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“That you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn” 1 Kings 2:3 

In our Wednesday morning Bible class, we are just getting started on a 
study of the book of First Kings. The book begins with the story of the tran-
sition from David being king to his son Solomon. It is an interesting portion 
of God’s Word because it records David’s instructions to Solomon as he 
knows the time of His death has nearly arrived.  

There is a certain clarity that comes from realizing our time is limited. It 
is time to cut through the small talk and focus on things that really matter. 
In that moment, a person hopes to impart some of the wisdom they have 
acquired through a lifetime so that it might be of some benefit to others. 
We don’t want to let the lessons we have learned die with us.  

So what did David tell his son? “Be strong, and show yourself a man, and 
keep the charge of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his 
statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever 
you turn” (1 Kings 2:2–3). David’s kingly and fatherly counsel to his son and 
the next king of Israel was in short, “listen to God and walk in his ways.” He 
in essence was telling his son, “Listen to your Father.” He urged him to as 
the matter of supreme importance to remember God’s words and walk in 
His commandments. By listening to Him and keeping his statutes, Solomon 
would have God’s promise to “prosper in all that you do and wherever you 
turn.”  

As earthly fathers this is our desire for our children isn’t it? We pray that 
our children may prosper in all that they do and wherever they go. In order 
for this to be accomplished our earthly advice and counsel will only carry 
our children so far. It is only God who can prosper our children in all they 
do and watch over them wherever they turn. So as earthly fathers (and 
mothers also) the greatest gift we will give our children is the knowledge of  

June 2022 

Good News of Grace 
Family Worship Times                

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am 

Sunday School  9:15am 

 

904 Logan    Wayne, NE     402-375–1905      

Pastors                          

Michael Buchhorn & Erik Christensen 



2 

 

the ways of God. But knowledge of the ways of God means something 
more than an abstract theory. They need to see how those statutes are 
lived out. David’s final words to his son would have rung very hollow if 
he had not lived by the same counsel. David spent his life seeking to 
keep the commandments, rules and testimonies of God. His life was a 
living demonstration of what he said. His life story was marked by evi-
dence of God’s remarkable favor and protection as he sought to faith-
fully serve him. His story was also marked by trial and hardship when 
he or others disregarded God’s way.  

I was reminded of this in thinking ahead to Father’s Day. It is a day to 
thank God for those who teach us about our Heavenly Father and en-
courage us to walk in His ways. I thank God for the faithful fathers who 
point their children toward God and encourage them to live godly lives. 
Particularly I thank God for those fathers who teach these lessons not 
just with their dying words but throughout their day to day lives. In re-
flecting on my own life, I can’t help but remember the faithful men who 
taught those lessons to me. May God help each of us to personally lis-
ten to Him and to encourage others to do the same. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Buchhorn 

Communion Schedule: Beginning in June we will once 

again be offering the common cup (large chalice) to those desir-

ing to receive the Sacrament of the Altar in this manner. This will 

be offered in addition to the individual cups during the 8:00 a.m. 

communion services. May Christ's body and blood be for our 

souls the highest good. 

High School Sunday School Class                        
Our current High School Sunday School Class is called, “GENESIS, 

SCIENCE, AND THE FOUNDING FATHERS!” What a year it has 

been for this study, and we are just now getting to chapter 8 in the 

book of Genesis. All 8th graders, high school youth, and their par-

ents are encouraged and invited to join this class that meets every 

Sunday at 9:15am. Together you will discuss amazing things like 

archaeology, history, and of course God’s Word! Come see how we 

can learn from the past to better understand our present and have 

confidence in the future of God’s plan of love and salvation for you 

and all His children! 
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High School Wednesday Night Bible Study We want YOU 

to JOIN US for our Wednesday Evening High School Bible Study! 

All incoming freshmen are invited to join us as well! June 15th from 

7:30pm to 8:30pm, and June 29th from 7:30pm to 8:30pm. Both 

evenings we will meet down at Cup of Grace! Bring an open mind, 

invite some great friends, and a willingness to have a lot of fun! We 

will see you soon, and please note that we will not meet on June 1st 

as Pastor Erik will be out of town. 
  

Cross Fest in Norfolk June 11th  Join us and your friends at 

Norfolk’s Cross Fest on June 11th. This event starts at 3pm with 

Adelaide kicking off the show. Bring a lawn chair, money for any 

food, and if you wish to rent a kayak... And don’t forget to rest those 

vocal chords the night before as we will praise Jesus and His amaz-

ing love along with top performers like Adelaide, Cain, Jordan Feliz, 

I Am They, Love and Outcome, and lots more!!! 
 

