda 
Clifford or Jean Carson if interested. 

Administrative Board Meeting 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 

6:30 pm via Zoom 

Participate in a Worship Survey: In the next few weeks Grove’s Worship Team 

will offer a worship survey which we hope everyone will participate in.  This survey will 

help Grove continue to offer vital worship to and with our local community.  Watch your 

emails and bulletins and plan to participate. 

THURSDAY JANUARY 6 

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

mailto:foodie652@msn.com


The Gift of Giving  

Due to the generous giving by Grove’s    

members and friends for our Thanksgiving 

meal, Grove UMC was able to give a  special 

gift to children of low income families this 

Christmas. We purchased and donated 45 

Food City gift cards and 55 Food Lion gift 

cards valued at $50.00 each to the Radford 

County Public School Bobcat Back Pack    

Program. The    program helps RCPS students 

of low income families to prevent food        

insecurity. The gift cards will help keep the families fed during the winter break and 

maybe even help them celebrate the holidays. Pastor Jan presented the gift cards to   

Daniel Hill, RCPS Director of  Special Education, on Friday, December 17th.  

A Book for Christmas 
Dana Dehart and Jean Carson give a heartfelt thanks to all 

those in the Grove Family who purchased books for the 

RCPS pre-schoolers. Dana Dehart delivered over 85 books 

to the classes in Grove’s lower level. Each preschooler 

was able to pick out a book to take home as a Christmas 

gift and to inspire reading. Pictured: Asher Waff and Aria 

Cundall leaf through the books. 

                                              Please Remember in your Prayers 

 David Powell 

Tori Pate 

Dennis & Patty McAllister 

Mike Porter 

Renie Price 

Junior & Bob Surber 

Doug McCoy 

Nancy Richardson 

Amy Black 

Chris Dunn 

Doug Fitzpatrick 

 Mary Kate Kidd 

 Doug Linkous 

Jim & Sonya Nicely 

O’ Neal McHaney 

God will raise up a choir director  

Mary Viers 

Mildred Wall  

Tony Lambert 

Those homebound  

Those in assisted living 

Those involved in tornado & other 

disaster response & recovery 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Administrative Board   

T = Trustee (not fewer than 3 nor more than 9 ) F = Finance (to include but not limited to: chair/rep, 

pastor, a laymember to annual conf, chair of council/board, chair/member of SPRC, trustee rep selected 

by trustees, lay leader, financial sec, treasurer, church business administrator.   

Administrative Board Chair: Martee Buchanan (F/T)  Lay Delegate to Conference: Libby Watts (T) 

Trustee Chair: to be elected at first mtg    Treasurer (signs checks): Linda Gardiner (F) 

Staff Parish Chairperson: Delores Smith (F)         Admin/Charge Sec: Dave Winston (ex-off) 

Ministries Board Chair:  Ila Schepisi (F)   Minister: Jan Nicholson-Angle (F) 

Lay Leader: Barry Anderson (F/T)    Deacon in Residence: Ila Schepisi  

Lay delegate to Conference: Terica Fisher (F)   

     Administrative Board Members at Large 

 

Grove UMC 2022 Officers List  

Thank you to our Grove UMC members who served as   

leaders and officers in 2021.  The sharing of your time,     

talents, gifts, and service helped spread  

God’s “Good News”  

 2022      2023     2024  

Marceline Hunter (UMW, F/T) Bob Boggess (F/T)   Bob Nicholson (F/T) 

Tommy Fisher (F/T)   Frank Herzog     Pat Brown   

     (Endowment, UMM, F/T)  (Finance Rep/T) 

For the LORD your God will bless you in all 
your harvest and in all the work of your hands, 

and your joy will be complete.         
(Deuteronomy 16:15b) 



 

 

 

 

 

Ministries Board 

Ministries Board Chair: Ila Schepisi   Mission Representative: Susan Lesko 

Administrative Board Chair: Martee Buchanan  Worship Representative: Terica Fisher 

Lay Delegate to Conference: Libby Watts  Minister: Jan Nicholson Angle 

Education Representative: Dave Winston  Deacon in Residence: Ila Schepisi 

Communication Tech Rep: Carolyn Wojtera  Hospitality Representative: Martee Buchanan 
 

Ministries Board Members at Large 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
Chairperson: Delores Smith  Vice Chair:  Frank Herzog 

Minister:  Jan C Nicholson-Angle               Lay Leader:  Barry Anderson 

Lay Delegate to Conference: Terica Fisher 

 

 

 

  Lay Leadership Development Committee (Nominations) 
Chairperson: (Minister) Jan C. Nicholson Angle 

Vice Chairperson: (Lay Leader) Barry Anderson                                                                                

               

 

 

 

Not listed above are Grove’s Ministry Work Teams.  These teams include                                            

individuals who work in support of Grove UMC ministries.                                                                     

Ministry Work Teams: Hospitality, Education, Missions, Worship, Sound Tech, Altar Guild, Wedding 

Guild, Ushers, Acolytes, Caring Hands, Kitchen Cabinet, Grove UMC Bridge, Facilities and Grounds, 

Sunday Morning Counters, Memorials, Communications, and Memorial Garden 

Grove Work Teams are always open to anyone who would like to develop, grow, and use 

their gifts to serve.   

Please contact Pastor Jan and she can help get you connected.   

2022 Officers List (continued)  

2022     2023     2024 

Susan Lesko    Katrina Burda    Jean Carson 

David Winston    Susan Boggess    Cathy Radford 

     Tommy Fisher 

2022     2023     2024 

Paul Lambert    Delores Smith    Frank Herzog             

Dick Kidd    Dave Winston    Clay Carson 

2022     2023    2024 

Linda Clifford    Cory Schepisi   Marcelene Hunter 

Jean Carson    Susan Boggess 



January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     31  

Church Offices 

Closed 

1 NEW 

YEAR’S DAY 

Offices 

Closed 

2   10am Worship 3     6:30pm     

Book Group 
Conference & Dis-

trict Offices Closed 

4 5 6  7pm Fragrant 

Offerings          

Fellowship Hall 

7 8 

9  10am Worship 10   6:30pm 

Book Group 

11 6:30 pm 

Admin Board 

Mtng Zoom 

12 13  9:30-12:30 

NRV Quilt Guild 

Fellowship Hall  

14 15 

16  10am Worship 17  6:30pm 

Book Group        

MLK DAY Confer-

ence & District 

Offices Closed 

18 19 20  6-7:30 Cub 

Scouts 

21 22 

23 10am Worship 

Followed by Paul Bowman 

Discussion & Luncheon  

24   6:30pm 

Book Group 

25 26 27 10:30 AM 

UMW Meeting 

28 29 

30  10am Worship 31  6:30pm 

Book Group 

     

Instructions for Flight 2022 

Good morning and welcome to Flight 2022. We are prepared to take off into the new year. Please make sure 

your positive attitude and gratitude are secured and locked in the upright position. All self-destructive devices 

such as pity, anger, selfishness, pride and resentment should be turned off at this time. All negativity, hurt and 

discouragement should be put away. Should you lose your positive attitude under pressure during this flight, 

reach up and pull down a prayer. Prayers will automatically be activated by faith. Once your faith is           

activated, you can assist other passengers who are of little faith. There will be no baggage allowed on this 

flight. God, our captain, has cleared us for take off. Destination, greatness! Wishing you a new year filled 

with new hope, new joy and new beginnings! Stay blessed and welcome to 2022.  (Anonymous) 


