Good News of Grace
In the book of Malachi God promised the coming of
John the Baptist. In that prediction of his coming he
spoke about his work in a most interesting way. "See, I
will send you the prophet Elijah before that great
and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will turn
the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the
hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will
come and strike the land with a curse." (MAL 4:5-6)
God said that his prophet would work to turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers. We certainly need such a turning. We know too well the problems of deadbeat dads,
fathers who have abandoned their families, fathers who
rather than protecting and providing for their families,
abuse and neglect them.
God through Malachi went on to promise that without a change of heart the land would be cursed. When
a nation’s fathers and children are alienated from each
other, the land in which they live suffers mightily. Sadly
we know that too well also. Sociologists confirm the
same. It should not surprise us that the areas of our
country most blighted by social problems are those with
the highest percentages of fatherless families.
As we celebrate Father’s Day this year it is a time
for us to pray that God would once again turn the hearts
of fathers to their children and turn the hearts of the
children to their fathers. We pray that once again fathers and children would know and fulfill their responsibilities to each other. St. Paul wrote to Timothy for example: If anyone does not provide for his relatives,
and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. Fathers have a responsibility to provide for their children.
But a father’s responsibility does not end with
providing for their physical needs. God has given us
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children with both a body and a soul. And as fathers we have responsibilities to
provide for their souls as well. God has entrusted children to us with the command that we train them according to his will. If a father’s role were simply a
matter of providing money, then a welfare check or child support payment could
easily take the place of a father. But as fathers, we are called to give something more. Fathers have a major role to play in training their children. The
book of Proverbs says, "My son, keep your father's commands." In the book
of Ephesians, St. Paul wrote: Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
Particularly in this time of continuing pandemic precautions as fathers and
children may have more time together. It is an opportunity for fathers to grow in
this role. Take time to read a devotion or Bible story with your children or in
other ways to remind them of God’s love and care.
As we hear again of these sacred and solemn responsibilities as fathers it
is my prayer that our heavenly father would indeed turn the hearts of all fathers
toward our children. When we see the enormity of our responsibility as fathers
and how frequently we fail. When we see as children how often we fail to honor
and respect the earthly fathers we have been given. We might be inclined to
think that the situation is hopeless. But in our need we need to remember that
we all have a Heavenly Father we can turn to.
In teaching us to call our God Father, Jesus has also told us that we also
have a perfect father, who fully and completely does what our earthly fathers try
to do but are unable to do. Jesus taught us that in heaven we have a perfect
provider. Jesus said, "your Father knows what you need before you ask
him." He feeds the birds of the air and clothes the flowers of the field so we
need not worry about what we will eat or drink or wear.
God the Father is the giver of every good and perfect gift. And he provided
something for us that no earthly father ever could. He provided for our eternal
salvation by sending his Son Jesus Christ to live, die and rise again for us to
make us his children. He now promises: To all who received him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.
Our heavenly father loves us with a never ending love. A love so great that
he sent his one and only Son into our world, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. It is that love that now compels us

to be good parents bringing our children up in the training and instruction of the
Lord. It is that love that compels us to be thankful to God for the parents he
has given us and showing them honor. It is that love that forgives us when we
fail and picks us up.
Today how desperately our church, our community, our world needs Godly
fathers whose hearts go out to their children. We need Godly fathers who truly
model the care and compassion of our heavenly father. We need godly fathers
who draw their strength from the heavenly father.
May God turn the hearts of fathers to their children and children to their
fathers and may he bless the homes in which we live.
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As summer begins, it has been decided that it would be in the best interest of everyone
involved if we continued to offer online Sunday school video teaching lessons, in addition to other virtual resources, as opposed to conducting in-person Sunday school classes throughout the next several months. Of course, if anything were to dramatically
change within the next several weeks or months, relating to health mandates and concerns, these current plans can always be re-evaluated, and in such an event, the congregation will be alerted to any relevant changes and updates to our plans for offering
Sunday school instruction during these summer months. As always, we appreciate your
continued support and attention, and we hope to be able to continue to offer help and
encouragement as families continue to adjust to these current circumstances. Thank
you!
With all children’s Sunday school classes currently suspended, until further notice, the
Sunday school program has decided to suspend all Sunday school related activities and
projects until such a time as Sunday school classes resume on a regular basis. In absence of regular classes, if you have not yet taken advantage of the free education and
devotional resources provided by Concordia Publishing House (CPH), we strongly encourage you to check out our Facebook page for a link to the CPH website, so your
family can incorporate these materials into your weekly routine. In addition, each week
one of our Sunday school teachers will be recording a short video lesson, so the Sunday
school program can provide a weekly learning opportunity to supplement these CPH
lesson materials. The links to these videos can likewise be found on our Sunday school
Facebook page. Barring unforeseen circumstances and limitations, we will do our best
to continue to teach and learn in this way until such a time as we can resume regular
Sunday school classes. Again, please consider incorporating these resources into your
home educational efforts as we continue to move forward in this unique time of increased caution, and similarly, we will continue to provide support and encouragement
as we look forward to resuming regular Sunday school classes and activities in the near
future, God willing.
Due to the need for increased attention to health related concerns, it has been decided
that it would be for the best if a VBS experience was not held, in any capacity, this year.
If you had any interest in assisting with this endeavor, it would seem that resources,
plans, and efforts will be reapplied toward conducting VBS, next year. As always, thank
you for your support and interest.