Youth Fundraisers Thank You again for all of the generous and 

kind support of our Youth Group! We truly are blessed by each and 

every one of you! Right now, our funds have been met for the Na-

tional Youth Gathering, but we are looking at raising money for a 

possible mission trip next summer. You can come support us at our 

special showing of the movie Prince of Egypt on Friday, June 10th, 

to wrap up our Vacation Bible School at 8:15pm! Meet us in the 

church basement and come hungry for some tasty concessions like 

popcorn, candy and drinks. Thank you again for all of your support. 

During the month of June, we will also make one last trip to recycle 

aluminum cans. Our hope is to have all cans at church by June 7th. 

If you have cans that you would like to contribute, please place them 

in the shed at church before that date. Finally, on Saturday, June 

18th, from 3pm to 6pm we will host a Car Wash in the Church park-

ing lot. This is completely a free will donation event and is intended 

to be more of a time to say thank you for all the support we have 

received from each of you. Hope you can come join. 
 

National Youth Gathering Parent & Youth Meeting     
On June 16th we will have our last meeting for the National Youth 

Gathering before we load our vans up and head out for Houston Ju-

ly 8th! This will be a mandatory Parent and Youth meeting! You will 

want to make sure to be with us to get all the last-minute information 

that you will need. As well as have any of your questions or con-

cerns answered. Thank you again for all of your hard work and I am 

pumped for this trip with you all! 
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Sunday School Updates and Reminders 
As the Sunday School and Midweek year comes to a close, I would like to 

reflect on some of the high points towards the end of our glorious time to-

gether. 

Towards the end of April all of the Midweek classes celebrated their time 

together with parties, goodies, and the Word of God. The fourth grade class 

took their last exam for the year and celebrated all of their hard work with ice 

cream. There are no words to describe how brilliant the students are and how 

much work they put in. I enjoyed the year immensely with this group of kids, 

and I cannot wait to see what their future in confirmation brings. As the Sun-

day School year comes to a close, I was blessed to have been able to teach 

the fourth and fifth graders. It was an amazing year full of learning and adven-

ture, and I could not have asked for a better group of kids to spend it with. I 

look forward to teaching all upper division kids as the summer begins.  

As all of the kids finished singing “Priceless Treasure” as a group, I took over 

teaching the upper division students music. So far, we have worked as a 

group to choose which song would be the best to sing. The students took a 

vote and decided on “Broken Things,” by Matthew West. Throughout the rest 

of April, and through May, we have been working to learn, memorize, and 

prepare to sing in church. It was a delight being able to teach these students 

about the Word of God through song. I look forward to being able to teach 

more songs in the future.   

I would like to thank all parents for bringing their kids every week and al-

lowing them to grow in the family of Grace Lutheran Church. The students do 

a lovely job at making every classroom feel like home. God Bless, 

-Symphony Jareske  
 

Upcoming Lessons Include: 

June 5th  –  All Overboard – Paul’s Shipwreck 

June 12th – To A New Generation – Paul Writes to Timothy 

June 19th – On the Roll with Jesus (Special VBS Lesson with Pastor Erik. All    

                     Ages welcome and parents encouraged to stay. Meet in Pre    

                      school play ground unless it is raining then we will see you at  

                      Cup of Grace.) 

June 26th – God Cares for Us – Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath 
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During the month of June, our 9:15am Sunday School Openings will NOT be 
taking place. Instead, we will go directly to our Sunday School classrooms for 
all ages. Lower Division (3rd Graders and below) will meet in the current 2nd 
and 3rd Grade Classrooms on the lower hall near the Church offices, while 
Upper Division (4th Graders and above) will meet in the current 6th, 7th, and 
8th Grade classroom. Parents should still feel encouraged to join in one of the 
other Sunday School classes that is offered and led by either Pastor Buchhorn 
or Jeff and Colleen Simpson.  

There is still plenty of time for you to sign up for our summer VBS program 
called Zoomerang!!! You can do that by visiting our Church website at 
WWW.GRACEWAYNE.COM! Zoomerang is the latest VBS from Answers In 
Genesis, and we will be travelling together to the Land Down Under! That’s 
right we will step out onto the great island of Australia! Together we will dis-
cover that all of life is important! From the tiniest of babies in a mother’s 
womb to the oldest person in our community. God created us all! If He has 
given it to us, then we should celebrate it! We are special and we are loved all 
because of His great care! 

