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 August 2022 

Good News of Grace 
Family Worship Times                

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am 

Sunday School  9:15am 

 

904 Logan    Wayne, NE     402-375–1905      

Pastors                          

Michael Buchhorn & Erik Christensen 

It doesn’t take long in life before most of us realize that we do not 
control everything.  No matter how much we might desire a sunny day 
for our favorite activity or a rainy day for our crops, we know that we 
can’t guarantee it.  We don’t control a great many other things.  In 
spite of our cheers and shouts at the television set, no matter how 
many pairs of lucky socks we are wearing, we do not control whether 
our favorite team wins or loses.  The further along we go in life we re-
alize that there are precious few things in this life that we do control.  
The weather is out of our control, the economy is out of our control, 
our health is in large measure out of our control.   

So is there anyone in control?  Is there anyone who is in charge?  As 
people of faith we know the answer to that. Of course there is some-
one in control!  We know that it is the Lord.  But not only is He in con-
trol, our God who is in control of all things invites us to bring Him our 
cares and concerns in prayer.   

We all regularly face circumstances in our lives where our resources 
run thin.  Maybe the thing we need is for ourselves: more patience, 
more strength, better health, more will power.  Maybe the thing we 
need is for someone else: our children, our parents, our coworkers, or 
a guest at our home.  What do we do when we are not smart enough 
to solve the problem on our own, when we are not wealthy enough to 
pay the debt, when we are not talented enough, jovial enough, popu-
lar enough, strong enough, patient enough?  We search out someone 
who can help and ask them.  This is a core part of prayer. Prayer is call-
ing out to the one who can help. But maybe we wonder not if He can, 
but will He?   

It is here we need to remember when Jesus taught his disciples to 
pray he said, “when you pray say ‘Father’”Lk 11:2.  What power there 
is in that word.  Jesus explains more about its significance when he  
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asked,  “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him 
a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?” Lk 
11:11-12   Earthly fathers delight to give good things.  And even if there 
are times when we can’t say yes to every request from our children, no 
genuine father would give something bad instead of the good thing re-
quested.   

Jesus goes on to paint the contrast.  “If you then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
Even a human father who struggles with evil, even that father gives 
good gifts to his children.  How much more certainly won’t a perfectly 
good heavenly Father give good gifts to His children?   

God invites us to ask for what we need be it big or small, he tells us to 
feel free to knock at any time of the day or night.  He tells us to seek 
help from him.  More than that he makes promises concerning our ask-
ing, seeking and knocking.  When we knock on heaven’s door there is 
no gruff voice from other side telling us to go away.  No Jesus said, 
“Knock and the door will be opened”  When we seek His help or aid, He 
promises we will find it.  When we ask, no pleading, begging or nagging 
is necessary for He has promised, “ask and you will receive.” 

What a privilege this is for us!  God actually cares about us and our 
problems.  He invites us to “Call upon him in the day of trouble.”  In the 
Bible God invites us to “cast all your anxieties upon him because he 
cares for you.”  He is ready to hear and promised to help.   

The question is not will God listen, but will we pray?  May we regular-
ly call upon our heavenly Father in every need. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Buchhorn 
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College Sunday Night Dinners 
The start of a new year at Wayne State College is al-
most here! We are going to do so much this year and I 
know God is going to bless our ministry in so many 
ways! One way is through our Sunday Night Dinners. The 
Fall Schedule has already been posted and our FIRST 
DINNER is August 21st at 7:30PM. We will have a meal 
every Sunday during the fall except for October 16th, 
November 27th, and ending on December 11th. If you have 
been thinking about or wanting to help feed our stu-
dents, our schedule is wide open, and we truly appreci-
ate all the support. And for college students wanting 
to get involved meet us at Cup of Grace every Sunday. 
Bring an empty tummy, and a whole lot of friends, and 
we will see where God leads us as we grow together in 
His love! 
 

College Move-In Day August 19th  
On August 19th students will be moving back into their 
dorm rooms at Wayne State College. This year to help 
facilitate and be awesome neighbors we are planning to 
have a welcome team stationed at Cup of Grace starting 
at 8am and running until 3pm. If you are at all inter-
ested in helping pass out water or Gatorade, invite 
students to be a part of life at Cup of Grace, or are 
just looking for some fun fellowship with others please 
contact Pastor Erik to sign up for this event.   
 

