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groveumcradford.com
for information and
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Grove!
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From the desk of
Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson Angle, minister
Dear Grove UMC Family,
March has always been one of those transitional months in Southwestern
Virginia where we begin to see longer days, warming temperatures, and
the greening of the earth. Winter, snow, and ice still linger in the wings
and occasionally show up seeking to make their final debuts. As we crawl
out from under our blanket of winter, I pray and trust we will also emerge
from our year-long battle with the COVID pandemic. I thank God that, with
lower COVID cases in the Radford area, we have been able to return to
indoor worship. As we gather indoors, we continue to follow safety
protocols to ensure our congregants' health.
In addition to worship, in-person small groups are also beginning to
reconvene at Grove. One of the groups I facilitate is a Lenten study
group, A Disciple's Path by James Harnish with Justin LaRosa. I think I can
speak for our small group when I say we are finding this study delightful as
it calls us to re-examine our commitment to Jesus Christ and His Church
through the practice of our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
As I prepare my article for our March Grove Greeter, our Disciple’s Path
group is working through the chapter on “Presence.” This chapter
discusses our need and longing for connectedness with God and each other. The chapter emphasizes the importance of worship and small groups.
Following are a few excerpts related to small groups on which you are invited to ponder:
•

We can be individually religious or spiritual, but to grow as a disciple of
Jesus Christ, we must have the "encouragement, guidance, wisdom,
and accountability of other disciples" (p.38, A Disciples Path; Companion Reader).
Continued on Page 2
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FYI
Upper Rooms for
March/April
are available.
They may be
picked up in the
narthex.
Small groups
may meet
following Grove
UMC COVID
guidelines.
To schedule
call 639-2807.
Lay Servant
Training
by Holston
Conference

For information,
contact
Bobby Stair at
bsstair@
comcast.net.

•

The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, literally preached to thousands. Wesley observed that those who came only to worship soon fell
away. In contrast, those who grew in their faith were engaged in small
group study and accountability.

•

How might we grow in our discipleship as a church if we turned every
church committee into a community by "engaging committee members
in sharing their spiritual journeys, being deeply united in prayer, and becoming a network of concern and care for one another" (p. 40 A
Disciples Path; Companion Reader).

•

The church is similar to a sports locker room where players are readying
to go to the playing field. Church is where we "gather for worship [and
small group learning] and are scattered for witness and service" (p.45 A
Disciples Path; Companion Reader).

With all this talk about small groups, how do we define them? When we
think of small groups, we often think of Sunday School or structured studies
such as A Disciple's Path. While many small groups are structured, they can
also be unstructured. For example: a small group can consist of two or
three persons who covenant to read daily a selection of scripture and meet
once a week informally over coffee to discuss what they read.
Currently, I participate in a small unstructured group that has covenanted to
meet (as we are able) for 15 minutes each night to read and reflect on a
poem. Sound simple? It is! I find that when I participate in this group,
listening and reflecting on the poem in community connects me with others
and God. What a great way to end a day!
Please join me in committing 2021 as the year we grow together as Disciples
of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are looking for a small group or have an idea
for a small group you would like to offer through Grove UMC, please be in
touch. I will be glad to help you get your group started or connect you with

a group at Grove.
In Christ's love,
Jan
groveumcpastor@gmail.com
540-639-2807 (ext 2)
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Finance Report
When speaking about most topics, there are usually the “Good News” and the “Not-so
-good News” categories. For 2020, partly but not entirely due to not being able to
meet on a regular, in-sanctuary manner, our income to support our Operating Budget
decreased from past years. We received just a little over $143,000 in income but had
nearly $193,000 in expenses. That certainly qualifies for “Not-so-good News” or
more likely, “Bad News”. However, in the “Good News” category, we received
$23,400 in rent from the Radford City Public Schools (RCPS) and $23,900 from the
government Payroll Protection Plan (PPP). While the latter is officially a loan, there
is every indication that it will be forgiven. Thus, the income received from our congregation, RCPS, PPP, and our reserve funds made our deficit manageable and we
paid all our bills.
While struggling to meet our expenses associated with our 2020 Operating Budget,
Grove continued to prove that we are a generous congregation. We supported the To
Our House program, provided nearly 400 Thanksgiving meals to the Radford
community, and contributed to UMCOR and other relief agencies when disasters
struck. We also supported our own Holston Home, and responded to other calls for
support either locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally. Already in 2021, we
have contributed $745 to Radford Community Action to support once again the men
and women in the To Our House program. Funds are currently being collected to support UMCOR efforts, especially after the recent devastation in Texas.
Our initial financial outlook for 2021 can be summarized as “more of the same.” At
its January meeting, our Administrative Board passed a 2021 budget of nearly
$220,000 fully realizing that reaching this goal of income is highly unlikely but necessary if we wish to provide programs that both current and future members want and
expect while Grove also continues to be a presence in our community and our world
for the expansion of God’s Kingdom. In order to do this, we need the support of
every member.

