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EPIPHANY (OBSERVED)
JANUARY 8TH, 2017 9:00 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 
In the Name of Jesus!
Our Mission Statement:  Anchored in Christ, each person a missionary.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
We welcome you.  We are glad you are here to share with us the joy and peace we have in Jesus Christ.  It doesn’t matter whether this is your first time in this church or if you are a lifelong member, you are welcome.  We come together today in order to celebrate the gift God has given us-His own Son, Jesus, Our Savior.

PREPARATION

(Please Stand…)	
HYMN:                                “As with Gladness Men of Old”                               LSB 397




Public domain
Pastor:			In the Name of the Father and of the Son and Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:	Amen.

(Please Remain Standing Or You May Kneel…)
GOD’S PEOPLE CONFESS THEIR SINS:
Pastor:  	By grace you have been saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not of works, so that no man can boast, for we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.
Congregation:	I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature, for I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.
Pastor:	What I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-this I keep doing.
Congregation:	In my heart I delight in God’s law, the law that points out what a wretched person I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?
Pastor:	Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  Only He can achieve the perfection we fail to achieve.  By the forgiveness He purchased on the cross, our forgiveness is complete!

SERVICE OF THE WORD

You may be seated…
THE FIRST READING:					                         Isaiah 60:1-6   
Lector:		This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE LESSON:					                  Ephesians 3:1-12
Lector:		This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.
                         
Please stand…	
THE HOLY GOSPEL:						         Matthew 2:1-12 
Pastor:		The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd Chapter
People:	Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:		This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:	Praise to You, O Christ!



Please be seated…
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

NOISE OFERING




THE SERMON HYMN:   “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”   LSB 400





5	Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
    Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
    Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
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THE SERMON:                        “Where is the Real King?”                    Matthew 2:1-12
“What are we doing that nobody else is doing to reach people that nobody else is reaching?”

(Please stand…)
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH:
Pastor:	God has given us a great message to take to His world.  Let us remind ourselves and one another of what that message is:
Pastor:		I believe in God the Father, Almighty
Congregation:	Maker of heaven and earth
Pastor:		And in His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
Congregation:	Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
Pastor:		Born of the Virgin Mary
Congregation:	Suffered under Pontius Pilate
Pastor:		Was crucified, died and was buried
Congregation:	He descended into hell.
Pastor:		On the third day He rose again from the dead,
Congregation:	And ascended into heaven
Pastor:		And sits on the right hand of God, the Father almighty
Congregation:	From there He will come to judge the living and the dead
Pastor:		I believe in the Holy Spirit,
Congregation:	The Holy Christian Church as 
All:	the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

(You may be seated…)
OFFERING RECEIVED:         

(Please stand…)
                                 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                LSB 805
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[bookmark: _GoBack](Please stand…)
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:				    based on Psalm 98
Pastor:	Dear Lord, we thank You for everything You’ve done for us, and most of all for Your own Son, Jesus, our Savior.  We will never stop praising You for this wonderful gift.
Congregation:	Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
Pastor:	We thank You for those missionaries long ago who brought the Good News to our people.  When we were in darkness, You sent men and women to bring us the light.  Thank you, Lord.
Congregation:	The Lord has made His salvation known and revealed His Righteousness to the nation.
Pastor:	O Lord, You are our Savior, we trust in You for all our needs, give healing to the sick, courage to those who are afraid, and peace to those we name in our hearts either silently or out loud. (a moment of silence) We praise You, gracious Lord, for all Your benefits to us.  You give us home, friends and family, food, shelter, rest and everything we need.  You give us sight and hearing and touch and taste and provide for all of our needs.
Congregation:	Shout for joy to the Lord, praise His Name Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

(Please be seated…)
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 













DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:              “As The Deer”                   
Words & Music by Martin Nystrom






        






                                     “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                         LSB 411









© 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011641.




                                                     “What Child Is This”                                       LSB 370
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Jesus let the things that break
your heart also break our hearts.

Amen



                                       “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”                             LSB 394
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(Please stand…)						
THE LORD’S PRAYER:						                        
All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen

THE BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING HYMN:         “We Three Kings of Orient Are”
Words & Music by John Henry Hopkins, Jr.













ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH:   We are glad that you are here to worship God with us today!  We pray that you will enjoy the wonderful fellowship as friends in Christ as God gathers us around His means of grace, the Word and Sacraments, to bless us with His treasured gifts of forgiveness, faith, abundant life and eternal salvation. If you are a guest, please also sign our Guest Book. Please talk to Pastor if you would like to learn more about becoming a member of Grace. Also, please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the Service. We invite you to come and worship with us often as God gathers us in His Grace.  

