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 2023 January 

Good News of Grace 
Family Worship Times                

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am 

Sunday School  9:15am 

 

904 Logan    Wayne, NE     402-375–1905      

Pastors                          

Michael Buchhorn & Erik Christensen 

Resolutions 
As we look ahead to the beginning of a new year of grace, it is a good 

time for reflection on life and direction.  Some in response to such reflection 
make resolutions of things that they hope to change, old patterns that need 
to be broken or new habits that a person hopes to form.  Whether it takes 
the form of a personal New Year’s resolution or not, it seems a helpful exer-
cise to consider some resolutions from the Bible.  Below are a few examples.   

In Daniel 1 we read, “But Daniel resolved that he would not defile him-
self with the king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked 
the chief official to allow him not to defile himself” (1:8).  I appreciate this 
verse for several reasons, Daniel indicates that it is not inappropriate to 
make resolutions regarding what we eat or drink.  Maybe we are also aware 
of some changes that need to be made to our habits in those areas.  But 
Daniel also sought the help of another with regard to eating or drinking.  He 
had fellow servants who made the same resolution.  But more than that he 
let the official in charge of the food distribution know his plans so that he 
could help.  If you want to eat healthier or drink less, it is helpful to have oth-
ers come along side you to assist.   

The Bible reminds us that fitness, diet and other goals may be of some 
benefit, but we should not forget the things that have ultimate benefit.   In 1 
Timothy 4 for example we are told:   “Train yourself for godliness; for while 
bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (4:7-8).   

In 2 Timothy, we hear about times which seem remarkably like our own.  
God said through his apostle:  “But mark this: There will be terrible times in 
the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without 
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power” (3:1-5).   
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In such times we do not have the luxury of complacency.  Paul’s last 
item on the list of terrible things marking the end was those who have a 
form of godliness but deny its power.  We are cautioned about just having 
the externals of a life of faith but not having genuine faith.  It is appropriate 
to ask ourselves are we less committed to the cause of Christ, more fre-
quently away from worship and the sacrament, or more tolerant of sin in 
our personal lives?  If so perhaps it is time for some resolutions.   

Paul urged Timothy to train for godliness.  An example of this training 
for godliness is found in Romans 12.  Paul writes: “Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not con-
form any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 
will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Paul reminds us of the importance of having our minds renewed by the 
power of the Word so that we might know God’s will.  As we look at the 
worrisome trends in our society and the increased apathy of people toward 
the things of God, I think it is important that we do something more than 
simply bemoan how bad others are becoming.  It is time for our personal 
introspection and inventory followed by repentance and resolve.   

Relying upon our Lord Jesus Christ to strengthen and equip us and 
trusting in His completed work on our behalf, we resolve to follow Him. 

May God bless each of you as you come to better know and show forth 
the love of Christ in 2023.   

In Christ, 
Pastor Buchhorn 

A Prayer for New Year’s Day 

O God our heavenly Father, we give thanks that you have sent your 
Son to us,  that he might save his people from their sins.  Grant us your 
grace, that in this new year we may begin all that we do, in word and 
deed, in the name of Jesus, and through him give praise to you, our Fa-
ther; and continue and increase therein all that the days of our life until 
at last, when time is ended, we praise and adore you in eternity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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College Sunday Night Dinners and Bible Studies 
The schedule for our College Sunday Night Dinners has been posted 
and we would love for you to sign up to host a meal or two. Our stu-
dents are truly blessed by you each semester, and not only can you 
sign up to provide food, but you can come join us down at Cup of 
Grace for Bible Studies, and Fellowship! The more we get to know 
these students the more we can help them feel welcome in our con-
gregation. God bless you this year and thanks again for all of your sup-
port! 
 
High School Sunday School Class 
Our current High School Sunday School Class is called, “GENESIS, SCI-
ENCE, AND THE FOUNDING FATHERS!” What a year it has been for this 
study, and we are just now getting to chapter 8 in the book of Genesis. 
All eighth graders, high school youth, and their parents are encour-
aged and invited to join this class that meets every Sunday at 9:15am. 
Together you will discuss amazing things like archaeology, history, and 
of course God’s Word! Come see how we can learn from the past to 
better understand our present and have confidence in the future of 
God’s plan of love and salvation for you and all His children!  
 