Continued on Page 4
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In 2020, Grove had 26 commitments for a total of $87,881. For 2021, we have received
23 Commitments for $80,924. We expect our actual expenses for 2021 to be comparable to those of 2020, totaling somewhere between $190,000 and $195,000. This estimate is below our budgeted amount as we have several staff positions in our budget
that are currently empty. We will continue to receive income from the RCPS through
June, 2021 and may apply for another PPP loan so those amounts will partially help to
meet our expenses but not our budget. The message from your Finance Group and Administrative Board is that we need the support of all our members to continue the programs and outreach of Grove. If you have not made a Commitment to Grove for 2021,
please do so as soon as possible. If you cannot do so at the present time, we fully understand yet hope that you will still support Grove UMC with your Prayers, Service,
Presence, Gifts (nonfinancial), and Witness as all of these are important to our successful undertakings as a church.
Thank you to all our members for your past support in all areas and we hope to see everyone in church in the very near future.
Month

Income*

Expenses

Budget

January

$ 8,108

Not yet available

$18,322

February

$24,318

Not yet available

$18,322

Year-to-Date

$32,426

$36,644

*Only income designated to support our General Budget is included. Income such as the RCPS
rent, a second PPP if secured, collections for special projects such as To Our House, and other
similar sources is not included.

UMC GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED
UNTIL 2022
In response to the further postponement of the 2020 General Conference, the Council
of Bishops (COB) is calling a Special Session of the General Conference of The
United Methodist Church (UMC) to be convened online on May 8, 2021.
For More Information, Visit
www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/bishops-call-special-session-2021-15074669
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Where St. Patrick & John Wesley Collided
By Dana E. Watson, Administrative Assistant

This month on March 17th, many people worldwide will celebrate Irishness and
Ireland's patron saint, St. Patrick, the first successful missionary to bring Christianity to
Ireland. He was born into an Anglo-Roman family and kidnapped by the Irish as a teen.
For six years, he experienced deep loneliness. A deepening relationship with Jesus Christ
sustained him.
In May 2010, I made the trip of a lifetime to the Republic of Ireland. I love
Christian Irish history, so I booked a tour to see some historical sites. The tour first
stopped at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Many fascinating people walked through the doors of
this place including John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. I knew that Wesley was
from England, but I did not expect to find him in a cathedral named for the nation's
patron saint.
Upon more research, I found he visited Ireland on twenty-one occasions between

1747 and 1789. On one of his last visits, he led a group of Dublin Methodists to the
Cathedral for Holy Communion. He was invited by the dean, William Cradock, to assist
in performing the sacrament. That stuck with me to be in a place where an influential
man proclaimed the word of God.
March is a time for celebration, not just to celebrate our Irish heritage, but to remember that God shows up in unexpected ways, as he did for Patrick over 1500 years
ago. It is also the month we remember John Wesley, who died on March 2, 1791. Praise
God for these two men and the contributions they made to God's kingdom.
Left: Looking up at the towering
St. Patrick’s cathedral in Dublin.
Right: A statue of St. Patrick
greets me in the countryside of
County Meath.
Photos by: Dana E. Watson
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Sharing the Love

Pictures of the Schepisi Family responding
to worship on Valentine’s Day.

Celebrating Anna Frye

Thank you to Grove Disciples who
unselfishly serve by cleaning up,
cleaning out, decorating, teaching,
leading, and loving one another
and the community.

Anna Frye is retiring as Grove’s
parish visitor, a post she has
faithfully served for the past
twenty years. Her husband,
Bobby was her constant
companion as she served as
visitor.
On March 7th at 11:00 am, we
will have a drive-by celebration
in the upper parking lot.
There will be a basket for card
collection for anyone wishing to
bring cards.
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From the Ministries Board

I hope everyone is enjoying this time of the year and looking
forward to the warmer weather, which hopefully will be upon us
soon. The Ministries Board met this past month. In the meeting, we
discussed the Lenten season leading up to Easter. We are in the process
of planning Holy Week, so please stay tuned for updates regarding
services as we move into our time of Easter Celebration.
This week, some of our church members have been preparing meals
for the To Our House program. Thank you to our church members who
are keeping this ministry going! In addition, the hospitality work group
will provide meal for the Radford High School Football team. We are
still finding ways to serve our community during COVID!

