GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Grove Greeter

1020 Tyler Ave.
Radford, VA 24141
Phone: 540-639-2807
Email: radfordgroveumc
@gmail.com

groveumcradford.com

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
FOR GROVE UMC
Please change our
church email contact
to
Radfordgroveumc

@gmail.com
Small groups may
meet following Grove
UMC COVID
guidelines.
To schedule
call 639-2807.
Upper Rooms for
January/February are
available. They may
may be picked up in
the narthex.
Please check our
Website,
groveumcradford.com
for information and
updates on what is
happening in the
Grove!
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Joining Hands of Hope in 2021
From the desk of Rev Dr. Jan C Nicholson Angle, minister
Dear Church Family,
No doubt many of us recently joined our voices singing these words:
“Should auld acquaintance be forgot and never brought to mind?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot and auld lang syne?”
Robert Burns, author of this familiar Scottish song, was born January
25, 1759. He is often regarded as the national poet of Scotland.
Burns penned the words to Auld Lang Syne in 1788, whose English
title translation means “Old Times Since” or for “Old Time’s Sake.”
Should we forget old times past? As I look back on 2020, I have to
say I would like to forget a good part of this past year. The joys and
hopes I had anticipated in 2020 were certainly mixed with trying
times. As I reflect on that first Christmas I recognize that the birth of
Jesus came with visions of a hoped for prosperous future for Israel and
the world. Have you read Matthew’s telling of the birth story?
According to Matthew, right after the visit of the Magi there was little
time for pondering the promised future as Mary and Joseph packed up
and fled into Egypt in order to prevent King Herod from killing Jesus
(Matthew 2). Reaching back further, our biblical ancestors of the
Exodus left Egypt with Moses in hopes of a future “promised land.”

Continued on Page 2...
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Continued from Page One...
As they began their journey, and throughout their journey, they discovered the road to the promised land came with trials in the desert.
A less familiar stanza of Auld Lang Syne as translated into English seems
to explain the irony of the ups and downs of our human journey:

“We two have run about the hills and pulled the daisies fine
But we’ve wandered manys the weary foot, since old times since.”

Grove UMC
Nominations & Lay
Leadership
Training
January 9th 2021
10 am – 12 pm

Fellowship Hall
Grove UMC
SPRC Training
January 16th 2021
10 am – 12 pm
Fellowship Hall

Facing life, and trying times yet to come, Jesus encouraged his followers
with these words: “Here on earth you [Christ’s followers] will have many
trials and sorrows. But take heart for I have overcome the world” (John
16:33). In another place Jesus reminded his listeners that God sends rain
and sunshine on everyone regardless of their belief or actions (Matthew
5:45). According to God’s Word, life is a mixture of trials and triumphs,
joys and pain, ups and downs.
It’s true, 2020 may not have been everything we hoped it would be and
there are things we cannot go back and change. Bluntly put, this past
year was what it was. For those of us who claim the name of Christ as
Savior our past, or the circumstances of our present, do not dictate our
future. As Christians, we remember what is behind us, but we cling to a
future filled with life and hope not because of who we are, but because of
who God is and has proven to be.
On New Years Eve we said goodbye to 2020 joyfully and some tearfully

Grove UMC
Administrative
Board Training
Coming Soon
Date, Time, &
Location TBA

singing the chorus of Auld Lang Syne. One verse we rarely sing, though
should is this:
And there’s a hand, my trusty friend!
And give us a hand of yours!
And we’ll take a deep [drink] of good-will, for old times since.”
Grove UMC family, let us remember 2020 and courageously step into
2021. Letting go of what is behind, and in Christ’s love, joining our hands
together to reach out and reach forward to things ahead in sure and
certain hope of the good future God has promised for our church, our
community and for all.
GROVE

