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Grace Lutheran Church 

9
th

 & Logan Street Wayne, Nebraska 68787 

Phone: 402.375.1905        Office email:  kwiser@gracewayne.com 

www.gracewayne.com. 

 

 THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT                  December 17, 2023                                                   

   

Welcome:  We are glad that you are here or are watching our worship service online.  May 

you be blessed through this time of worship.  We pray you find today's service a source of 

encouragement and strength.  Offerings are received at the door as you enter or leave.  

Please take a moment to complete an attendance registration slip found in the pew rack 

and return it to the offering plates also.   

 

 

Prayer Requests are always welcome. To have someone included in our prayers during 

worship, please call the pastor or church office or write down the request and give it to the 

pastor. 

 

 

Lectionary Summary: When he preaches repentance, John the Baptist points us to Christ 

Jesus. John was sent by God “as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him” (John 1:7). He baptizes with water in order to “make straight the way 

of the Lord,” who shall redeem His people from their sins (John 1:23). That Lord Jesus 

“who comes after” John now stands among us and makes Himself known to us (John 1:26–

27). He has been anointed by the Holy Spirit “to bring good news to the poor” and “to 

bind up the brokenhearted” (Is. 61:1). By the washing of the water with His Word and 

Spirit, He clothes His Church with “the garments of salvation” and adorns her with His 

own righteousness “as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Is. 61:10). Therefore, we 

“rejoice always” in the Lord, “pray without ceasing” and “give thanks in all 

circumstances” (1 Thess. 5:16–18). For “the God of peace,” who has called you by the 

Gospel, will surely “sanctify you completely,” so that “your whole spirit and soul and 

body” will “be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23–24). 

  

http://www.gracewayne.com/
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Order of Worship 

Divine Service Setting 3   LSB 184 

 

Preservice Music 

 

Welcome and Greeting Time 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

♫Opening Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LSB 515 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,  And let your lights appear; 

 The evening is advancing,  And darker night is near. 

 The Bridegroom is arising  And soon is drawing nigh. 

 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain  Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

 Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear. 

 The marriage feast is waiting;  The gates wide open stand. 

 Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience  Their cross and suff’rings bore, 

 Shall live and reign forever  When sorrow is no more. 

 Around the throne of glory  The Lamb they shall behold; 

 In triumph cast before Him  Their diadems of gold. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation,  O Jesus, now appear; 

 Arise, O Sun so longed for,  O’er this benighted sphere. 

 With hearts and hands uplifted,  We plead, O Lord, to see 

 The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 

C Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his 

people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

P Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

C Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

P Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 

 

♫Gloria Patri LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

♫Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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♫Advent Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 v. 7 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

 Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

♫C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 

our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

♫C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of the 

LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant 

to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil 

of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they 

may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 

repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. . . 8For I the LORD love 

justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will 

make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the 

nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice 

in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 

like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For 

as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Choir:  “One Small Child”  (10:30) 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 
21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 23Now may 

the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

♫Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

♫C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came 

to bear witness about the light. . . . 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did 

not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they 

said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been sent from 

the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 

among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 

sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

♫C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Children’s Message 
 

♫Hymn of the Day  “Arise, O Christian people!” LSB 354 

1 Arise, O Christian people Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior,  Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone The truth and light were given; 

    The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown. 

 

2 Prepare the way before Him;  Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him,  This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way:  The lowly valleys raising, 

    The heights of pride abasing,  His path all even lay. 

 

3 The humble heart and lowly  God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror  The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right,  That heeds God’s invitation 

    And makes true preparation— It is the Lord’s delight. 

 

4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;  Turn not from me aside, 

And help me to receive You  This blessèd Adventtide. 

From stall and manger low  Come now to dwell within me; 

    I’ll sing Your praises gladly And forth Your glory show. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon  “Look to Jesus and Rejoice” Pastor Buchhorn 

 
Stand 
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♫Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus & Benediction LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

♫C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

♫C Amen, Amen, Amen. 
Sit 

 

Hymn to Depart: “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,  The Savior promised long; 

 Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held. 