Please join us for the Administrative Board meeting on March 8th.
We will be continuing the discussion about the possible additions of
television screens to our sanctuary.
Adam

Administrative Board Meeting March 8th
The regular meeting of the Administrative Board will be at 6:30 pm on March 8th via Zoom.
As with all meetings of the Board, this meeting is open to any member of the church. At this
meeting the Board will begin the discussion of adding visual media to the sanctuary. If you
have questions or opinions about this or other business of the church, I encourage you to
join us!
Contact Dana at groveumcsecretary@gmail.com or Martee at mtbuchan@gmail.com.
I encourage all members to be in prayer for this and all meetings that direct proceedings of
our church.
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Holston Conference can send
daily devotionals right to your
email. This is perfect for those
seeking a devotional during
the season of Lent.
To subscribe, go to:
https://list.robly.com/subscribe?a=86212b741523f9e41a9d3b61c1c0c05a

A six-week study that
guides participants in
growing as a disciple of Jesus through engaging in the
spiritual practices of:
Prayers

Presence

Gifts
Service

Witness

To join one of our Disciple’s
Path groups contact the
church office 639-2807.

The Book Club
Monday nights at 6:30pm with
an open forum discussion on
"America's Original Sin:
Racism, White Privilege, and the
Bridge to a New America"
by Jim Wallis.
Join us via Zoom. Contact
Adam McAllister at
groveumcchoir@ gmail.com.

Training
FREE resources for “Equipping Leaders” of the church
www.umcdisicipleship.org /equipping-leaders
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SPRING FORWARD
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 14th

REDEMPTION
Who Needs It?
Lenten Preaching Series
2/21—The World Needs Redeeming
2/28 — People Need Redeeming
3/7 — Actions Need Redeeming
3/14 — Life Needs Redeeming
3/21—The Heart Needs Redeeming

3/28 — Palm Sunday
(10 am Indoor and 2 pm Drive-In )

4/1—Maundy Thursday (online)
4/2 — Good Friday (online)
4/4—Easter Sunday
7:00 am Outdoor Sunrise
10 am Indoor Worship

To Our House
Thank you to the volunteers at Grove who
are centering their life on loving God &
loving others by working with Unity
Christin Church to serve meals for TOH.
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Please Remember in your Prayers
Mary Kate Kidd, Doug McCoy, Jim Angle,
Jinnie Pennington Lockridge, Amy Black,
Janice Herzog, Keegan, Brent Lesko, Patty
McAllister, Junior Surver, Mike Porter,
Mildred Wall, Graham Wickline,
those who are homebound and those
in assisted living.

Consider how God may be calling
you to one of these
important tasks
•

Ushers for Sunday services

•

Offering Counters:

- Sunday after service
- Monday morning

To Provide Altar Flowers
for the altar on open dates contact
Susan Boggess at (540) 639-1078 or

Please respond to
rboggess@radford.edu
(540) 639-1078

ssboggess@yahoo.com.

March 2021 Ushers & Counters
Sunday

Monday

USHERS: Bob Boggess, Susan Boggess, Dave Winston
Betsy Hagan, Adam McAllister
COUNTERS: Barry Anderson, Bob Boggess

8

14 USHERS: Bob Boggess, Susan Boggess, Dave Winston
Betsy Hagan, Adam McAllister

15

COUNTER: Linda Clifford

COUNTER: Betsy Hagan

COUNTERS: Barry Anderson
21 USHERS: Bob Boggess, Susan Boggess, Dave Winston
Betsy Hagan, Adam McAllister

22
COUNTER: Delores Smith

COUNTERS: Tommy Fisher, Susan Lesko
28 USHERS:Bob Boggess, Susan Boggess, Dave Winston
Betsy Hagan, Adam McAllister
COUNTERS: Susan Boggess, Linda Clifford

29
COUNTER: Bob Boggess

10

Visit us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/Grove-UnitedMethodist-Church-113990451963313/

Grove United Methodist Church
1020 Tyler Ave.
Radford, VA 24141
Phone: 540-639-2807
Email: radfordgroveumc
@gmail.com
Please visit our website:
groveumcradford.com
To see what is happening at Grove!

World Day of Prayer
March 5, 2021
Grove UMC Sanctuary open
10am-4pm for anyone who
wants to pray.
The World Day of Prayer was
started by a group of women
who "desired to pray with and
for the burdens of others, to not
live in isolation but to
acknowledge we are all God's
children, and to reinforce the
aspects of prayer and action as
inseparable".