GREETER

JANUARY

2021

From the Ministries Board
Hello Church Family!
The Ministries Board met this past month and we had a very
productive meeting. We planned our Christmas Eve service and
even though we were unable to celebrate Christmas together, I
hope that everyone had a festive and blessed time during the
season. One topic of conversation that has been in discussion
between the Administrative and Ministries Boards has been the
addition of televisions in the sanctuary to assist in worship and
further bringing our church into the current culture.
Rest assured, this is not a topic that will be made today or in
haste. We discussed the benefits of implementing the televisions
as well as the detriments. This issue will continue to be discussed
amongst both boards and a decision will be made between both the
Administrative and Ministries Boards. If you have any questions
or would like to have your voice heard, please come to our meetings
and voice your concerns and opinions! The final thing that was
discussed was the importance of furthering the education and
discipleship of our church members. We began implementing this in
the past year with the addition of Book groups and Bible studies as
well as our ongoing Sunday school classes. If you are interested in
starting an educational program within the church, please let me
know, and we will work with you to get it started! This pertains to
speakers, studies, or classes. I hope that the New Year finds you
well and that we continue to serve God together through love and
acceptance!
Adam
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Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 100-150
words.
The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually
endless. You can include stories that focus on current
technologies or innovations in
your field.
You may also want to note
business or economic trends,
or make predictions for your
customers or clients.

Inside Story Headline

GROVE

GREETER

If the newsletter is distributed
internally, you might comment
upon new procedures or improvements to the business.
Sales figures or earnings will
show how your business is
growing.
Some newsletters include a
column that is updated every
issue, for instance, an advice
column, a book review, a letter
from the president, or an editorial. You can also profile new

employees or top customers
or vendors.

JANUARY

2021

From the Administrative Assistant
Christmas Eve was a cold, dreary and wet day. It did not feel very
“Christmassy” or at least what I was used to. Many of my
Christmases had mild, cool weather in South Mississippi. I had
never had a white Christmas.
This year was my first Christmas in Virginia. I arrived at my twin
sister’s place soaked from the rain. I unloaded tons of unwrapped
gifts as my sister juggled her infant son and three-year-old
daughter. Her husband arrived with some giant presents in his van
but those would have to wait to come in until after the kids were
asleep.
Later that night, my niece was chatting about how excited she was
for Santa to come. She added, “And it will snow too!”
My sister rebuffed her because snow was not in the weather
forecasts.

After the children were put to bed, my brother-in-law set out to
play the role of Santa. He opened the door to retrieve the gifts
hiding in his van. Then, he announced it was snowing.
I remained upstairs wrapping presents as well as wrapping myself
in sorrowful tears. When my sister saw this, she commanded me to
watch the snow fall because she found it quite therapeutic. It
was! I selfishly thought about how Jesus did this for me. He was
comforting me.
Snow continued to fall through the morning. When my niece awoke,
she was overwhelmed with joy that Santa had come. My sister
pointed out there was snow outside. My niece joyfully shouted,
“Snow! It’s Santa magic!”
I was not going to correct her because for her, it was magical. I
felt the comfort of the Holy Spirit in the blessing of my first
White Christmas.
I hope all of you found comfort and blessings during this
Christmas season, and they will continue throughout the new year.
Love and Light,

Dana
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The Book Club
Resumes January 18th at
6:30pm with an open
Forum Discussion on the
book "America's Original
Sin: Racism, White
Privilege, and the Bridge
to a New America" by Jim
Wallis. We will follow with
a six-week guided
discussion by the book's
author where he looks at
the Biblical correlations
with the book.
Join us via Zoom.
Let us know you will be
with us by contacting
Adam McAllister at
groveumcchoir@
gmail.com.

Training Resources
for All Members
The following online
training resources are
made available through
Discipleship Ministries
and Resource UMC.

Join Grove UMC’s 2021 Staff and Officers as we explore our personal
strengths and leadership styles. St. Paul taught in his letters to the Church
that as the body of Christ

These FREE resources
are examples of the
many benefits of being a
connectional church.