 The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 

 And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

 And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Public domain 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

WE REJOICE with the following members of Grace who are celebrating this week. 

 

BIRTHDAYS:  Addilynn Hass, Bradley Longe, Mallorie Mathieson, Jason Beiermann, 

Tiffany Maturey, Kimber Roeber, Mark Niemann, Kennedy Stowater, Aprill Bodlak & 

Eric Bodlak 

ANNIVERSARIES: Terry & Doris Meyer, Gerald & Janice Poppe, Roger & Denise 

Fredrickson and Chad & Krista Young 
 

NURSERY:  A nursery room has been created to help parents with young children.  The 

nursery is located in the first room west of the upstairs fellowship hall.  Please feel 

welcome to use the room to quiet your child. 

 

PARENTS OF LITTLE CHILDREN: Books which your children may enjoy are 

available in book bags located near the doors at the east end of the sanctuary.  Please 

return the books after the worship service.  Thank you.   

 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERINGS WERE $5,681. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS: Today we continue our short Advent series on 

Joseph the foster-father of Jesus.  We will focus on Joseph's role as guardian.  The class 

meets at 9:15 a.m. in the church basement. 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:  Join us for our final study of the Gospel 

of Luke for the year.  We are in chapter 17 and will be meeting on Wednesday at 9:00 

a.m.  There will be no class on December 27.  God willing, the class should resume 

January 3.    
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MIDWEEK REMINDERS:  This week will be our final Midweek service for 

2023.  The class will begin following the Wednesday worship service at approximately 7 

p.m.  Please note that classes will resume January 3 at 6:30 even though Wayne 

Community Schools are still on break.   

 

FAMILY COMMUNION SCHEDULE:  There will be no family communion service 

on Saturday, December 23.   The service will resume on Saturday, December 30 at 4 

p.m.   

 

LUTHERAN HOUR:  "Community and Conversation" -- Lutheran Hour 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler -- This Christmas Eve, God wants to be found in the 

human community gathered in the name of Jesus and in the conversation connected with 

Him. Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on KTCH AM next Sunday at 7:30 am. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Today, we will study “A Tent for God.” Moses begins the process 

of building a portable house (called a tabernacle) for the Lord by gathering offerings from 

the Israelites. God provides detailed instruction for the creation of the ark of the covenant 

as well as the other fixtures of the tabernacle. When the tabernacle is finally assembled, 

the glory of the Lord descends on the tabernacle in the form of a cloud. As long as the 

presence remains, the people remain in that place. 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE, Today, December 17 at 6:00 PM.  Every element of 

the service is designed to encourage people who might be BLUE with grief or other loss 

at this Christmas time. The service will offer a quiet message of the Savior’s birth, 

Scripture reading, hymns, choir, lighting a “remembrance candle,” receive the gift of a 

prayer shawl, and a fellowship time.  Please attend with any family who might also 

appreciate the service. In addition, please invite and bring others you know who might be 

blessed by a Blue Christmas Service.   “Comfort, comfort my people says your God,” 

Isaiah 40:1 

 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  Our annual Sunday School Children's 

Christmas Eve program will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 24.  Practices 

are following the late worship service.  We begin in the basement with a snack 

 

SCRIPTURE CHRISTMAS CARDS are for sale in the church basement.  Stop down 

and check out all the greeting cards the Ladies Aid has for sale.  All monies go toward 

missions. 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
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LUTHERAN HOUR SPONSORS ARE NEEDED:  It’s not too early to reserve your 

special date to sponsor the Lutheran Hour in 2024.  The cost is $20. 

 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT:  Advent is a season of preparation before the celebration 

of Christmas.  The word "Advent" means "coming."  During the season we remember 

that Jesus came from heaven to be our Savior, that He still comes to us through His Word 

and Sacraments, and that He will come again in glory as judge of the living and the dead.  

The color for Advent is blue which reminds us of the color of the sky and that we are to 

be looking to heaven for Jesus' coming.  Join us Wednesday, December  20th, for our 

midweek Advent services.  The theme for our Advent midweek worship will be a sermon 

series by Pastor Lilienkamp entitled “The Clothes of Conviction”.  

