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Grace Lutheran Church 

9
th

 & Logan Street Wayne, Nebraska 68787 

 Phone: 402.375.1905        Office email:  kwiser@gracewayne.com 

www.gracewayne.com. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  December 18, 2022                                                       
 

 

 

Welcome:  We are glad that you are here or are watching our worship service online.  May 

you be blessed through this time of worship.  We pray you find today's service a source of 

encouragement and strength.  Offerings are received at the door as you enter or leave.  

Please take a moment to complete an attendance registration slip found in the pew rack 

and return it in the offering plates also.   

 

Prayer Requests are always welcome. To have someone included in our prayers during 

worship, please call the pastor or church office or write down the request and give it to the 

pastor. 

 

Lectionary Summary: The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the 

Nativity of Our Lord. With the blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, 

her Son, conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the 

sign once given to the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 

7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, 

entirely His work and a free gift. It also is the way and means by which the Lord our God 

is Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is conceived and born 

of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3–4). He 

comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called “Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in 

faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also 

live by faith in this Holy Gospel. 
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Order of Worship 

Service of Prayer and Preaching   LSB260 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Greeting Time 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

♫Opening Hymn: “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  LSB 352 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 

2 What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many_a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

3 Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 

Him of twofold race behold— Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

4 As Your coming was in peace, Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me Which is Yours eternally. 

 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Public domain 

 

Stand 

Opening Versicles 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
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P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

♫Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  LSB 357 sts. ref, 2 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Public domain 

 

Collect of the Day  

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Readings From Holy Scripture 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 

the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 

that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat 

curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before 

the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you 

dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon 

your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from 

Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Handbell Anthem:  “The First Noel”   (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 

his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the 

Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God 

with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

Children's Message 
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♫Sermon Hymn:  “O Sing of Christ”  LSB 362 

1 O sing of Christ, whose birth made known The kindness of the Lord, 

Eternal Word made flesh and bone So we could be restored. 

Upon our frail humanity God’s finger chose to trace 

The fullness of His deity, The icon of His grace. 

 

2 What Adam lost, none could reclaim, And Paradise was barred 

Until the second Adam came To mend what sin had marred. 

For when the time was full and right God sent His only Son; 

He came to us as life and light And our redemption won. 

 

3 He came to that which was His own, But He was not received; 

Yet still through Him God’s glory shone, And some His name believed. 

To these He gave the right to be The heirs of heav’n above, 

Born not of human ancestry But born of God in love. 

 

4 Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell Among us here on earth 

As God with us, Emmanuel, To bring this holy birth. 

Though rich, You willingly became One with our poverty, 

That we might share Your wealth and name For all eternity! 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011619. 

 

Sermon “Tried Patience”  Pastor Erik 

 

Stand 

♫Hymn of Response: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  LSB 338 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us;  Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Public domain 
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Prayer  LSB 265 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Collect for the Word  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives on reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 

may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 

and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

Sit 
 

♫Closing Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  LSB 361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 

 

3 How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
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Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in,Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
Public domain 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

 

WE REJOICE with the following members of Grace who are celebrating this week. 

 

BIRTHDAYS:  Bradley Longe, Mallorie Mathieson, Tiffany Maturey, Kimber Roeber, 

Mark Niemann, Kennedy Stowater, Aprill Bodlak, Eric Bodlak, Aaron Daum & Aaron 

Ocampo 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Roger & Denise Fredrickson and Chad & Krista Young 

 

LAST WEEK our offerings were $11,657. 

 

NURSERY:  A nursery room has been created to help parents with young children.  The 

nursery is located in the first room west of the upstairs fellowship hall.  Please feel 

welcome to use the room to quiet your child. 

 

PARENTS OF LITTLE CHILDREN: Books which your children may enjoy are 

available in book bags located near the doors at the east end of the sanctuary.  Please 

return the books after the worship service.  Thank you.   

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:  Special Presentation.  Today our Pastor 

Emeritus, Carl Lilienkamp will be giving a presentation on his work at Beautiful Savior 

Lutheran Church in Anchorage.  Come and hear what God has been doing in 

Alaska.  The class meets in the church basement following Sunday School opening at 

9:15. 

 



9 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: “Homecoming Hopes” is the theme for our lesson this week. King 

Artaxerxes sends Ezra as a priest and scribe to teach and lead the people at the newly 

repaired temple in Jerusalem. Nehemiah convinces the king to send him to Jerusalem to 

repair the city wall. Despite opposition from Israel’s neighbors, repairs are completed in 

record time. Nehemiah, Ezra, and the priests lead the people in a joyous rededication of 

the wall. Discuss together, “What homecoming can we look forward to as God’s 

children?” 

 

LUTHERAN HOUR:  "Gestures of Hope" -- Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. 