College Ministry Fairs at WSC  
August 21st from 5pm to 7pm and August 23rd from 4:30pm 
to 6:30pm will be our College Ministry Fairs. These 
fairs allow us to meet new students, share plans for 
our first events of the semester, and generally share 
the love of Christ with others. If you are interested 
in helping us at this fair please contact Pastor Erik, 
and keep praying for all students and teachers at WSC. 
 

High School Wednesday Night Bible Study 
We want YOU to JOIN US for our Wednesday Evening High 
School Bible Study! All incoming freshmen are invited 
to join us as well! We will meet August 3rd, 17th, and 
31st from 7:30pm to 8:30pm. We will continue to meet 
down at Cup of Grace for these evening Bible Studies! 
Bring an open mind, invite some great friends, and have 
a willingness to have a lot of fun! 
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High School Sunday School Class 
Our current High School Sunday School Class is called, 
“GENESIS, SCIENCE, AND THE FOUNDING FATHERS!” What a 
year it has been for this study, and we are just now 
getting to chapter 8 in the book of Genesis. All 8th 
graders, high school youth, and their parents are en-
couraged and invited to join this class that meets 
every Sunday at 9:15am. Together you will discuss 
amazing things like archaeology, history, and of 
course God’s Word! Come see how we can learn from the 
past to better understand our present and have confi-
dence in the future of God’s plan of love and salva-
tion for you and all His children!  
 
 

Youth Board Meeting 
It has been a while since we have met as a Youth 
Board, but I am hoping to get these meeting back up 
and going again this year. Our first meeting will take 
place on August 4th at 6:30pm. We will meet every other 
month for about an hour. We will talk about all sorts 
of ideas and plans for where we would like to go as a 
youth group, and how we can continue to share God’s 
love with our community and world. Hope you can join 
us as we respond to God’s voice calling us to be His 
hands and His feet to the nations!  
 

Youth Fishing Trip August 27th 
On August 27th we are planning to meet at church by 5pm 
and travel to Izaak Walton Lake where Kurt and Deb 
Daum are graciously hosting us for an evening of fish-
ing and fellowship. Dinner, snacks, and drinks will be 
provided. With a possibility of a special summer even-
ing dessert. Bring your fishing poles, friends, and a 
love for the outdoors. We will make memories to share 
for years to come, and we will plan to be back to 
church by 8pm! Parents are highly encouraged to stay 
with us. 
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Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid 
July 13, 2022 
 

Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid met on July 13, 2022, with 15 members and 
Pastor Buchhorn present.  Pastor Buchhorn led a Bible study from the 
Quarterly entitled “Hope Abounds”.  From this lesson we were remind-
ed to let our hopes, not our hurts, shape our future. 
 

President Mary Lou Erxleben led the group in speaking the LWML 
Pledge.  Christian Growth Chairman, Rhonda Sebade, read a Mustard 
Seed devotion based on the shortest Bible verse, “Jesus Wept”.  We 
must follow Jesus’ example by showing compassion for others.  Roll call 
was taken, and minutes were read and approved.   
 

Correspondence included newsletters from Lutheran Bible Translators, 
Alaska Mission for Christ, and a thank you was read from St. Louis Con-
cordia Seminary for a donation to their food pantry.  Notes from the 
NE North LWML Board were shared. Two mission grants have been 
paid. A sizable donation from the estate of Carol and Dwaine Re-
thwisch estate was acknowledged.   
 

Treasurer’s report was given and filed for audit.  President Erxleben led 
us in a devotion for the Mission Grant entitled “Deaconesses Trained to 
Reach Out in Love and Share Christ”.  Deaconesses are professional 
church workers trained to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
works of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching the Christian faith.   
 

Committee reports:  Betty Wittig continues to promote the greeting 
card ministry.  Ruth Victor announced the next quilt tying session will 
be July 28.  Grace Kanitz continues to collect Best Choice UPC labels.  
Verna Mae Baier will visit with Lee Larson about ordering greeting 
cards especially Christmas cards.  There was no new information about 
making fabric kits for Lutheran World Relief.   
 

