
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

ENTRANCE 
 
 

GATHERING AND SILENT MEDITATION 
 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING   

THE CHRIST CANDLE 

     Pastor Jan & Becky Ritter 

 On this night, Christ is born! 

 Now the Savior has appeared! 

 On this night, the heavenly chorus sings! 

 All creation rejoices! 

 On this night, the church throughout the world      
  joins their jubilation! 

 Glory to God in the highest!  Alleluia! 
 

*PRAYER  

 Almighty  God,                                                      

 by the birth of Jesus you gave us                         

  a great light to shine in the darkness.      

 Help us, that in the Light of Jesus                       

  we may see light.                                     

 Pour upon us this day                                        

  Your Christmas gift of love to all people.

 Let the likeness of your Son be formed in us,  

  that we may have the hope of eternal life 

  through Jesus our Savior.  Amen.       

 

*HYMN 230 UMH O Little Town of Bethlehem   

ANTHEM  Christmas Lullaby                           John Rutter 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING                   Luke 2:1-20  

REFLECTION Searching for Christ        Pastor Jan 

CONFESSION 
 Loving God,  

 you have searched us and known us,  
 our blindness, our frailties,  
 our fears and our selfishness.   
 In sorrow we confess  
 that we have sinned against you  
 and disobeyed your command to love.   

 Forgive us, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 who became like us that we might become like him.  
 Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER (see insert) 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

*HYMN 239 UMH    Silent Night 

 

*CANDLELIGHTING 
 

*OFFERING  
 

*POSTLUDE 
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CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

The offering this evening will be donated to United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Advance 901670, to provide     

support and assistance to those impacted by the recent tornados. 

Please make checks to  

“Grove UMC”  

and mark your check  “2021 Christmas Offering” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Sunday December 26th at 10 am for                 

Lessons and Carols 

mailto:groveumc1@verizon.net


HOLY COMMUNION FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

THE THANKSGIVING 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

The minister gives thanks concluding “…And so with the angels 

and archangels and all the heavenly choir we join in the unending 

hymn of praise:” 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

The minister continues concluding ”…Do this, whenever you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Christ is born. 

The Savior has come. 

God is with us! 

 

The minister continues concluding… “…We ask this through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 

Through him, with him, and in him, 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honor and glory be given to you, 

almighty God, throughout all the ages.  Amen. 
 

And now with the confidence of children of God, we are             

bold to pray: 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Christ is the bread of life. 

Christ is the light of the world. 

 God here among us,  

 Light in the midst of us, 

 Bring us light and life. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood            

of Christ. 
 

THE GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 


