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Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson Angle, minister
So here we are pre-Easter or post-Easter depending on when
you are reading your Grove Greeter. Either way, I hope you are
feeling the excitement of living into that time of year where
everything seems to be exhibiting the resurrection power of our

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
FOR GROVE UMC
Please change your
church email
contact to
radfordgroveumc
@gmail.com

risen Lord! I think back to a time, while serving the British
Methodist Church, I experienced the power new life had on a
community. After what felt like an eternity of cold overcast
skies, one day the sun broke through and the weather warmed.
People poured out of their homes like black bears after a long
winter’s nap. Children ran through their gardens, neighbors
smiled and greeted one another, even the flowers of the field
seemed to stand a bit taller as if to say, “Whew! It feels so good
to be blooming again!”

Please check our
Website,
groveumcradford.com
for information and
updates on what is
happening in the
Grove!

The last several months have felt a bit like that for all of us. But
spring is back and Easter is here. It is time to bloom! So, I
wanted to offer you just a few learning and serving opportunities
that are blooming at Grove:
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•

Ministries Board will meet April 15th 6:30 pm: Among many other exciting
things happening at Grove, they will be discussing the possibility of a church
wide “Field Day” where we can gather, relax, play and fellowship together.

•

A new six week Disciple’s Path: A Guide for United Methodists group will be
offered beginning in late April.

•

Get your sneakers on and get ready to get moving spiritually and physical

with A 40 Day Spiritual Fitness Program: Christ Walk starting this Spring.
•

Gardeners in the Grove is back Fridays at 9 am beginning April 16th. This group
combines short earth focused devotions with lawn care/gardening work around
the church.

•

New summer study beginning in May. Mothers in Israel: Methodist Beginnings
Through the Eyes of Women.”

Whether you have been active all through the pandemic or as spring arrives, just
getting back, let me just say, “It is good to be home in the Grove!”
In the Spirit of our resurrected Christ,
Jan
groveumcpastor@gmail.com
540-639-2807 (ext 2)

The Letter of James
Begins April 28th
6:00-7:30 pm
We’ve all heard it, “Faith without works is dead,” but what does it really mean?
Discover together in this five-week study on the book of James. The only material
you will need is your Bible and something to take notes with. Our study begins
Wednesday April 28th and is facilitated by Rev. Dr. Jan. in person and via
Zoom.Let us know you are joining us by calling the church office.
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Administrative Board Meeting Highlights
The Administrative Board met on Monday, March 8th, 2021.
Minister's Report: In addition to her regular pastoral duties, Rev. Dr. Jan Nicholson-Angle
has been involved in the following events and activities:
•

To Our House lunches

•

Grove UMC Staff Parish Relations Committee training and pastoral review

•

Meeting with the Nominations Committee regarding open positions

•

Small group study entitled, "A Disciple’s Path: A Guide for United Methodists"

•

Working with staff to compile end of year Conference Reports

•

Planning for Holy Week activities with the Ministries Board

Trustees: Betsy Hagan and Susan Boggess have been busy cleaning and reorganizing the
Library. Upon completion they will move to the Resource Room.
Ministries Board: Adam McAllister reported that Grove purchased 10 copies of the Worship
and Song Book and two copies of the Worship and Song Piano Accompaniment Book for the
choir.
Nominations and Leadership Development Committee: Reported they met and discussed
open positions for the 2021 Grove Officers. The committee put forth the following nominations which were subsequently elected at the Administrative Board at their March Meeting:
Staff Parish Relations Committee - Class of 2023: Delores Smith and Dave Winston
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Administrative Board is scheduled for Monday, May
10th at 6:30 PM. All are welcome to attend to learn about the work of the church.

May 2021 Special Session of UMC General
Conference Canceled
We continue to navigate emerging from this world-wide pandemic whose impact we
continue to feel. An article in United Methodist News stated that the “plans for a virtual one
-day meeting faced some of the same logistical challenges the General Conference
commission identified in considering a virtual 10-day gathering.” Some of the hurdles
included the fact that out of the 862 delegates, many lived in areas where not only was
there no internet access, but also there was no electricity. The end result is the special
session will not meet in May 2021, and retiring Bishops will not be allowed to retire.
For more information go to:
Bishops cancel May 8 General Conference | United Methodist News Service (umnews.org)
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Celebrate!
HONORING ANNA FRYE
On March 7th, Grove celebrated
the retirement of Anna Frye,
along with her husband, Bobby
and their family. Anna served as
our parish visitor for twenty
years, and we are truly grateful
for her service.

VSHL State Forensics Tournament March 27, 2021

Sydney Schepisi
1st Place Winner

Storytelling

Ali Schepisi and her teammate, Zora were
awarded 3rd Place for Humorous Dramatic
Interpretation.
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In Service of the Risen Savior
Grove UMC loves our RHS Bobcats.
Pictured Right: Grove’s Hospitality
team were good stewards who helped
serve 50 meals to our Radford High
School football team prior to their
Saturday March 20th afternoon game.