The LWML District Convention will be in Columbus July 22 and 23.  In-
formation was shared about each day’s agenda for those wishing to 
attend only one day.  Rhonda Sebade showed a quilt she has made and 
will donate for the “Purple Auction” at the convention.   
 

The birthday song was sung for Kathleen Johs and Fauneil Bennett.  
The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 
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Sunday School Updates and Reminders 
 As summer Sunday School comes to a close, I would like to highlight some 
of the events that took place, as well as what’s to come. 
 The Sunday School decorated a float once again for the Wayne Chicken 
Show parade. The decorations we used aligned with our VBS theme for this 
year. We filled the float with many decorations from VBS, as well as adding a 
chicken touch of our own! The parade went extremely well with kids, par-
ents, and teachers participating in the fun. We handed out a variety 
of candy, cups, and crosses. It was truly a blast, and we were very thankful 
for everyone’s help and support. 
 Also, as the summer ends and the new Sunday School year begins, we are 
continuing to express our support for our mission project for Trinity Hope. 
Once again, this is a charity to help raise money to pay for meals for children 
in Haiti. One quarter provides one meal. As the new year begins, we will con-
tinue to implement this charity project. Each classroom will 
be provided a jar to keep track of the donations. We thank everyone again 
for the support, and may God bless those in Haiti. 
 The upcoming Sunday School year is coming at full speed. This year’s 
theme will be “Whole Armor of God.” This year, Rally Day will look a little 
different due to scheduling difficulties. Instead of being at the Willow Bowl,  
we will have Rally Day service and lunch at the church. Rally Day will take 
place on August 21st, 2022. Also, for any parents who may be wondering or 
like to plan ahead, Midweek will begin on August 31st! Thank you for your 
continuing support and dedication. We appreciate every helping hand tre-
mendously. 
 Once again, I would like to express gratitude to everyone who has helped 
make things special for the kids this summer. The Sunday School looks for-
ward to another amazing year of learning and fun. We are thankful for all the 
students that make the Sunday School so special! 
 

-Symphony Jareske 
 

Upcoming Lessons Include: 
 August 7th – The Spirit Produces Good Works: A Widow’s Offering 
 August 14th – The Spirit Makes the Church Grow: Philip and the Ethiopian 
 August 21st – RALLY DAY (Kick Off of our 2022-2023 Sunday School Year. All 
  parents are asked to drop students off at their Sunday School rooms. 
  A special roster will be available to update any contact information  
  that is needed.) 
 August 28th – A Mighty Wonder – Beginning of Time 
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 During the first few weeks of August our 9:15am Sunday School Open-
ings will NOT be taking place. Instead, we will go directly to our Sunday 
School classrooms for all ages. Lower Division (3rd Graders and below) will 
meet in the current 2nd and 3rd Grade Classrooms on the lower hall near 
the Church offices, while Upper Division (4th Graders and above) will meet 
in the current 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade classroom. Parents should still feel en-
couraged to join in one of the other Sunday School classes that is offered 
and led by either Pastor Buchhorn or Jeff and Colleen Simpson.  
 On August 21st, we will be holding our Rally Day Service at 10:30AM. We 
will invite all 3rd Graders to come forward to receive their Bibles and all 6th 
Graders to come forward to receive their Catechisms. We will also have a 
meal that follows that service down in the church basement. This year our 
Sunday School Teachers are asking anyone whose last name start with A-M 
to bring a side dish, and anyone whose names starts with N-Z to bring a 
dessert. If you have typically brought something else and would still like to 
do that feel free to do so. This suggestion just helps us make sure we have 
enough items of each kind for this wonderful meal. The elders will provide 
and grill all the meat for that day. Drinks will also be covered by our won-
derful teachers.  
 Finally, we want to invite you to join us after our meal for an hour of fun 
and games outside in the preschool playground. Kids will have opportuni-
ties to “Put on the Whole Armor of God” as they run through water obsta-
cles and get messy. Bring clothes you don’t mind getting wet and be sure 
to invite your friends! We look forward to kicking off of 2022-2023 Sunday 
School Year with pizzaz and fun and hope you can join us for amazing clas-
ses throughout the entire Fall, Winter, and Spring!  