As a special event to wrap up our VBS this year we invite you all to a show-
ing of Prince of Egypt in the church basement on Friday June 10th at 8:15pm! 
Please come join us for the end of VBS and stay for the movie! Our youth 
group will be selling concessions like popcorn, candy, sodas, and Gatorade. 
You won’t want to miss out!  

We are also in need of some food items including hotdogs, macaroni and 
cheese, fruit cups, pudding cups, chicken nuggets, corn dogs, and milk for our 
VBS dinners. If you would like more information, please talk to KimBerly Han-
sen, or sign up on one of the sheets at any of the church doors. Thank you 
again for all of the support for our Youth Program!  

On the 3rd Sunday of every month, June 19th and July 17th, Pastor Erik will 
teach all ages and have some wacky games and crafts planned as we grow 
closer to God’s love for us! These lessons with Pastor Erik will be called On the 
Roll with Jesus! We will see you all on the Preschool Playground starting at 
9:15 unless there is bad weather. In case of rain, we will meet at Cup of Grace 
for the morning.  

Lastly, plans are being made for our kickoff of the 2022-2023 Sunday School 
and MidWeek year. Rally Day is scheduled for August 21st, with a special kick 
off service for Sunday School to be held at our 10:30am service that morning. 
Due to lack of availability of the Willow Bowl this service will take place in the 
Church Sanctuary this year. We will still host a lunch immediately following 
this service with games and water sports outside. Please dress accordingly to 
participate in these events. We will also be making a donation to a local chari-
ty (most likely the Food Bank here in Wayne) and donations will be collected 
by the Sunday school throughout the months of June, July, and the first two 
weeks in August. Please watch for letters that will be sent home sometime 
during the month of July to sign your kids up for MidWeek and Sunday School   



6 

 

Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid 
May 11, 2022  

Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid met on May 11, 2022 with 12 members and 1 
guest in attendance. Pastor Erik led a Bible study from the Women’s LWML 
Quarterly entitled Promise, Power, Peace. We have received the PROMISED 
Holy Spirit through baptism. The Holy Spirit gives us faith and POWER to wit-
ness to others. God gives us promised PEACE and hope for eternal life.  

President Mary Lou Erxleben opened the business meeting by leading the 
group speaking the LWML Pledge. Christian Growth Chairman, Rhonda 
Sebade, read a devotion from the Lutheran Hour titled “Uncomfortable” from 
Acts 11. There is one thing that all Christians share, no matter how different 
we are. Through the Holy Spirit’s work, we all trust in the same Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is why the Christian church is one—no matter how different we 
may look or sound or dress or behave. Our unity is Jesus. Roll call was taken. 
Minutes were read with one correction – Janice Hammer tatted the crosses 
for the confirmands. The treasurer’s report was filed for audit. Correspond-
ence was shared from retiring Janet Borchard from Lutheran Bible Translators 
and a thank you from Hope Lutheran ladies for the supplies we gave them 
that were left from assembling hygiene kits. Also a thank you and monetary 
gift from Melvy Meyer and a thank you from confirmand, Rachel Holland.  

Mission Grant: President Mary Lou shared information on two grants - 
$100,000 to Redeeming Life Maternity Home and $68,182 to Mercy Medical 
Care for Tanzania. The group read the devotion for the Redeeming Life Mater-
nity Home.  

Committee reports: UPC labels were collected. A new card supply has been 
received. Janice Hammer gave yearly reports for the sewing of quilts for 2019, 
2020, and 2021. 

-2021: 46 quilts made – 132 work hours tying – 41 quilts delivered to Or-
phan Grain Train and Haven House  
-2020: 29 quilts made – 66 work hours tying – 19 quilts delivered to Orphan 

Grain Train and Haven House 
-2019: 46 quilts made – 112 work hours tying – 30 quilts delivered to Or-

phan Grain Train and Haven House  
 

for the 2022-2023 school year. Thank you again for helping make this past 
year an amazing one, and we look forward to seeing where God continues to 
take us together!  

During the summer we will not have Sunday School or MidWeek Teacher 
Meetings. Pastor Erik’s office is always open to you anytime you need to 
speak with him. Our Sunday School and MidWeek Teacher Meetings will start 
back up on August 11th at 6:30pm.  