High School Wednesday Night Bible Study: 
January 4th and 18th are our next Wednesday Night Bible Studies. As 
we gather, we will be talking about Jesus and Identity. Where do we 
find out who we have been born to be? The world has answers. Our 
friends have answers. Politicians have answers. But the only answers 
that are real, honest, and we should listen to come from one place. 
Those answers come from God’s word and Jesus himself. Come join us 
and invite your friends to find out the truth! 
 
Youth Board Meeting:  
Our next meeting will take place on February 2nd at 6:30pm. We will 
meet every other month for about an hour. We will talk about all sorts 
of ideas and plans for where we would like to go as a youth group, and 
how we can continue to share God’s love with our community and 
world. Hope you can join us as we respond to God’s voice calling us to 
be His hands and His feet to the nations!  
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More details will be coming, but our Youth Group wants to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! To do that, we 
were looking ahead, and we hope to be able to serve couples a 
special Valentine’s Day Lunch. Tickets will be sold ahead of 
time, but you won’t want to miss our youth getting dressed to 
the nines to serve you. Childcare for young families is also being 
planned. And then we hope you might be able to stick around 
for our Circuit Bible Institute. Pastors Alex Blanken and Martin 
Hill will be leading a wonderful discussion for us. Watch for this 
to be shared more in January! 

Our Youth will be going to Sioux City 
January 21st. We will meet at church 
at 9am to travel to Cone Park. It is 
$10 for both ice skating and sledding 
rental. Or if we have twenty-five peo-
ple attend, we can rent the entire 

space for a private event at $250. We will also 
eat a late lunch which is not included in this 
amount, and then we hope to be home by 5pm 
in the afternoon. Please RSVP as soon as possi-
ble by going to Bit.ly/YouthSkating 

Youth Ice Skating and Sledding 

Youth Valentine’s  
Day Lunch  
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Greetings and God’s blessings from the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade class! It has been a joy this year to be walking through the Bible from 
the very beginning. Each week, we read the stories from the Bible. At the be-
ginning of class, each student is given a notecard on which to take notes 
about the day’s lesson. They keep these notecard collections on binder rings. 
The hope is that this will aid them in remembering details and identifying 
important points about each story we learn.  

We also use textbooks called Know the Bible Now: A Visual Over-
view, which include Bible stories in a shortened form, as well as pictures, 
charts, maps, and summaries that help put the narratives and lessons into 
perspective. For example, in a recent lesson on the Israelites in exile, the text-
book summarized why they went into exile (punishment for their sin) but also 
pointed out that God did not forget them in their exile – He cared for them 
and saved them from death. He promised them a future and a hope 
(Jeremiah 29:11). This brought out an important point to talk about in class: 
All of us will surely endure hard trials in life, but God is with us and will never 
forsake us. And God uses these trials to strengthen our faith. The textbook 
described this point well: “When you wonder where God is during difficult 
times, consider that He is preparing you for a better future. Kind of like lifting 
weights to build muscle, God allows you to be tested for a time to strengthen 
your faith and trust in Him. Even as God kept His word to destroy and to save, 
you also know the ‘Lord will rescue [you] from every evil deed and bring [you] 
safely into His heavenly kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18).” We look forward to that 
time!     Amanda Broberg 

 
Upcoming Lessons Include: 

January 1st – Wise Men Worship – Magi  
January 8th – Claimed and Tested – Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation  

January 15th – Fishers Follow – Jesus Calls Disciples 
January 22nd – The Wine Sign – A Wedding at Cana 