 

Sunday School Teacher List 
Nursery – Nancy Meyer 
Kindergarten – 1st Grade – Julie Bose & Sonya Tompkins 
2nd – 3rd Grade – Chuck Potosnyak & Tasha Forsyth 
4th – 5th Grade – Symphony Jareske 
6th – 7th – 8th Grade – Amanda Broberg 
 

 We also want to remind you that our MidWeek Classes for all 3rd Graders 
through 8th Graders will be starting August 31st at 6:30pm. We have a fan-
tastic group of teachers this year. With Pastor Buchhorn still working with 
7th Grade Confirmands and Pastor Erik teaching the 8th Grade Confirmands. 
A special confirmation orientation meeting will take place Wednesday, Au-
gust 24th, at 6:30pm in the sanctuary. Please return any sign-up sheets to 
Pastor Erik by that date to have acolyte preferences registered and consid-
ered for when he assigns times for your children to serve. Invite your 
friends, and we will see you all very soon! 
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Mission Council Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Church 
July 11, 2022 
 

The Mission Council at Grace Lutheran Church met at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, July, 2022. The following members 
were present: Pastor Buchhorn, Lowell Johnson, Angie Bei-
ermann, Dwight Mock, Chuck Potosnyak, Louise Green, Chad 
Janke, Brian Frevert, Diana Langemeier, and Michelle Ek-
berg. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chad Janke. 
 

Pastor Buchhorn led with an opening prayer and small de-
votion. 

 

The minutes from June 13, 2022 were reviewed and ap-
proved; moved by Lowell and seconded by Angie. Motion 
carried. 
 

Treasurer’s  Report 
 The treasurer’s report for June was reviewed.  A motion 

was made and passed to approve the report.  
As this was the mid-year financial report, a review of 
budgeted expenses verses actual expenses was done.  The 
Lutheran Student Fellowship Expenses has exceeded its 
annual budget for 2022 and the treasurer requested Mis-
sion Council authorization to pay any future bills be-
yond the budgeted amount.  A motion to approve such 
payments was made by Michelle and seconded by Diana.  
The motion carried. The item will be further discussed 
in August.   

 
 

MidWeek Teacher List 
3rd Grade – Sarah Hansen 
4th Grade – Symphony Jareske 
5th Grade – Sonya Tompkins 
6th Grade – Amanda Broberg 
7th Grade – Pastor Buchhorn 
8th Grade – Pastor Erik 
 

 Lastly our Sunday School and MidWeek Teacher Meetings will start back 
up on August 11th at 6:30pm.  
 

Respectfully, 
The Sunday School Program (pastorerik@gracewayne.com  

mailto:pastorerik@gracewayne.com
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Elder's’ report – Chuck Potosnyak reports  
The Board of Elders met on June 27, 2022. Pastor Buch-
horn opened the meeting with prayer. Pastor Erik led 
the Elders in discussion of Chapters 17-18 of the book 
Joining Jesus on His Mission. Membership transactions 
included a transfer out and a release. The marriage of 
Brandon Biermann and Carissa Pollock was officiated by 
Pastor Buchhorn and the funeral of Dorothy Lipp was 
conducted at Grace. Rally Day will be held at Grace on 
August 21, due to the lack of availability of the Wil-
low Bowl. The basic requirements for confirmation stu-
dents were reviewed and discussed. Each student will 
participate in an oral examination on Confirmation Sun-
day. Campus Student Ministry will begin on August 21. 
Pastor Erik reported on the 2022 Nebraska District Con-
vention. The Pictorial Directory is scheduled for No-
vember 8-12, 2022. Our meeting concluded with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Committee Reports:  
Trustee Report –The air conditioner replacement unit 
has been completed other than the heat venting which 
does not affect the current use and will be completed 
when the roofing company is in the area. The drain for 
the new basement AC unit was not operating properly.  
Ellis Plumbing came and took care of the issue. Volkman 
Plumbing from Norfolk looked at the water fountain and 
its removal.  This process will be more invasive than 
originally anticipated; therefore, it was decided to 
remove the fountain and cap the pipes.    
Endowment-This committee plans to meet next month be-
fore the Mission Council meeting at 6:40 p.m. on August 
8th.  Endowment Fund monies have been invested in Lu-
theran Church Extension fund in a five-year floating 
rate that matures in August.  Early withdrawal of these 
funds leads to an interest penalty.  It was recommended 
that $160,000 of the funds be reinvested in a one, two, 
three and four year CD ($40,000 each) with the remain-
ing balance reinvested in the five year floating rate 
CD.  This coincides with the planned distribution of 
the funds to support mission work per the wishes of the 
estate benefactor.  Motioned to approve these changes 
made by Louise; seconded by Chuck.  Motion carried.  
Memorial Fund- KimBerly Hansen report via email- A 

