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   radfordgroveumc 
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Website: 
groveumcradford.com 

 

Visit us on 

 Facebook 

@groveumcradford 

  

We are now on 

Instagram 

@groveumcradford 

 
Join us for Worship 

Sundays 
 

Indoor Worship 
10:00 am 

 
Online (pre-recorded) 
youtube video link on 

our church website 

Dear Grove UMC Family, 

In the middle of the 18th century, John Wesley preached a sermon   
titled The Use of Money.  In that sermon, he noted three points, “Gain 
all you can, Save all you Can, Give all you Can.”  We might say, “Wesley 
has gone from preaching to meddling.”  The Use of Money, I dare say, 
has been one of the most republished of Wesley’s sermons.  I wonder, 
however, how many of us have ever really read Wesley’s sermon?  I 
have skimmed it a few times, but not until recently did I ever read, 
ponder, and digest what Wesley was saying to the Methodists in the 
mid 1700’s. 

My reading, pondering, and digesting has resulted in a new preaching 
series, “Small Steps.”  For the first three weeks of November, we will 
explore the Small Steps we can take to be better caretakers of all God 
has given us.   

As we begin this journey together, I invite you to commit to praying           
together as a church family.  Because our church address is 1020 Tyler 
Avenue, I challenge each of us to pray every day in November at 10:20 
am and 10:20 pm.  Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, stop 
briefly and offer up the following prayer for Grove United Methodist 
Church: 

 Unchanging, Eternal God,                                                                                          
Grove has a long history of being your church in this community.  
In 1874  when you founded our congregation, Radford was a small 
village called “Central Depot.”   

http://groveumcradford.com
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In the book of Acts, as the church, “They listened and lifted their voices in 

unison to God, ‘Master, you are the one who created the heaven, the earth,   

the sea, and everything in them’…After they prayed, the place where they   

were gathered was shaken.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and         

began speaking God’s word with  confidence.” (Acts 4:24, 31) 

As we pray together, we show our solidarity as Christ’s church and God will honor 

and answer our prayers. I ask you to take one Small Step; accept this Church Wide 

Prayer Challenge.  During the month of November, join with me in daily prayer at 

10:20 am and 10:20 pm for Christ’s church at Grove United Methodist. 

Love in Christ, 

Jan 

groveumcpastor@gmail.com 

 

NOVEMBER 3 WEEK SERMON SERIES  

Small Steps 

 

You, Lord, have brought us through many changes of  seasons since then.  Now on 
the cusp of 2022, we seek and ask you again,  “who do you want us to be in this new 
season?”  Show us Lord how, and  where, you want us to change and grow as         
individuals and as your church that we might be your witness and glorify our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Guide us, O Thou Great Jehovah.  Amen.  

 

Advent Sermon Series  

Will Begin November 28th  



Minutes from the Ministries Board  

Ministries Board Highlights (see Bulletin Board in the Administrative Offices hallway for a  
complete report).   
 
Hospitality:   

Bobcat Football Meal to be served on 10/29.   56 meals to be delivered.  
 

Missions:  
UMCOR Cleaning Buckets- enough money was collected to make 31 buckets.    
Trunk R Treat – will be 3-5 pm 10/31 in the upper parking lot. Thanks Dana and Jean 
Carson, for their help.  We have about seven cars signed up so far and have been       
collecting donations of candy. 
Community Thanksgiving – same format as last year.  We will need desserts and         
volunteers to help on Thanksgiving Day. 
To Our House – is returning to churches this year.  Recommended that we provide 
meals only as we did last year. 
Community Table – Grove has four teams serving every Saturday in October and three 
weeks in December.   
November Food Drive – Anna Frye suggested we promote the food pantry in November 
in memory of Katherine Martin. 
 

Education: 
Book Club, Bible Study, and Fragrant Offerings continues to be offered.  We are waiting 
and praying for God to lift up an Education Team Leader. 
 

Communications: 
Carolyn Wojtera has been giving Facebook a good try posting most days.  She needs 
people to get pictures at different activities of the church and send to her.  Website is 
clean and current. 
 

EarthKeepers: 
Looking at how to make good use of the land behind the church through an                 
environmental, social, racial justice lens and in relationship to community needs. 
 

New Business: 
Budget Request – Finance Team asks work areas to fill out form if there is a change in 
budget requested. 
Safe Sanctuary Policy – is being reviewed and updated 
Pre-School Outreach – Jean Carson and Dana Dehart providing four pumpkins for the 
classrooms.  Children’s books will be collected again this Christmas 
Worship Time – Discussion on time of worship.  Church to be polled at later date. 



OPPORTUNITY TO GROW 

 

 

 

Ultimate Storytelling  

Conference 
 

Monday, November 8 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

AND 

Tuesday, November 9  
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Register now for our Ultimate Storytelling Conference on November 8 & 9. This will 
be a hybrid event: In-person at Dublin UMC and live stream via Zoom.  
 

Join Bishop Richard Looney, Rev. Kim Goddard, and Rev. Charles Maynard for this 
two-day event to learn the in's and out's of storytelling and how it can be used in 
your preaching, teaching, and everyday life.  
 