January 29th – Mountain Message – Jesus Preaches on the Mount 
 

During the month of January our 9:15am Sunday School Openings 
will continue as normal. Parents should join their kids in this general study as 
we enjoy snacks, music, and fellowship in the Church basement. We also in-
vite all parents to join us then for Bible Study as your kids go to their own 
classes. Both upper division and lower division classes will be participating in 
a time of singing music as a children’s choir. Specific dates for them to sing in 
the church as a choir will be announced as they are scheduled.  
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We are also continuing to collect loose change and offering in Sunday 
School. If you would like your child to participate, please have them bring any 
money they want to their teacher who will put it in the offering jar or plate in 
each room. This offering will be given throughout the year to our local food 
bank here in Wayne. As of December we have donated a total of $70 that will 
be used to feed local families who are in need.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who helped get our 
Christmas Program organized, fed, and supported throughout the month of 
December! I think the kids showed just how much they learned one more 
time about the birth and life of our victorious King and Savior, Jesus Christ! A 
huge thank you goes out to you all, but especially to Lora Heithold for being 
our director! Every time we gather we are reminded of His love and mercy! 
These are things only He can provide and with Him leading us we are “Putting 
on the Full Armor of God” through the study of His gracious Word! 

Our MidWeek Classes will also continue to meet during the month of 
January.  All 3rd Graders through 8th Graders are invited to come join us from 
6:30pm to 7:30pm, as we get back into the swing of just having MidWeek 
classes. We will bump that time back to 7pm in late February for Lent, but for 
now we encourage you to reset your alarms for 6:30pm. 

Opportunities for fellowship and growth outside of our regular Sun-
day School and MidWeek hours are continuing to be discussed and planned. 
Thank you again to everyone who helped collect any of these items (stocking 
caps, socks, mittens, scarves, underwear, and toothbrushes) for families and 
individuals who are in need. Remember they were given to Orphan Grain 
Train who will be responsible for passing these items on to those who need 
them. 

We are also looking towards hosting a special event during the 
Spring, which will be this year’s CrossPoint. If you remember this is a new 
event that we started last year. At CrossPoint we taught our children the sig-
nificance of Jesus’ last week on earth while also giving them an opportunity to 
get bags of candy and treats for Easter. The theme we will have is Journey to 
the Cross! We hope you can join us as we follow Christ’s footsteps that 
brought us salvation and forgiveness. Hold onto your seats because more de-
tails will be shared as we get closer to April!  

Lastly our next Sunday School and MidWeek Teacher Meeting is 
scheduled for December 8th at 6:30pm.  
 
Respectfully, 
The Sunday School Program (pastorerik@gracewayne.com) 

mailto:pastorerik@gracewayne.com
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Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid                                          November 9,2022 

Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid met on November 9, 2022, with 15 members pre-
sent. 

Rhonda Sebade led a Bible Study from the Lutheran Hour Devotions entitled 
“Burdens” based on 2nd Thessalonians chapter 3 verse 6 and following.   We 
don’t want to be a burden to others – we want to remain givers and not re-
ceivers.    There was a discussion on ways Jesus asked for help and as a Chris-
tian we follow in Jesus’s footsteps to the cross and ask God for help in our 
prayers. 

President Mary Lou Erxleben opened the business meeting by having the 
group recite the LWML pledge.   Christian Growth Chairman, Rhonda Sebade, 
read a devotion entitled “Pray For A Bountiful Harvest” based on 1st Timothy 
2: verse 4.    Roll call was taken and minutes were read and approved. 

Correspondence included brochures from Alaskan Mission for Christ, Lutheran 
Bible Translators, and e-mails for a trip to Mission Central and collecting 
stamps. 

The treasurer’s report was given and filed for audit.   President Erxleben led a 
Mission Grant devotion entitled “Building Relationships While Spreading the 
Gospel in Belize.”  The $100,000 grant will help with construction projects, 
dental and medical clinics, adult and youth Bible studies, sports programs, an 
education tutor program, scholarship programs, and an elementary school 
lunch program to the village people of Seine Bright who struggles with pov-
erty, high unemployment rate, young single motherhood, and a literacy rate 
of only 79 percent.   