thank you is extended to Neil Greenwald for the beauti-
ful plate rack on the west wall.  This allowed a beau-
tiful set of life of Luther plates which were from  
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Virgil Loewe’s late mother.  Also on display is a church 
anniversary plate given from the Bonnie Sandahl family.  
Continuing attention is being given to a countertop is-
sue in the kitchen and an odor issue.  Also discussed 
was the hot water supply for the kitchen during busy 
times it sometimes runs out.  Lowell will look into the 
‘On-Demand’ water heaters and report back at the next 
meeting.  The memorial balance carried forward at the 
end of the month was $2,403.19.  
Education- A float was entered in the Chicken Days pa-
rade.  A ‘thank you’ to Sonya Tompkins for organizing 
and Jesse Heithold for driving.  A ‘thank you’ was also 
extended to all volunteers who participated on behalf of 
the church/preschool/Cup of Grace.  
Preschool-from Megan- Sara Ruwe reports there are four 
students enrolled in the T/TH class and nine students in 
the M/W/F class.  The new swing set has been ordered.  
The playscape previously approved was unavailable.  A 
motion was made by Louise; seconded by Lowell to order a 
“Grand Cove Playcenter” in Primary Color instead.  The 
motion carried.  The playground improvement projects are 
funded from the Bonnie Sandahl estate funds in accord 
with the wishes of her family.    

 

No other reports were given. 
 

Old Business: 
Ongoing facility projects- Angie Hansen will be set to 
paint the exterior doors in July.  The color ‘Aurora 
Brown’ was motioned by Lowell to be used on the doors; 
seconded by Chuck.  Motion carried.  The redesign of the 
women’s restroom will be completed by Lowell Johnson and 
Dwight Mock.  The original design was proven to be more 
invasive and costly. They will add spacing in the bath-
room by rearranging and reusing the current stalls to 
make two larger toilet areas rather than three.  A mo-
tion was made to make these changes by Louise; seconded 
by Michelle. Motion carried.  A ‘thank you’ to Neil 
Greenwald for properly trimming the attic ladder in the 
bell room.  A toilet in the women’s restroom by the 
kitchen was replaced.  An early fall work day amongst 
council members and volunteers will be set up to com-
plete a list of various tasks/projects in and around the 
church/preschool/Cup of Grace.  

District & Circuit Items- Pastor Erik and Deb Jensen at-

tended District Convention representing Wayne on June  



13 

 

 24-25 in Kearney as Pastoral delegate and Lay delegate.  
A portion of the received offering from the convention 
will be coming to the Cup of Grace. 