Grove UMC loves our church
Pictured Left: Betsy Hagan and
Susan Boggess, two dedicated
servants, are diligently spring
cleaning Grove’s library/
conference room.
Grove UMC loves partnering with
RU Wesley Foundation to serve “TOH”
Radford University Wesley Foundation
and Grove UMC teamed up to provide
meals for “To Our House” which hosts
as many as 14 homeless people
overnight in churches and other public
buildings during cold-weather months.
Pictured:
Martee Buchanan
prepares dinner at the
Wesley Foundation’s
kitchen.
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Small Groups Opportunities
Mothers in Israel:

Methodist Beginnings Through the Eyes of Women
By Rev. Dr. Donna Fowler-Marchant.

Book Study

Begins in May. The day and time will be contingent upon participants’ schedules. This
study will be facilitated by Rev. Dr. Jan. Call the church and reserve your spot.

In a webinar promoting her book, Dr Fowler-Marchant had this to say:
…these women clearly felt that their ministries were arising out of the
spirit moving them and empowering them to do things. What we are
seeing in the pandemic and in the responses that the churches have
had to make is that some things had to be done which people didn’t
necessarily expect to have to do… a sense of letting the spirit do some
new things and letting us see that we need to think a little more broadly than we have. … I think that’s a gift these [early Methodist] women
can give to us… They weren’t bound by simply what had been, they
were able to let the spirit move them into that yardstick of expediency…

Gardeners in the Grove are back! Friday’s 9 am. We share a short devotion that focuses on
creation care followed by a time of working on the grounds at Grove. Work on an area of
your choice as long as you wish. In the spirit of Teresa of Avila, “Our hands, God’s love.”
Pictured: Lynn Wright (left) and Delores Smith and another Grove servant (right) prepare the
grounds for Easter Sunday. The first purple bloom of spring is also seen at Grove.
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New six week study group forming for
A Disciple’s Path: A Guide for United Methodists
guides participants in growing as a disciple of Jesus while engaging in
the spiritual practices of:
Prayers

Presence

Gifts Service

Witness

To join, contact the church office.

The Book Club
Monday nights at 6:30 pm with an open forum discussion on "America's Original Sin:
Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America" by Jim Wallis. Join us via Zoom.
Contact Adam at groveumcchoir@ gmail.com.

From the Hospitality Team
Thanks to everyone who cooked, donated, worked to assemble meals, and prayed for the
RHS Bobcats’ lunch we served on March 20. Delores, Tommy, Bob B., Bob N., Jan, and
Martee packed cookies, made coleslaw, cooked green beans, and
packed the plates. RHS folks picked up the meals and took them to
the school. We hope they enjoyed the meal. Not as much fun as
doing it in person with the guys, but it served a purpose. We did
attach a sticker designed by Susan Lesko. The sticker said the meal
was provided by Grove and that all are invited to join for worship
and Easter services. Thanks to all who participated.

Grove
Supports
RU
Students!
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Please Remember in your Prayers
Mary Kate Kidd, Doug McCoy, Jinnie
Pennington Lockridge, Amy Black,
Keegan, Patty McAllister, Junior Surver,
Mike Porter, Mildred Wall, Graham
Wickline, those homebound and
those in assisted living.

To Provide Altar Flowers
for the altar on open dates contact
Susan Boggess at (540) 639-1078 or
ssboggess@yahoo.com.

April 2021 Ushers & Counters Calendar
Sunday

Monday

USHERS: Clay Carson, Delores Smith, Adam McAllister
COUNTERS: Jean Carson, Bob Boggess

5

USHERS: Clay Carson, Delores Smith, Adam McAllister

12

COUNTERS: Barry Anderson, Delores Smith
USHERS: Clay Carson, Delores Smith, Adam McAllister
COUNTERS: Tommy Fisher, Susan Lesko
USHERS: Clay Carson, Delores Smith, Adam McAllister
COUNTERS: Susan Boggess, Linda Clifford

COUNTER: Betsy Hagan

COUNTER: Susan Boggess
19
COUNTER: Bob Boggess
26
COUNTER: Jean Carson
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Visit us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/Grove-UnitedMethodist-Church-113990451963313/

Grove United Methodist Church
1020 Tyler Ave.
Radford, VA 24141
Phone: 540-639-2807

Consider how God may be calling
you to one of these
important tasks
Ushers for Sunday services

Offering Counters:
- Sunday after service
- Monday morning

Email: radfordgroveumc
@gmail.com
Please visit our website:
groveumcradford.com
To see what is happening at Grove!

Please respond to
rboggess@radford.edu
(540) 639-1078