Committee reports – Betty Wittig continues to promote the greeting card min-
istry.  Ruth Victor announced there will be no quilt sewing in December but 
will resume on January 26th.  Grace Kanitz sent in Best Choice UPC labels.  We 
currently have an ample supply of greeting cards including Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

Unfinished business – LWML Fall Zone Rally was held in Laurel with 6 mem-
bers attending.   Fabric kits were delivered to Norfolk by Fauneil Bennett and 
Kathy Johnson.   Fauneil sent Sandra Wriedt a thank you for the fabric.   

New business – Our December 14th meeting will be a Christmas tea and mem-
bers are encouraged to personally invite guests, especially from the LWML 
Altona and Tri-Parish groups.  Members are to bring 1 ½ dozen cookies and 
everyone bring their own Christmas mug.   Cookies will be distributed to shut 
ins.  The officers will set up tables and decorations for the tea. 

Ladies Aid will sponsor the Giving Tree and donations can be whatever the 
giver would like to give – socks, mittens, scarves, hats, underwear, tooth-
brushes, etc.   
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The preschoolers are getting ready 
for Christmas! They have been busy 
making tree ornaments, learning 
about hibernation, and discovering 
animal tracks! The students are also 
getting excited about their Christ-
mas parties! We have been learning 
about the birth of Jesus by discover-
ing "What God Wants For Christ-

mas." Every week, we open gifts related to Jesus' birth. We dis-
cuss each gift, and then add it to the Nativity scene. It is exciting 
to see who gets to open the gifts next, as we learn the story.  

     Next month, our topics will include: Bear Scientist, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.; Snowmen, and Penguins. Enjoy Christmas with 
your families, and the excitement of bringing in the New Year! 
See you in 2023! 

Thank You again to everyone 

who helped support our youth 

group buy purchasing a Ham! 

And thank you to all our youth 

who worked hard on selling these hams! Together we were able 

to sell 155 hams total and raise just under $2500. It means the 

world to the youth knowing that you as a congregation are here 

to support and encourage them in each step as they learn about 

the love of Christ! 

Holiday Ham Sales 
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Mission Council Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Church 
December 12, 2022 
 

Grace Lutheran Church Mission Council met at 7pm Monday December 12, 2022.  
The following members were present:  Pastor Buchhorn, Pastor Erik, Jerry 
Echtenkamp, Dwight Mock, Lowell Johnson, Chuck Potosnyak, Louise Green, Brian 
Frevert, Chad Janke, Angie Beiermann.  Also present was Craig Evans. 
Jerry called the meeting to order 
Pastor Buchhorn led the council with an opening prayer and devotions 
 

Minutes from the October 10, 2022 meeting       
The minutes were presented and reviewed.  Chuck moved to approve the minutes 
as presented, Louise seconded the motion and the motion carried with all ayes. 
 

Minutes from the Annual Voters Meeting November 12, 2022   
The minutes were presented and reviewed.  Louise moved to submit  the minutes 
for final approval at the annual 2023 voters’ meeting as presented, Dwight second-
ed the motion and the motion carried with all ayes.      
 

Treasurer’s Report   
Louise Green presented the Treasurer's Report. The funds for Mercy Meals and the 
Endowment Fund approved by the voters at the November 12th annual meeting 
have been disbursed. After review and discussion, Angie moved and Brian seconded 
the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the motion carried with all ayes. 
 

Elders  
The Elders have arranged for Red Cross AED automatic defibrillator training for the 
Elders and other interested members in January.  Chuck reported on the number of 
baptisms, marriages, new memberships and membership losses.  The Pictorial Di-
rectory committee is  working on gathering church activity photos to be included in 
the new pictorial directory which should be ready by Easter. 
 

Trustees Report  
Pastor Buchhorn reported that the roofing contractor has been here to install the 
exhaust vent for the new gas back up furnaces through the roof. The AC company 
still needs to complete the interior work.    
 

Campus Ministry     
Pastor Erik reported on the church and college youth activities. The Grace Church 
youth are planning a Valentines’ Day luncheon on February 12th.  
 