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE:  We invite and encourage all present who are baptized and faithful Christians, and who confess the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be the only true God and who believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the World and is our only hope and salvation…to join us in receiving the very and true body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament.  The clear liquid cups in the center of the tray are non-alcoholic wine.

Children not yet confirmed in the faith are always welcome to join their parents at the Lord’s Table, but should keep their hands folded in front of them.  The Pastor will give them a blessing.

SERVING TODAY:  Acolyte: Emily Howard; Lector: Jim Picking; Communion Assistant:  Vince Winters and Max Broadbent; Usher: Ed Morris; Altar Care: The Bly’s; Refreshments: Pastor Faith, Pattie, and Friends.

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY:  Acolyte:  Lillian Howard; Lector: Mike Sattelmeier; Communion Assistants: Vince Winters and Max Broadbent; Usher: Ed Morris; Altar Care: __________; Refreshments: _______________.

FLOWERS:  were placed on the alter to the glory of God for His many blessings.






 (
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE:
)
Today: 		January 8th
 9:00 am	Worship Service with Communion
	10:10 am	Children’s Vocal and Chime Choir Rehearsal           
10:15 am	Fellowship/Refreshments
            10:30 am	Adult Bible Class/Children’s Sunday School
            11:30 am	The Un Greening of the Church
           
Monday:		January 9th
	Pastor’s Day Off
5:30 pm	Zumba

Tuesday:	    	January 10th
            3:00 pm	Jan’s Mobile Gym
            6:00 pm	Weight Watcher’s (Parish Hall)	
	
Wednesday:		January 11th 
	5:45 pm	Hand Bell Choir Rehearsal
	6:30 pm	Vocal Choir Rehearsal
	
            
Thursday:		January 12th
	7:00 pm	Missional Communities (Room 3)

Saturday:		January 14th
          10:00 am	Crafting Day (Parish Hall/Classroom)
          12:00 pm	Oktoberfest in January (Pastor Faith and Pattie’s Home)

Next Sunday:		January 15th
 9:00 am	Worship Service with Communion (with Pastor Tilahun)
           10:10 am	Children’s Vocal and Chime Choir Rehearsal
           10:15 am	Fellowship/Refreshments
           10:30 am	Adult Bible Class/Children’s Sunday School


IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  Family and friends of Will Plagens, Five Walker, Kay Sattelmeier, Megan Schoepf, family of Rev. Alfred Schubert II, Dennis Julson, Vernon Julson, Olga Odland, Jean Grafsgaard, Jenie Howard, Jenny Dean, the family of Joseph Boylan, Katie Higgs Wyrwicki, The family of Joe Loftus, George Licis, Kathy Wickers and family, Charles, Braydon, Champ, Amy, Elsie Hamilton, Nancy Amling, Sharon Jardas, Mary Ellen Jessel, Marcos Diaz, Kaci Doran, Auwina Weed, Sandy Harris, and those you are praying for at home.  If anyone has a special prayer request please submit it in writing in the collection plate; or you may call Pastor Gary Faith at (504-858-8872), or Kris Howard at (305-296-5161).

GIFTS, TITHES, & ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY for Saturday December 31st $2758.00 with an attendance of 71, the building fund received $10.00, and the combined noise offering received will be listed in next weeks bulletin. 

TO HELP US GROW… The Bible readings for next Sunday’s service readings are Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, and John 1:29-42a. 

OKTOBERFEST IN JANUARY!  Saturday January 14th is an opportunity to build relationships.  Our snowbirds always miss the Oktoberfest so we are going to try and duplicate it and even surpass it.  We are scheduled to be blessed with Pastor Tilahun Mendedo joining us at parsonage.  Party will run from noon til 3ish. Meat, bake beans, and drinks will be provided.  If you like to bring a side dish and lawn chair please feel free. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex so that Pastor knows how much food to buy.  Please sign your names and the guestimated number of people who will be coming with you.  If there is heavy rain the meal/fellowship will be moved to the parish hall and crafty day moved to classroom #3.

CRAFTING DAY: will be this Saturday, January 14th from 10-2.  If you have a craft that you are working on or one that you wanted to start but just cannot seem to find the time to work on it without distractions, please come.  This is a wonderful chance to meet new people that may share in your crafting interest and an opportunity for you to share in theirs.

WE HAVE SET THE SCHEDULES for ushers, acolytes, lectors, and communion assistants for the 1st three months.  If you would like to serve in any of these positions, please let Pastor or Kris know.

STEWARDSHIP LISTS:  On the bulletin board by the front door of the church you will find the Altar Care, Refreshments, and Flower sign-up sheets for 2017.  If you are able to help out with any of these please place your name in the spot on the date requested. 

IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED IN TAKING THE ADULT INFORMATION CLASS because they want to know more about what we teach/believe and/or might be interested in membership please let pastor or Kris know.  