 

AN ADVENT FELLOWSHIP MEAL is being planned for Wednesdays prior to our 

midweek services.  Join us at 5:15 p.m. in the basement for this time of refreshment.   

 

CHECK IT OUT:  Susan Abar has written her autobiography, “Against All Odds”.  

Laid off from work and diagnosed with breast cancer, Susan doesn’t think life could get 

much worse, but it does.  Following a bilateral mastectomy, doctors discover a fast-

growing mass on her pancreas.  As Susan faces certain death, she discovers the beauty of 

her feminine heart hidden and hurting beneath the scars of her past.  Journey with her as 

an amazing story unfolds, revealing God’s compassion and mercy through a heart’s 

longing, a miracle of healing and the lessons of two pennies, a rainbow and a woman 

named Mercy.  BIO/ABA 

 

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now in your church mailbox.  Please do not use 

2023 envelopes after January 1, 2024.  If you did not get offering envelopes, please call 

the church office to request them. 

 

2024 JANUARY – MARCH PORTALS OF PRAYER are located at both entrances of 

the church.  Start 2024 with a daily personal devotion.   
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CHILDREN’S SERMON NOTE: This morning the children’s “worship bus ride” will 

discover that there is a difference between the days of the week.  There are workdays, 

holidays, and holy days.  The Third Commandment teaches Christians the importance of 

the “Holy Day.” The Third Commandment:  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 

holy.  What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 

preaching and His Word but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

Revitalized worship in the church today is dependent upon restoring Sunday to its proper 

place as the HOLY DAY.  For the first 300 years of Christianity the church organized time 

by the week, and Sunday was the day of celebration of God’s restored creation because 

God’s Son rose from the dead on that day.  Reverence for Sunday as the HOLY DAY was 

the way Christians gave thanks to God for the redemption of all creation in the death and 

resurrection of Christ.  Our present culture has moved away from the importance of setting 

aside a HOLY DAY.  Since today we live as though every day is the same, contemporary 

life is impoverished by the failure to take time for worship.  Christians are called on set 

aside the time for the weekly pattern of public worship. 

  

 

 

 

 

PARTCIPANTS IN TODAY'S WORSHIP 

PASTORS:  Pastor Michael Buchhorn, Senior Pastor 
Pastor’s phone: 402.385.4148      Email: pastorbuchhorn @gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:   Pastor Carl Lilienkamp 

ELDER ON DUTY: Payton Janke  (8:00)  Doug Heithold (10:30) 

ACOLYTES:    Brayden Stegemann & Lauren Ekberg (8:00)  

   Ashlynn Trautman & Veronica Daum (10:30) 

READERS:    Diane Zach (8:00) Andy Bose  (10:30) 

GREETERS:    Gene Casey & Jeanette Swanson (8:00) Don & Lisa Nelson (10:30) 

FISHERS OF KIDS PRESCHOOL: Teacher – Keila Olson – 402.584.2257    

   Director – Rhonda Sebade – 402.369.2170                    

LUTHERAN HOUR SPONSOR:  Louise Green in memory of Don Green and Liz 

Hadcock 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

TODAY  8:00 am. Worship 

9:15 am. Sunday School & Bible Class 

10:30 am.  Worship 

11:30 pm. Sunday School Program Practice 

6:00 pm. Blue Christmas 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am. Bible Study 

   10:00 am. Preschool Chapel 

   5:15 pm. Advent Supper 

   6:15 pm. Advent Worship 

   7:00 pm. Midweek 

THURSDAY  10;00 am. Preschool Chapel 

   7:00 pm. Choir 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am. Worship/Communion 

   9:15 am. Bible Class 

   10:30 am. Worship with Children’s Program 

   8:00 pm. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship   

MONDAY  9:00 am. Christmas Day Festival/Communion 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

8:00 am. – Communion Worship 

10:30 am. – Children’s Program 

8:00 am. – Candlelight Carol Worship 

 

Christmas Morning 

9:00 am. – Communion Worship 

 

New Year’s Eve 

8:00 am. – Communion Worship 

10:30 am. – Communion Worship 
 

 

 