Altar Guild    
The Altar Guild collected and transported more than 700 food items from Grace to 
the Wayne food pantry.  The congregation is thanked for its generosity.   
 

Stewardship    
The offering envelopes for 2023 are here and have been distributed in church mail-
boxes. 
 

Handbook    No report 
 

Endowment Fund  No report.   
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Memorial Fund    
Louise reported the current balance is $4,638.19.  A request was made to approve 
this account for online banking to help to better monitor and report on account 
activity .    Louise moved and Angie seconded the motion to establish on-line access 
to the memorial account and the motion carried with all ayes. 
 

Evangelism  No report 
 

Education No report 
 

Auxilliary The Ladies Aid have scheduled a tea this week on Wednesday 
 

Pre-school  
The Buddy Bench for the playground was delivered and assembled by Dwight and 
Pastor Buchhorn. Pastor Buchhorn was notified that new playground play scape 
equipment should be delivered next week. It weighs 1,400 lbs and will be unloaded 
by the shipping company and  stored until it can be installed in  spring. 
 

Old Business    
The reconfiguration of the basement womens’ restroom partitions will be done in 
January.   We have a request for three more sets of outlets by the serving windows 
in the kitchen.  Lowell will contact Jason Beiermann to do this.  
The design  work for the pictorial directory activity pages is ongoing and will hope-
fully be complete by the end of the year.       
Claussen will install the underground lawn sprinkler system in the spring.  
The Circuit Bible Institute is scheduled to be held at  Grace February 12 with no 
meal planned this year.  Attendees will be encouraged to attend the youth valen-
tine meal prior to the CBI. Installation of new officers will be January 1st. 
 

New Business   
Louise with arrange for new signature cards at the bank for the new officers.   
It was recommended to move the current youth checking and savings accounts to 
be a subaccount of the church general fund rather than being kept in separate bank 
accounts  .  It would then  be monitored and reported on monthly by the church 
treasurer.  Chad moved that the Youth Ministry Checking and Saving Accounts be 
listed as one checking sub-account to the church general fund account and Chuck 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with all ayes. 
It is hoped to move forward on the hiring of the  pianist position and  the AV tech-
nology position yet in January.  If anyone has interest they are asked to speak with 
Pastor Buchhorn.  
There is a leak that has developed in the bell tower that is showing up in the balco-
ny south wall.  We’ll need a basket truck to access the bell area of the tower.  The 
bell tower has a concrete floor and there no slats in the tower’s open windows and 
blowing snow can accumulate.                           
Pastor Buchhorn thanked the retiring Mission Council members and officers for 
their service. 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Lowell Johnson 
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Elder on duty 
01 8:00 am. Chuck Potosnyak
 10:30 am. Josh Ruwe 
08 8:00 am. Mike Heithold 
 10:30 am. Jared Heithold 
15 8:00 am. Doug Heithold 
 10:30 am. Payton Janke 
22 8:00 am. Josh Ruwe 
 10:30 am. Chuck Potosnyak 
29 8:00 am. Jared Heithold 
 10:30 pm. Mike Heithold 
 

Acolytes 
01 8:00 am. Maddux Heithold & Reagan Heithold 
 10:30 am. Courtney Roeber & Colston Starzl 
08 8:00 am. Hunter Ruwe & Cole Zach 
 10:30 am. Alivia Kesting & Dreu Jensen 
15 8:00 am. Tre’cyn Ocampo & Brayden Stegemann 
 10:30 am. Chase Rethwisch & Cloey Young 
22 8:00 am. Emma Heithold & Konnor Kai 
 10:30 am. Graycen Trautman & Lauren Ekberg 
29 8:00 am. Bryn Tiedtke & Myles Tiedtke 
 10:30 pm Lanee Rethwisch & Dylan Jensen 
 