Respectfully, 
The Sunday School Program (pastorerik@gracewayne.com) 
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Mission Council Minutes 
May 9, 2022 

 

The Mission Council at Grace Lutheran Church met at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May, 2022. The following members were present: Jerry 
Echtenkamp, Pastor Buchhorn, Chad Janke, Angie Beiermann, Dwight 
Mock, Chuck Potosnyak, Brian Frevert, Pastor Erik, Louise Green, and 
Michelle Ekberg. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Jerry Echtenkamp. 
 

Pastor Buchhorn led with an opening prayer and small devotion. 
 

The minutes from April 11, 2022 were reviewed and approved; moved 
by Louise and seconded by Chuck. Motion carried. 
 

Treasure Report – Louise Green 
The treasurer’s report for April was reviewed. A motion was made by  

Angie and seconded by Chad to approve the report. Motion carried.  
Louise Green notified that the third of what was anticipated to be  
three payments has been made for the replacement of the air condi 
tioner. The air conditioner systems are installed and working. The  
supplemental heating units for the sanctuary require venting through  
the church roof. That work was being coordinated with the original  
roof installation company. That work cannot be completed until later  
in the summer. It was agreed with the air conditioner company to  
withhold $2,500 of the final payment until the furnace venting and 
final gas connection work is completely finished. After paying the  
 

Quilts are tied on the 4th Thursday of every month except November and 
December, working from 1:30 to 4:00 pm The next date to sew will be May 
26, 2022 and anyone is welcomed to sew.  

Old Business: Six members attended the Spring Workshop at Hope Lutheran 
in South Sioux City on April 26, 2022. Pastor Erik spoke on Campus Ministry at 
Wayne State. Over $1,000 was collected for the in-gathering which will go to 
both seminary food banks. Pastor Warner led a Bible study. Rhonda Sebade 
will be our delegate to District Convention in Columbus on July 22 and 23rd. 
Registration deadline for the convention is June 15, 2022. A baby quilt made 
and donated by Ellen Heinemann will be taken to the District Convention from 
the Wayne Zone. There will also be a Purple Auction and anyone can bring 
something purple to be auctioned. Convention Ingathering will be items or 
monetary gifts to Camp Luther or Lutheran Family Services.  

The group met their goals for making hygiene kits for the Ukrainian Relief 
project. 96 kits were delivered to Orphan Grain Train. Fauneil Bennett up-
dated us on the World Relief project for fabric kits. Kits include certain size 
pieces of fabric and 2 spools of neutral colored thread. Motion was made and 
carried to assemble these kits. 

There was no new business. The birthdays of Darlene, Melvy, and Darlene 
were recognized. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 



8 

 

third installment, the balance in the AC replacement fund is  
$14,137. This amount should cover any additional expenses neces-

 sary to completely finalize the project.  
 

Elder's report – Chuck Potosnyak reports, 
The Board of Elders met on May 2, 2022. Pastor Buchhorn opened  
the meeting with prayer. Pastor Erik led the Elders in discussion of  
Chapters 11-16 of the book Joining Jesus on His Mission. Member 
ship transactions included the confirmation of eight confirmands on  
April 10, 2022 and by transfer in, the family of Kent and Katie Talbot,  
with baptized children Brooklyn and Brady. The Sunday School will  
continue to the end of May. Summer Sunday School will take place  
in June and July. Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 6-10,  
2022, and registration can be done on the church website. Campus  
Student Ministry concluded and will begin again at the start of the  
new school year. Efforts continue to update missing addresses for  
some of our members and identifying those members who are out of  
the area. Discussion was held on the use of the Common Cup in  
light of the Maundy Thursday trial. It was decided to offer the Com 
mon Cup at the 8:00 a.m. Communion services each month begin 
ning in June. This will be offered in addition to the individual cups at  
the 8 a.m. services only. The Pictorial Directory has been scheduled  
and photographs will be taken November 8-12, 2022. Pastor Erik will  
be on vacation May 24 to June 1, 2022. Our meeting concluded with  
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Committee Reports:  
Trustee Report – Lowell Johnson The Air Conditioner Replacement  
project is almost completed. The Air Conditioners are now operation-
al. A redesign of the stall layout of the women’s restroom by the Kitch-
en was discussed. The scale of work needed to make the restrooms 
fully wheelchair accessible was deemed too costly since other facili-
ties are available in the building. A more modest proposal was being 
further explored to upgrade the toilets and stalls. Preliminary bids will 
be sought. The removal of the water fountain approved in the previ-
ous meeting is still awaiting the work being able to be scheduled. The  
Main Street sign has an electronics issue preventing it from being up 
dated.  The sign company has been contacted but it may take a while  
for a repairman to be available. The sign is still under warranty. The  
repainting of the church doors is still awaiting warmer weather and the  
painter scheduling. It is anticipated this will happen in July.  
Campus Ministry- Pastor Erik reported that WSC is now in summer 
break. The garbage disposal has been replaced and working well. 
Pastor Erik purchased lawn care items for the Cup of Grace use.  
Stewardship – 2023 Offering Envelope sets have been ordered.  
Memorial Fund- KimBerly Hansen submitted a written report indicat-
ing $2,103.19 balance in the memorial fund.  
Altar Guild- Permission was requested to hang a mirror near the lower 
level entryway for freshening up upon walking in. This request was 
approved.  
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Preschool- The preschool completed another year and held their 
graduation. Keila, Pastor Erik, Sara, and Lowell met concerning the 
playground improvement project.  Further research is still being done 
on necessary groundwork and equipment. Lowell will research some 
equipment options and prices.  
 