In addition to the plenaries, there will be breakout rooms and panel discussions.  
Topics our extraordinary speakers will be telling us about: 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration is only $15 and clergy will receive 1.0 CEU credits. Certified Lay     
Speakers can also receive credit for attending. (Certified lay speakers wishing to          
re-certify with this course should also purchase and read "Dancing With Words" by Ray 
Buckley. This book is available through Cokesbury, Upper Room books or Amazon.) 
 

You don't want to miss this event, so sign up now.   
 

https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/UltimateStorytelling 

• Why use storytelling in preaching? 

• Basics of public speaking and     
      preaching 

• Using parables 

• Preaching the story 

• Using humor 

ATTENTION GROVE UMC:   Do you “Love to tell The  Story?”  Take advantage of this            

opportunity to strengthen your story telling skills.  This event is open to any of our      

Grove UMC family who may wish to register and attend.   

BOOK DRIVE 
The Grove -RCPS Bridge is collecting books for our RCPS preschool so that each child can have a 
new book to take home over Christmas from Grove Church. We will need 45 easy reader       
paperback or hardback children's books. Drop them off in the Narthex by December 12th.  



 

  GROVE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

The UMW was able to meet last week after almost a year. Although the group 
was small, we enjoyed catching up, enjoying a little food, and a message about 
Reaching Out. 

Once again, we are selling Car Wash tickets for the Auto Shine Car Wash near 
Walmart. This fundraiser is a well-kept secret! They are $16.95 each, and you 
will be required to pay an additional $7.00 when you have your car washed. I 
believe this is the SILVER WASH. Please contact Marceline Hunter to       
purchase the car wash ticket and help the Grove UMW. 

On November 6th, we will be hosting The New River District United Methodist 
Women’s Fall Meeting. Because of the Pandemic, the district has been unable 
to hold meetings, and they are expecting a smaller group than normal for this 
meeting. This year it will be just a couple hours in length. We will be having a 
“Coffee Hour” for our guests.  Pastor Jan will be speaking, and the Wesley 
Foundation will be highlighted. All Covid protocols will be in place.  

Linda Clifford, President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     District United Methodist Women  

    Annual Meeting 
 

 Saturday, November 6th, 2021 

10:00 am at Grove UMC 

Reverend Dr. Jan Nicholson-Angle, Pastor of Grove UMC and     

Director of the Wesley  Foundation, will be the event speaker. 

Mitzi Sadler Thorne, District UMW President, has an agenda of informative and fun 

activities planned. The Grove UMW will be serving snack foods. Please bring           

donations of supplies for the Wesley Foundation to the meeting.                          

Masks will be required for all regardless of vaccination status. Save the Date!    

Please RSVP your plans to attend to  Mitzi Sadler  

thorne-mitzi.sadlerthorne@gmail.com 

One Body, 

One Spirit 

(Ephesians 4:4) 



Many thanks to all who participated and 

served at Community Table in October. 

Eighteen volunteers from Grove       

prepared and served 500 meals during 

the month of October. We served   

meatloaf, grilled chicken, hot dogs, 

Salisbury steak, and barbeque chicken 

with a various sides and desserts. Each 

week it costs approximately $200 to 

serve 100 meals. Grove will be  serving 

again for the first three Saturdays in 

December. If you would like to assist on a particular Saturday, please email                         

susan.lesko20@gmail.com.   

Take a moment and say a prayer of thanks to God for the generosity of our congregation. 

The congregation of Grove gave enough money to make 25 cleaning buckets and 10          

hygiene kits for UMCOR disaster relief.  

Our Wesley students packed the 

buckets after 

church on    

Sunday,        

October 24th. 

Your love and 

gifts will be de-

livered to the 

District Office 

and from there, go to the UMCOR 

warehouses across the United States. It is a blessing to work and serve with such a        

generous and loving congregation.   

Some Updates from Grove’s Missions Team  

November Food Drive  

Every November, Grove conducts a food drive for the Radford Food Bank. This year our food 
drive will be in memory of Grove member, Katherine Martin. Our Grove family has been giv-
ing generously to the food bank throughout the entire year, and we have received word that 
we are the only church that has been donating. We thank you for remaining faithful.   

Please contribute one or more of these items: 

 • FOOD ITEMS 
• TOOTHBRUSHES  & PASTE 
• SHAMPOO & CONDITIONER 

• FACIAL & TOILET PAPER 
• PAPER TOWELS/NAPKINS 



Community Thanksgiving is an annual      

tradition at Grove. This will be our 17th    

year offering our community a Thanksgiving 

meal. We will plan to serve 300 meals as we 

did last year. We plan to follow the same 

COVID protocols that we used last year.  

Our meal will be drive-thru pickup.  We will 

deliver meals to our First Responders and 

the Women's Resource Center.  We will also 

deliver to any church member who is unable 

to come pick up a meal. Please call the 

church office and let Dana know that you 

need a meal delivered.  We need your help 

with making desserts, and we will need     

volunteers to help prepare and serve the 

meal. Also, the cost of the meal will be more 

this year. Due to COVID and supply chain  

issues, the cost of food has increased. As in 

previous years, I challenge you to sponsor a 

meal. We estimate the price will be $6.       

