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Grace Lutheran Church 

9
th

 & Logan Street Wayne, Nebraska 68787 

 Phone: 402.375.1905        Office email:  kwiser@gracewayne.com 

www.gracewayne.com. 

Second Sunday of Advent  December 4, 2022                                                       
 

 

 

Welcome:  We are glad that you are here or are watching our worship service online.  May 

you be blessed through this time of worship.  We pray you find today's service a source of 

encouragement and strength.  Offerings are received at the door as you enter or leave.  

Please take a moment to complete an attendance registration slip found in the pew rack 

and return it in the offering plates also.   

 

Prayer Requests are always welcome. To have someone included in our prayers during 

worship, please call the pastor or church office or write down the request and give it to the 

pastor. 

 

Lectionary Summary: “John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

‘Repent’” (Matt. 3:1–2). His preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins prepared 

people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. John’s work was historically complete 

with the incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry continues in preaching Law and 

Gospel. The Son of God has come in the flesh, “a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch from his roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His 

good tree of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He calls the nations 

to repentance. “With the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He 

slays the wicked and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. 

So also the “root of Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 

15:12), that “we might have hope” and be filled “with all joy and peace in believing” 

(Rom. 15:4, 13). 
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Order of Worship 

Matins   LSB 219 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Greeting 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

♫Opening Hymn:  “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”  LSB 344 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

Stand 

Δ5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Public domain 

 

Opening Versicles  LSB 219 

♫P O Lord, open my lips, 

♫C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

♫P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

♫C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

♫C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
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♫Hymn Verse:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  LSB 357 v.4 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Public domain 

 

Collect of the Day  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 

by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Readings From Holy Scripture 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 

bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

LORD. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes 

see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the 

poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with 

the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness 

shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell 

with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion 

and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall 

graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The 

nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand 

on the adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the root 

of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and 

his resting place shall be glorious. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 15:4–13 
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 

God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 

in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 

you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 

show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will 

praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O 

Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who 

arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 3:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 

when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt 

around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea 

and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized  by him 

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root 

of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire.  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 

mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
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Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

Children’s Message 

 

♫Sermon Hymn: “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”  LSB 342 

1 What hope! An Eden prophesied  Where tame live with the wild; 

The lamb and lion side by side,  Led by a little child! 

 

2 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,  A branch from David’s line, 

A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:  The fruit of God’s design. 

 

3 As banner of God’s love unfurled,  Christ came to suffer loss, 

That by His death a dying world  Would rally to the cross. 

 

4 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,  Lost Paradise restore; 

Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—  Come, open heaven’s door. 
© 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011619. 

 

Sermon “The Branch of Life” Pastor Erik 

 

♫Benedictus Hymn:  “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”  LSB 936 

1 Sing praise to the God of Israel!  Sing praise for His visitation! 

Redeeming His people from their sin,  Accomplishing their salvation, 

Upraising a mighty horn within  The house of His servant David! 

 

2 God spoke by the prophets long ago,  His promise on oath recalling— 

To Abraham made in former years:  Of vanquishing foes appalling, 

That those He delivered from their fears  Might gladly and truly serve Him. 

 

3 You, child, will go on before the Lord  As prophet, His way preparing; 

To speak on behalf of God Most High,  His counsel of truth declaring: 

Rich mercy and grace for all whereby  Iniquity is forgiven. 
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4 O bright, rising Sun, now shine on us  In need of illumination; 

Come scatter the shades of sin and death  And shatter their domination. 

Be guiding our footsteps on the path  Of peace, in Your presence dawning! 
© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011619. 

 

Stand 

♫Kyrie  LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 

 

Collect for Grace  

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 

power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 

righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

♫C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus & Benediction  LSB 228 

♫P Let us bless the Lord. 

♫C Thanks be to God. 

♫P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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♫C Amen. 

 

♫Closing Hymn:  “When All the World Was Cursed”  LSB 346 

1 When all the world was cursed  By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came  With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal  The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown,  As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

2 Before he yet was born,  He leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord  Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream,  A new Elijah bold, 

He testified of Him  Of whom the prophets told: 

 

3 Behold the Lamb of God  That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes  The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God,  Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 

 

4 O grant, dear Lord of love,  That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John,  Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk  Upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him  In His eternal day. 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011619. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

 

WE REJOICE with the following members of Grace who are celebrating this week. 

 

BIRTHDAYS:  Bonnie Kai, Ann Ruwe, Rhonda J. Sebade, Connie Mindrup, Esther 

Brader, Cody Henderson, Brian Kesting, Riley Kalin, LeRoy Robbert, RoNelle 

Woodward, Janet Fuoss, Darci Slama & Deb Starzl 

ANNIVERSARIES:  
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LAST WEEK our offerings were $6,439. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:  Today we continue our overview of basic 

Christian teaching from a Lutheran perspective.  Come and review or to learn something 

new.  The class meets in the basement at 9:15 following Sunday School opening.  

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:  As we continue our study of Second 

Kings we will study the sad day when the Northern Kingdom fell to the Assyrian Army 

and its people were sent into exile.  As we learn about this key event from the Old 

Testament we are reminded of the consequence of sin.  The class meets at 9:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday. 

 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY PROJECT:  Monday, December 5 is our deadline for 

submitting photos to be included in our new pictorial directory.  For more information on 

how to submit a photo please contact the church office.  We are only able to guarantee 

that those whose photos appear in the directory will receive a copy of the book when it is 

completed.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: “Comfort in Captivity” is the theme for our lesson this week. 

When Nebuchadnezzar takes the Israelites into exile in Babylon, Jeremiah writes to the 

exiles, assuring them of God’s continuing care for them. Through Jeremiah, God 

promises a new covenant where His people will live eternally through Jesus. Discuss, 

“How does God comfort us today?” 