Greeters 
01 8:00 am. LeRoy & Carol Robbert 
 10:30 am. Louise Green & Chuck Potosnyak 
08 8:00 am. Lowell & Kathy Johnson 
 10:30 am. Don & Lisa Nelson 
15 8:00 am. Jaret & Nicole Harmer 
 10:30 am. Doug & Mary Temme 
22 8:00 am. Jessie & Cassie Heithold 
 10:30 am. Jerry & Loree Echtenkamp 
29 8:00 am. LeRoy & Carol Robbert 
 10:30 pm Justin & Megan Anderson 

Lay Readers 
01 8:00 am. Jeff Simpson 
 10:30 am. Louise Green 
08 8:00 am. Kathy Johnson 
 10:30 am. Jennifer Kesting 
15 8:00 am. Hallie Heithold 
 10:30 am. Mary Temme 
22 8:00 am. Lowell Schardt 
 10:30 am. Doug Temme 
29 8:00 am. Jeanette Swanson 
 10:30 pm Andy Bose 
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GRACE FAMILY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Dick Nolte 

3 Ridge Broders & Diana Langemeier  

4 Katie Talbott 

5 Daniel Greenwald & David Stuthmann 

7 Scott Heinemann 

8 Amber Nelson & Violet Maturey  

9  Kara Heaton, Taven Ocampo & Casey Junck 

11 Katie Mathieson 

12 Sadi Fredrickson & Brian Bebee 

14 Cory Erxleben, Beckett Foote, Kurt Janke, Maddux Heithold 

& Nancy Niemann 

16 Jerry Echtenkamp, Johnny Lempke, Dwight Mock,            

Brayden Stegemann & Leanne Centrone 

18 Stacey Kai, Alan Thomsen & Pam Nolte  

19 Kevin Anderson & Lowell Heggemeyer 

20 Anthony Munson & Theresa Lubberstedt  

21 Vickie Greve, Delvin Mikkelsen, Grady Van Cleave &          

Ben Lilienkamp 

22 Joshua Ruwe, & Haley Brogren 

23 Paul Biermann & Roger Fredrickson 

24 Barbara Greve, Alvin Longe, Jess Thompson & Cheryl Suehl 

26 Heath Greve & Nick Spahr 

27 Karlee Janke, Amber Sperry & Ross Rastede 

28 Gary Manning 

29 Mason Sharer 

30  Janice Poppe & Jill Roeber 

31 Dan Mitchell & Logan Mathieson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8a Worship/Communion 
9:15a Sun. School & B.C 
10:30a Worship/Communion 
 

Officer Installation 

2 
3:30 p Kinship Communion 
7::30 p Elders 

3 
9a Circuit Pastors’ 
@ Grace 
 

4 
9a Bible Study 
5p Bell Choir 
6:30p Midweek 
7:45p H.S. Class 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
4p Family Communion 

8 
8a Worship/Comm 
9:15a Sun. School & B.C. 
10:30a Worship/Comm 
2:00 p Circuit Forum  @ Grace 

7:30p Sun. Night Dinner 
 

9 
6p Choir 
7:00p Mission Council 
 

10 
 

11 
9a Bible Study 
2p Ladies Aid 
5p Bell Choir 
6:30p Midweek 
 
 

12 
 

13 14 
4p Family Communion 

15 
8a Worship 
9:15a Sun. School & B.C. 
10:30a Worship 
 
 

16 
6p Choir 
 

17 
 

18 
9a Bible Study 
5p Bell Choir 
6:30p Midweek 
7:45p H.S. Class 

19 
 

20 21 
9a Youth Ice Skating 
4p Family Communion 

22 
8a Worship/Comm 
9:15a Sun. School & B.C. 
10:30a Worship/Comm 
7:30 p Sun. Night Dinner 

23 
6p Choir 
 
 

24 25 
9a Bible Study 
5p Bell Choir 
6:30p Midweek 

26 
7p Altar Guild 

27 
 
 

28 
4p Family Communion 

29 
8a Worship 
9:15a Sun. School & B.C 
10:30a Worship 
7:30 p Sun Night Dinner 

30 
6p Choir 

31    Grace Lutheran 
Church 

402-375-1905 
www.gracewayne.com 

January 2023  Grace Lutheran Church — Activity Calendar