Strength Based Leadership:
Great Leadership, Teams, and Why People Follow

Discipleship Ministries |
Spiritual Gifts Inventory
(umcdiscipleship.org)

our gifts and strengths work together

from Gallup

to accomplish the ministry

Discipleship Ministries |
Equipping World-Changing
Disciples
(umcdiscipleship.org)

GROVE

Don Clifton’s

God has uniquely called us to do
For more information contact the minister at groveumcpastor@gmail.com
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2021 Officers & Leaders
Administrative Board
Administrative Board Chair:
Trustee Chair:
Staff Parish Chair:
Ministries Board Chairperson:
Lay Leader:
Lay delegate to Conference:
Lay Delegate to Conference
Treasurer:
Admin/Charge Secretary:
Minister:
Deacon-in-Residence:

Martee Buchanan
To be Elected in 2021
Barry Anderson
Adam McAllister
Barry Anderson
Terica Fisher
Libby Watts
Linda Gardiner
Dave Winston
Jan Nicholson-Angle
Ila Schepisi

Administrative Board at Large
2021
Susan Lesko
Betsy Hagan

Adam McAllister
Martee Buchanan
Libby Watts

Bob Cullaty

Susan Lesko

2023
David Winston

Paul Lambert

Katrina Burda

Tommy Fisher

Chairperson: Barry Anderson
Minister: Rev. Dr. Jan C. Nicholson Angle
Lay Leader: Barry Anderson
Lay Delegate to Conference: Terica Fisher

2022

2021

Susan Boggess

Carolyn Wojtera
Martee Buchanan
Susan Lesko
Terica Fisher
Jan Nicholson-Angle
Ila Schepisi

Staff-Parish Relations Committee

2023
Frank Herzog
Bob Boggess

Ministries Board at Large

Ministries Board
Ministries Board Chair:
Administrative Board Chair:
Lay Delegate to Conference
Education Representative:
Communications Tech Rep:
Hospitality Representative:
Missions Representative:
Worship Representative:
Minister:
Deacon-in-Residence:

2022
Marceline Hunter
Tommy Fisher

Staff-Parish Relations Committee at Large
2021

2022

Susan Boggess

Paul Lambert

Janice Herzog

Dick Kidd

2023

Clay Carson

Lay Leadership Development Committee
Chairperson: Rev. Dr. Jan Nicholson-Angle (Minister)
Vice Chairperson: Barry Anderson (Lay Leader)

Lay Leadership Development Committee at Large
2021

2022

2023

Bob Boggess

Linda Clifford

Cory Shepisi

Olivia Carchia

Jean Carson

Susan Lesko
A complete list of officers and Work Team Areas is available by contacting the church office.
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January 2021 Flower Calendar

To Provide Altar Flowers

Sunday

To provide flowers for the altar on open
3

Communion

dates contact Susan Boggess.

10

Marceline Hunter

(540) 639-1078 or ssboggess@yahoo.com.

17

Owells family

24

Terica Fisher

31

January 2021 Altar Guild

OPEN

Terica and Tommy Fisher

January 2021 Ushers & Counters Calendar
Sunday

Monday

3

4

USHERS: Betsy Hagen, Bill Williamson, Adam McAllister & Bob Boggess

COUNTER: Susan Boggess

COUNTERS: Barry Anderson & Bob Boggess

10 USHERS: Betsy Hagen, Bill Williamson, Adam McAllister & Susan Boggess

11 COUNTER: Libby Watts

COUNTERS: Barry Anderson & Bob Boggess

17

USHERS: Betsy Hagen, Bill Williamson, Adam McAllister & Frank Herzog

18 COUNTER: Susan Boggess

COUNTERS: Tommy Fisher & Susan Lesko

24

USHERS: Betsy Hagen, Bill Williamson, Adam McAllister & Linda Clifford
COUNTERS: Susan Boggess & Volunteer Needed

31 USHERS: Betsy Hagen, Bill Williamson, Adam McAllister & Paul Lambert
COUNTERS: Bob Boggess, Marceline Hunter

25 COUNTER: Volunteer Needed
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FOOD BANK
Grove UMC
1020 Tyler Ave.
Radford, VA 24141
Phone: 540-639-2807
Email: radfordgroveumc
@gmail.com
Please remember families who are
food impoverished by bringing an
unopened canned or boxed good.
There is a box in the Narthex for
Food Bank Collections.

Please visit our website:
groveumcradford.com
To see what is happening at Grove!

Consider how God may be calling you to one of these important tasks:
Ushers for Sunday services
Offering Counters: - Sunday after service

- Monday morning
Please respond to rboggess@radford.edu or (540) 639-1078