No other reports were given 
 

Old Business: District & Circuit Items- Pastor Erik and Deb Jensen will  
be going to the Nebraska District Convention to represent Grace on  
June 24-25 in Kearney.  
 

New Business: A choir director is being sought for fall 2022-2023 year.  
 
The Mission Council has decided a work day for June 11 @ 9am to 
complete summer cleaning/maintenance. 
 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 13, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Michelle Ekberg 
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GRACE FAMILY BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Mark Zach 

3  Kris Fox & Evelyn Lilienkamp 

4  Otto Haas, Mike Heithold, Rachel Kneifl, David Longe &  

 Kolbey Woehler 

5  Barb Frevert, Jaret Harmer, James Johnson, Jill Lubke &  

 Megan Dubbs 

7  Reese Rethwisch, Colleen Starzl, Brenna Anderson &  

 Sherri Widner 

9  Mackenna Heithold-Wical & Dave Wragge 

10  Deb Dannelly, Brady Heithold, Pam Henderson, Mary Janke,  

 Michael Temme & Sue Temme 

11  Chad Sebade 

12  Emma Heithold & Jeht Stateler 

13  Lauren Ekberg 

15  Kira Fox 

16  Scott Brogren, Trevor Hefti & Angie Rethwisch 

18  Jo Junck & Spencer Witt 

19  Don Nelson 

20  Darrell Doescher & B.J. Ruwe 

21  Merlin Beiermann, Trey Dubbs & Dennis Ekberg  

22  Hannah Brogren 

23  Kimberly Johnson 

25  Mike Sprouls 

26  Pam Matthes & Drew Reinhardt 

27  Andy Johnson & Nicola Schafer 

29  Jersi Jensen & Devin Diediker 

30  Wyatt Lubke 
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Elder on duty: 
05 8:00 am.  Chuck Potosnyak 
 10:30 am.  Josh Ruwe  
12  8:00 am.  Jared Heithold 
 10:30 am.  Mike Heithold 
19  8:00 am.  Lonnie Matthes 
 10:30 am.  Troy Stowater 
26  8:00 am.  Josh Ruwe 
 10:30 am.  Chuck Potosnyak 
 

Acolytes: 
05 8:00 am.  Cole Zach & Lauren Ekberg 
 10:30 am.  Hunter Ruwe & Reagan Heithold 
12  8:00 am.  Dreu Jensen & Chase Rethwisch 
 10:30 am.  Colston Starzl & Brayden Wehrer 
19  8:00 am.  Alivia Kesting & Tre’cyn Ocampo 
 10:30 am.  Courtney Roeber & Bryn Tiedtke 
26  8:00 am.  Gracelynn Daniels & Emma Heithold 
 10:30 am.  Maddux Heithold & Dylan Jensen 
 

Greeters 
05 8:00 am.  Jaret & Nicole Harmer 
 10:30 am.  Jerry & Loree Echtenkamp 
12  8:00 am.  Chuck Potosnyak & Louise Green 
 10:30 am.  Doug & Mary Temme 
19  8:00 am.  LeRoy & Carol Robbert 
 10:30 am.  Galen & Kathy Wiser 
26  8:00 am.  Gene & Janet Casey 
 10:30 am.  Chad & Pam Janke 

Lay Readers: 
05 8:00 am. Jeanette Swanson 
 10:30 am. Doug Temme 
12  8:00 am. Louise Green 
 10:30 am. Mary Temme 
 19  8:00 am. Hallie Heithold 
 10:30 am. Galen Wiser 
26  8:00 am. Jeff Simpson 
 10:30 am. Jennifer Kesting 
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