 A $20 donation will help us feed three     

people on Thanksgiving Day. Make your 

contributions payable to Grove UMC and 

write Community Thanksgiving on the memo line. We appreciate your support. There will be 

sign-up sheets in the Narthex in the coming weeks to volunteer and to sign up to bring a 

homemade dessert. Your generosity never fails.   

     - Grove UMC Missions Team 

 

Administrative  

Board Meting 

Monday, Nov. 8th 

6:30 pm via Zoom 

Grove Church will be closed the            

following days in November 

Nov 2—Grove is a polling station for Elections 

Nov 24—26 Thanksgiving Holiday 

You may still reach the pastor for emergencies at 

540-589-9118 

 Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11th. 

Thank you to all those who served. 



  Small Group Opportunities 

Gardeners in the Grove It is Fall and time to be begin 

readying our church lawn and garden for winter.  This small 

group shares in a time of devotion focused on God’s creation 

followed by a time of working in the Grove garden.  Please 

bring your own tools.  Fridays at 9 am.  

 
Fragrant Offerings  is a time set aside 
for spiritual growth and connection. We will 
explore what it means to be imitators of God 
and live our lives as a  fragrant  offering. We 
will pair Bible study with spiritual  disci-
plines while benefiting from aromatherapy.  

Book Group meets Mondays at 6:30 pm via 

Zoom. Now reading Paradise by Abdulrazak 

Gurnah. Contact Pat Brown for more information.  

Advent Study It’s not too early to think about Christmas. All you need is your  

Bible and a willingness to explore together the birth      

stories as they appear in the Gospels. Starts Thursday,    

November 4th 6:30 pm at Grove or via ZOOM. Facilitated 

by Pastor Jan. 

Don’t Forget to vote  

Tuesday, November 2nd 

 

 

Grove UMC is a polling station,  

therefore the church will be closed. 

November schedule              

to be announced 

Sunday, November 7th 
 



 
 
 

Cohen Blake Mitcham Gray was 
born on  September 30, 2021 to 
Dustin Mitcham. He is the            
grandson of  Katrina Burda. 

Praises  

 

Tommy and Terica are excited to announce the birth of their granddaughter, 

Anna Rose Brem, daughter of Laura (Fisher) and   

Beni Brem, little sister to Sammy, and niece of Brian. 

Dr. Casey and Albert Cooper welcomed Hazel Ray 

Cooper on August 27, 2021. Her grandparents are 

Al and Carolyn Wojtera. (right) 

 

Thanks to Betsy Hagan and Susan 

Boggess for turning the Library into a 

pleasant  resource and archive room. 

Feel free to visit after church to learn 

about our church history, and use this space to work and study on your own. 

Share Your Photos! 

   Send photos to share online and our 

social media pages, email  Carolyn 

Wojtera at cwojtera@gmail.com  

 

Thanks 

To Grove UMC members, Palma Clark and Delores Smith and other Radford              

community members of Elf Shelf who serve in order to provide children and families a 

chance for a wonderful Christmas. Distribution takes 

place the first week of December.  

From RCPS PreK  

Please extend our gratitude to Grove for the pumpkins they  

gifted us! We have enjoyed all sorts of fun activities and have 

gotten lots of mileage out of one pumpkin! 



                                              Please Remember in your Prayers 

 

David Powell 

Tori Pate 

Dennis & Patty McAllister 

Mike Porter 

Renie Price 

Junior & Bob Surber 

Doug McCoy 

Amy Black 

Chris Dunn 

James & Phyllis Epperly  

Doug Fitzpatrick 

 Mary Kate Kidd 

 Doug Linkous 

Jim & Sonya Nicely 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 
from 

GROVE UMC 
 

NOVEMBER 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

Book Group 

6:30 pm Zoom 

2 ELECTION DAY 

OFFICES 

CLOSED 

3 

 

 

4 

Advent Study  

6-7:30 pm 

5 

Gardeners in 

Grove 9 am 

6 UMW 

Dist. Mtng 

10 am-1pm 

7  

Worship 10 am 

 

8 

Admin Mtng 

Brd 6:30pm  

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

11  

Advent Study 6-7:30 

pm 

 

12 

Gardeners in 

Grove 9 am 

 

13 

Private 

Event 

14  

Worship 10 am 

15   

Book Group 

6:30 pm Zoom 

16 

 

17 

 

 

18 

UMW 10:30 am 

Cub Scouts 6 pm 

Advent Study 6-7:30 

19 

Gardeners in 

Grove 9am 

 

20 

21 

Worship 10 am 

22 

Book Group 

6:30 pm Zoom 

23 

 

24 

OFFICES 

CLOSED 

 

25 

OFFICES CLOSED 

Grove’s Annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

26 

OFFICES 

CLOSED  

27 

28 

Worship 10 am 

29 Book Group 

6:30 pm Zoom 

Elf Shelf Setup 

30 

Elf Shelf  Setup 

 

    

Mildred Wall  

Those homebound  

Those in assisted living 

Nancy Richardson 

Mary Viers 

Tony, Son of Paul & Joan Lambert 