Looking toward next year, if you have an interest in teaching, subbing, or assisting in a
non-teaching fashion, please contact Derek Jareske at 402-369-9465 or dejare01@gmail.com.
At this time, plans for future Sunday school meetings remain flexible and will coincide
with updates and needs within the Sunday school program. Our previous Sunday
school meeting was held, via Zoom, on May 7th, and if anyone would like a summary of
the major topics discussed during this meeting, please feel free to contact Derek Jareske, by email, to request this information. Otherwise, please continue to consult our Facebook page for any updated information in regards to this, and other, Sunday school
related activities.
For more information, and updates concerning any future plans for Sunday school activities, please make sure to join and routinely check our Facebook page. Join by
searching Grace Lutheran Sunday School, Wayne, NE for updates, lessons, and
weather-related announcements.
Respectfully,
The Sunday School Program (sundayschool@gracewayne.com)

May 13, 2020
Grace Lutheran Ladies Aid met May 13, 2020 with six members present. President
Rhonda Sebade began by the group reading the LWML Pledge. The minutes were
read and approved. The treasurer’s report was given.
Ellen Heinemann reported she has sent the confirmands words of encouragement the
months of January, February, March and April. She will remember them on Confirmation Day, May 24, with a card and Christian ornament. Betty Wittig and Ruth Victor will
continue to serve on the visiting committee the months of April, May, and June.
The District Convention has been rescheduled for Sept. 25 and 26, 2020 at Columbus,
Nebraska. It will begin at 2:00 P.M. on Friday with servant events and conclude at 4:00
P.M. on Saturday. The Ingathering will be daily living items for Camp Luther. Members
of the congregation will be asked to contribute items during the months of August and
Sept. A list of items needed will be posted at that time.
Much discussion took place concerning the serving at funerals. With so many church
activities changing at this time of the co-vid 19 virus and the declining membership of
the group, it may be time for the Ladies Aid Organization to discontinue organizing and
serving refreshments for funerals and have the Mission Council find another church
entity to take over this task. The Ladies Aid would also turn over the care and upkeep
of the kitchen. This matter was tabled until the June 10, 2020 Ladies Aid meeting.
Ellen Heinemann presented the devotion “God Raises Me Up” based on Psalms 40:1-5.
The May birthday song was sung for Phyllis Nolte and Melvy Meyer. The meeting was
closed with The Lord’s Prayer. The next meeting will be June 10, 2020.
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1

Mark Zach

3

Kris Fox & Evelyn Lilienkamp

4

Mike Heithold, Rachel Kneifl & David Longe

5

Barb Frevert, Jaret Harmer, James Johnson, Jill Lubke & Megan
Pankoke

7

Reese Rethwisch

8

Colleen Starzl, Brenna Vovos & Sherri Widner

9

Mackenna Heithold-Wical, Larry Magnuson, Walter Otte & Dave
Wragge

10 Deb Dannelly, Brady Heithold, Pam Henderson, Mary Janke,
Shawn Nolte, Michael Temme & Sue Temme
11 Chad Sebade
12 Emma Heithold

13 Lauren Ekberg
15 Kira Fox
16 Scott Brogren, Trevor Hefti, Verdelle Reeg & Angie Rethwisch
18 Jo Junck & Spencer Witt
19 Don Nelson
20 Darrell Doescher & B.J. Ruwe
21 Merlin Beiermann, Trey Dubbs & Dennis Ekberg
22 Hannah Brogren
23 Kimberly Johnson
25 Mike Sprouls
26 Pam Matthes & Drew Reinhardt
27 Andy Johnson & Nicola Schafer
29 Jersi Jensen

30 Wyatt Lubke
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