Michael Zeigler -- Dr. Michael Zeigler shows how even the smallest acts of kindness can 

go a long way, by God's grace. Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on KTCH AM next 

Sunday at 7:30 am. 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:  The Wednesday morning class will meet 

this week as we continue our study of Second Kings.  In the aftermath of the fall of the 

northern kingdom, we learn about a faithful king in the south.  Join us Wednesday at 9:00 

a.m. 

 

FAMILY COMMUNION:  There will be no 4 p.m. family communion services on 

December 24 or December 31 due to Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve services which 

begin at 6 p.m.  The family communion service on Saturday at 4 p.m. should resume at 

its normal 4:00 p.m. time on Saturday, January 7.   

 

2023 CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES are in your church mailbox.  If you did not 

receive envelopes and would like them, please contact the church office. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICES:  Christmas Program Practices will be 

immediately following our 10:30am service. This practice will include a brief time for 

lunch in the church basement followed by a time of preparation for the program itself. 

Practices will culminate with all of our youth sharing the joy of Christmas with our 

congregation during the Children’s Christmas Program on December 24th at 6pm! We 

hope you and your family will be able to join us. 
 

GIVING TREE:  Ladies Aid and our Sunday School and Midweek Classes will be 

setting up the Giving Tree in the basement and will be accepting for all ages; hats, 

mittens, scarves, socks, underwear & toothbrushes which will be given to Orphan Grain 

Train. 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
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MIDWEEK CLASSES: There will be no Midweek class this Wednesday, December 

21st, or next Wednesday, December 28th. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! See 

you all for church, and when classes resume in 2023! 

 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS:  For our final midweek Advent service for 

the year we will have a service of lessons and carols.  It is an opportunity to hear once 

again God's promises concerning our Savior and celebrate the fulfillment of those 

promises in songs of praise.  The service will be Wednesday December 21 at 6:15 

p.m.   A fellowship meal will be served prior to the service beginning at 5:15 p.m.  

 

LUTHERAN HOUR SPONSORS are needed for 2023.  If you would like to sponsor a 

broadcast, please contact the church office.  Broadcasts are $20. 

 

BUILDING HEALTHY FAMILIES: Thinking about how best to answer your 

children’s questions about Santa? Not sure yourself? In these days of confusing messages 

from unreliable sources and re-written histories that often leave us not knowing what to 

believe, here is a true story that you, your children, and grandchildren need to know and 

remember. The Real St. Nick: Leader, Legend, or Lie? is a 25-minute video (and single-

session Bible study), hosted by the Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus-former Speaker of The Lutheran 

Hour, which examines a man who, next to Jesus Christ, is the most visible figure during 

the holidays—St. Nicholas or Santa Claus—as we know him in Western culture. Dating 

back to the third century, St. Nick is attributed with the doing of many benevolent and 

charitable acts of kindness and generosity. Visit the Lutheran Hour web site at 

https://www.lhm.org/studies/studydetail.asp?id=13640 to see the video and download the 

Bible study – all free from our friends at The Lutheran Hour! Lutheran Family Service - 

www.LutheranFamilyService.org.  

 

 

 

 

PARTCIPANTS IN TODAY'S WORSHIP 

PASTORS:  Pastor Michael Buchhorn, Senior Pastor 
Pastor’s phone: 402.833.1071      Email: pastorbuchhorn @gmail.com 

Pastor Erik Christensen, Associate Pastor 

Pastor’s phone:  979.204.0752     Email: pastorerik@gracewayne.com 

Pastor Emeritus:   Pastor Carl Lilienkamp 

ELDER ON DUTY: Jared Heithold (8:00 Mike Heithold (10:30) 

https://www.lhm.org/studies/studydetail.asp?id=13640
http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
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ACOLYTES:  Emma Heithold & Konnor Kai (8:00)  

 Graycen Trautman & Courtney Roeber (10:30) 

LAY READER:  Irene Mock (8:00) Jo Junck (10:30) 

GREETERS:   Gene & Janet Casey (8:00)  

   Chad & Pam Janke (10:30) 

FISHERS OF KIDS PRESCHOOL: Teacher – Keila Olson – 402.584.2257                        

  Director –Sara Ruwe– 402.369.2661 

LUTHERAN HOUR SPONSOR: In memory of Bonnie Sandahl 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 

TODAY  8:00 am. Worship 

   9:15 am. Sunday School & Bible Class 

   10:30 am. Worship 

11:45 am.  Sunday School Lunch 

12:30 pm. Sunday School Program Practice 

MONDAY  6:00 pm. Choir 

   7:00 pm. Mission Council 

WEDNESDAY 5:00 pm. Bell Choir 

   5:15 pm. Advent Supper 

   6:15 pm. Advent Worship 

SATURDAY  6:00 pm. Christmas Eve Children’s Program 

   8:00 pm. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am. Worship/Communion 

   9:15 am. Bible Study & Sunday School 

   10:30 am. Worship/Communion 
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