  

LUTHERAN HOUR: "Beauty We Can't See" -- Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. 

Michael Zeigler  We often feel our need for God's presence only when we see what it 

looks like when He's absent. Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on KTCH AM next 

Sunday at 7:30 am. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICES:  Christmas Program Practices will be 

immediately following our 10:30am service. These practices will include a brief time for 

lunch in the church basement followed by a time of preparation for the program itself. 

These practices will culminate with all of our youth sharing the joy of Christmas with our 

congregation during the Children’s Christmas Program on December 24th at 6pm! We 

hope you and your family will be able to join us. 
 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
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GIVING TREE:  Ladies Aid and our Sunday School and Midweek Classes will be 

setting up the Giving Tree in the basement and will be accepting for all ages; hats, 

mittens, scarves, socks, underwear & toothbrushes which will be given to Orphan Grain 

Train. 
 

MIDWEEK SCHEDULE: During Advent Midweek classes will meet immediately 

following the 6:15 worship service (about 7:00 pm) and wrap up by 8pm. Thank you 

again for being involved with all these wonderful opportunities! 

 

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES:  Help keep Christ at the center of your Christmas 

plans this year by attending Midweek Advent Services.  Wednesday, December 7, 14 and 

21 at 6:15 p.m. we will be pausing to consider the true miracle of the season.  During our 

midweek services our pastors will be preaching a series of sermons on the Nativity story 

entitled “Do not be Afraid.” A light meal will be served before the worship service from 

5:15 – 6:00 p.m. to help those of you coming straight from work.  Help reclaim Advent as 

a holy season.  

  

CHRISTMAS TEA: Ladies Aid would like to invite women of the congregation to a 

Christmas Tea to enjoy Christmas goodies, coffee, tea & cider and a short program 

December 14 at 2 PM. 

 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY AND CAROLING: The entire congregation is invited 

to join our Youth and the Adult Choir as we go caroling to a few homes on December 

16th. We will meet at 5pm in the church parking lot and carol around town for about an 

hour. We will then come back to church for a time of fellowship and dinner at 6pm. Pizza 

will be served with hot chocolate and other Christmas favorites. The youth will also have 

time to exchange white elephant Christmas gifts. If you wish to participate in the gift 

exchange, please bring a gift that is under $15 for each person playing. Merry Christmas!  

 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE will be held Sunday, December 18 at 6:00 pm.   Christmas 

joy, due to loss through death, loss of job, health, or normalcy due to COVID, may be absent 

for many Christians.  The Blue Christmas Service recognizes the loss and offers a quiet, 

thoughtful recognition of God’s gift of love in Jesus.  The service will provide an opportunity 

for worshippers to light a candle in remembrance of a loved one or other loss.  Prayers 

shawls, having been knit by congregation members, will be given as a token of Christian 

compassion; a fellowship time with refreshments will follow the service.  Please invite or 

bring any family or friends who might appreciate the service.  
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BUILDING HEALTHY FAMILIES: The first snowfall of the year - welcomed or not - 

always makes a significant impact on the landscape. The brightest of white color covers 

all and everything is – for a brief time until the plows and cows come through – clean and 

beautiful. Notice the new fallen snow when it comes, and let it remind you to reflect on 

the amazing gift that is yours through Jesus: “…though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 

wool.” Isaiah 1:18 Lutheran Family Service - www.LutheranFamilyService.org. 

 

POINSETTIA orders are due today.  There are order forms located at the exit doors. 

 

LIFESERVE BLOOD BANK will be at Grace on December 13, 2022.  Call 800-287-

4903 to make your appointment.  Appointments are required. 

 

 

 

 

PARTCIPANTS IN TODAY'S WORSHIP 

PASTORS:  Pastor Michael Buchhorn, Senior Pastor 
Pastor’s phone: 402.833.1071      Email: pastorbuchhorn @gmail.com 

Pastor Erik Christensen, Associate Pastor 

Pastor’s phone:  979.204.0752     Email: pastorerik@gracewayne.com 

Pastor Emeritus:   Pastor Carl Lilienkamp 

ELDER ON DUTY: Chuck Potosnyak (8:00 Troy Stowater (10:30) 

ACOLYTES:  Hunter Ruwe & Cole Zach (8:00)  

 Dreu Jensen & Lauren Ekberg (10:30) 

LAY READER:  Jeff Simpson (8:00) Doug Temme (10:30) 

GREETERS:   Jesse & Cassie Heithold (8:00)  

  Doug & Mary Temme (10:30) 

FISHERS OF KIDS PRESCHOOL: Teacher – Keila Olson – 402.584.2257                        

  Director –Sara Ruwe– 402.369.2661 

LUTHERAN HOUR SPONSOR: Beverly Hansen 

 

  

http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 

TODAY  8:00 am. Worship 

   9:15 am. Sunday School & Bible Class 

   10:30 am. Worship 

11:45 am.  Sunday School Lunch 

12:30 pm. Sunday School Program Practice 

   7:30 pm. Sunday Night Dinner  

MONDAY  6:00 pm. Choir 

   7:30 pm. Elders 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am. Bible Class 

   5:00 pm. Bell Choir 

   5:15 pm. Advent Supper 

   6:15 pm. Advent Worship 

   7:00 pm. Midweek 

   8:00 pm. High School Study 

SATURDAY  4:00 pm. Family Communion 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am. Worship/Communion 

   9:15 am. Bible Study & Sunday School 

   10:30 am. Worship/Communion 

11:45 am.  Sunday School Lunch 

12:30 pm. Sunday School Program Practice 

   7:30 pm. Sunday Night Dinner  
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