 
New Business: 
A candidate for the choir director position has been identi-
fied and will be finalized in August amidst the beginning of 
college. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 8, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Michelle Ekberg 

THANK YOU - NYG 

Front (left): Pastor Erik, Seth Cross, Levi Heithold, Jerry Echtenkamp, Emma 
Heithold, Lora Heithold, Teresa Tiedtke 
Back (left): Lindsay Niemann, Kortney Rees, Kadence Rees, Cici Stashkiw-Risor, 
Brodrick Tiedtke, Landen Roeber, Parker Kesting, John Heithold 

At the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering, participants learned about Christ 
In All Things (Colossians 1:15-20) and made an impact in Houston. 
Each day, participants took part in Bible Studies, Servant Events, 
Sessions, Mass Events and Worship on Wednesday. Together with 
20,000+ youth and their leaders our kids learned so much. Above all 
they learned that middle words like sin, sadness, failure, death, dis-
ease, and hatred are just that. They are middle words. Words that are 
here today but will be gone tomorrow. The FINAL word will always be 
that Jesus Christ has won our freedom. Freedom from all those mid-
dle words, and freedom to be with Him forever! While mere words 
don't do any of this justice, we encourage you to go to Bit.ly/
LCMSYG22 to watch a recap video sponsored by the LCMS Youth 
Gathering. Thank you again for all the help and support in getting us 
to Houston, and the prayers bringing us back home safely to share 
His love with you! God's richest blessings to you all!  
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GRACE FAMILY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Kennedy Pickinpaugh, Ruger Roeber, Case Ruwe &                     
Loreta Tompkins 

2 David Doescher, Alice Mrsny, Eleanor Ruwe, Nancy Sutton &               
Austin Vanhorn 

3 Taylor Stowater  

4 Jim Mitchell 

5 Ryan Bodlak, Janet Casey, Avery Kai & Lindsay Niemann 

6 Joshua Sharer 

8 Shania Anderson, Rick McKeown & Jesse Rethwisch 

9 Zeppelin Blohm & Mandy Olson  

10 Jamie Janke & Lucas Woodward 

12 Deb Daum  

13 Iris Bodlak, RaDelle Erxleben, Nick Junck & Katlin Potter 

14 Calvin Starzl 

15 Alvin Gehner & Mardelle Mikkelsen 

16 Dennis Carroll 

17 Kori Witt 

18 Mark Janke 

19  Joann Temme 

20 Judy Ellis, Roger Hefti, Mindy Heithold, Lee Larsen,                         
Jade Lilienkamp, & Nathan Temme 

21 Norma Tietz 

22 Leon Daum & Knox Koch 

23 Parker Kesting & Jordan Widner 

24 Andy Bose & Jennifer Widner 

25 Halie Chinn, Jeff Simpson & Betty Wittig 

27 Blake Kneifl 

30 Lennox Ruwe & Craig Janke  

31 Riley Hlavac, Alan Niemann & Leanne Westphal  
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Elder on duty 
07 8:00 am. Josh Ruwe 
 10:30 am. Chuck Potosnyak 
14 8:00 am. Mike Heithold 
 10:30 am. Jared Heithold 
21 8:00 am. Troy Stowater 
 10:30 am. Lonnie Matthes 
28 8:00 am. Chuck Potosnyak 
 10:30 am. Josh Ruwe 
 

Acolytes 
07 8:00 am. Cole Zach & Cloey Young 
 10:30 am. Graycen Trautman & Landen Sharer 
14 8:00 am. Hunter Ruwe & Lanee Rethwisch 
 10:30 am. Blake Kneifl & Konnor Kai 
21 8:00 am. Dylan Jensen & Maddux Heithold 
 10:30 am. Emma Heithold & Myles Tiedtke 
28 8:00 am. Trecyn Ocampo & Alivia Kesting 
 10:30 am. Lauren Ekberg & Reagan Heithold 
 

Greeters 
07 8:00 am. Jaret & Nicole Harmer 
 10:30 am. Chad & Pam Janke 
14 8:00 am. Jesse & Cassie Heithold 
 10:30 am. Doug & Mary Temme 
21 8:00 am. Chuck Potosnyak & Louise Green 
 10:30 am. Don & Lisa Nelson 
28 8:00 am. Gene & Janet Casey 
 10:30 am. Jerry & Loree Echtenkamp 

Lay Readers 
07 8:00 am. Lowell Schardt  
 10:30 am. Jennifer Kesting 
14 8:00 am. Hallie Heithold 
 10:30 am. Doug Temme 
21 8:00 am. Jeff Simpson 
 10:30 am. Jo Junck 
28 8:00 am. Lowell Schardt 
 10:30 am. Andy Bose 
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