SEARCHING FOR A ROOM FOR RENT:  Daria Skripko, (415)712-4718 is a hostess at Tavern and Town, she is from Belarus.  I am here for self-study and I prepare my future course in the UK (a Christian course), saving money for that as in my home country I would spend years for that.  I am looking for a rent, affordable one.  I would be happy and I appreciate if someone finds it ok to rent a room for me till the end of April, 2017.  The rent payment can be around $500, or negotiated.  Thank you

SOME DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR

THE GRACIOUS LADIES OF GRACE: dined in a 4* restaurant at the Shor Restaurant at the Hyatt Resort on Tuesday.  We had the whole dining room and wait person to ourselves. Everyone just loved it.  The food was fab, and the atmosphere was one of ocean, blue skies, and I want to be on vacation in this tropical isle. Crab cakes, fish tacos, and black grouper sandwiches were the fare of the day. There wasn't one complaint to be heard. The only thing missing were the ladies who couldn't attend.  The next great dining event will be on January 17th at 11:30 at Roostica in downtown Stock Island. Everyone is welcome.

PASTOR TILAHUN WILL BE PREACHING at our worship service and presenting on the Master Builder Center during our Bible class time on Sunday January 15th – Pastor Tilahun has been serving as a missionary from Ethiopia to the USA for over 10 years.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS:  We only have 9 clear glass impact windows in the bathrooms and front entry, and the two side entry doors that need to be replaced.  When those are completed, the entire church will be protected with hurricane proof, impact windows. The cost of the windows is roughly $2000.00 each depending on size. Thank you, donors of the stained-glass windows and to all those who have contributed to the building fund for this project. Your generous giving is much appreciated

THE GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WEB PAGE AND FACE BOOK PAGE now contains a vocal recording of last week’s sermon.  So, if you are not able to attend church on Sunday please go to our website where you will find a copy of the bulletin and a recording of Pastor Faith’s sermon. https://gracelutherankw.360unite.com/home.

A NUMBER OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS are needed to keep our facilities in good health for the future.  Roof repairs are needed on school buildings and the parsonage.  If you can help it would be much appreciated!  A big thanks to all who 
have contributed to these repairs.




SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Sunday school for all ages will follow refreshments from 10:30 until 11:30 in the following rooms.  

High school with Pastor Dart is in room number 1 (just past the adult Bible study room on the right)

Middle school, 6th 7th and 8th grades, in room number 3 with Mike Sattelmeier and Jim Schuetzler. (Turn left down the school hallway to the first room).

3rd, 4th and 5th grades in room 5 with Lynn Jones and Monica Bacle. (third room left down the school hallway).

Preschool through second grade with JoAnn Broadbent in room 7. (Last room on the left down the school hallway) 

Hope to see everyone there!  Any questions? Ask Kris Bly, Sunday School director, 305-509-1447 or Kris Howard, church Secretary.




IF YOU ARE INSTRUMENTALLY INCLINED and would like to share your talents with an instrument during our services or accompany our organist and/or choir, please speak to our organist Debbie Schuetzler.  

MUSIC MINISTRY:  "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!" Psalm 100:1. Whether you are here year-round or only part-time, we invite you to participate in our music ministry. Please speak with Beverly Walker or contact her at beverlywalker@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Children's Choir - Rehearsal today from 10:10 - 10:25 am. 

Bell Choir: Rehearsal on Wednesday from 5:45 - 6:30 pm.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsal on Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm.



MEN’S BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:  They meet the first and third Wednesday’s of each month at 12:30pm.  Their next meeting will be January 18th located at Chico’s on Stock Island.  All guys are welcome.

MISSIONAL COMMUNITES will resume this Thursday at 7pm in Classroom 3.








CHRISTMAS AT GRACE

                                
                          Advent                                                       Christmas Trolley

  
                                                             Cookie Decorating


Children’s Choir
Children’s Christmas Program

     


             
EPIPHANY (OBSERVED)


Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 60:1-6

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
    young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
    bearing gold and incense
    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

Epistle Reading:  Ephesians 3:1-12

3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

New Testament Reading:
Matthew 2:1-12

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
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4 Sun and moon shall dark-ened be, Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee;
5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Pres-ent in Thy ho - ly Word
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Man - i1-fest-ed by the star To the sa - ges from a - far,
And at Ca-na wed-ding guest In Thy God-head man - 1 - fest;
Man - i1-fest in val - 1ant fight, Quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
Christ will then like light - ning shine, All  will see His glo-rious sign;
Grace to 1m - 1 - tate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou;
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Branch of roy -al Da - vid’s stem
Man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine,
Man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will,

All
That

will then the trum - pet hear,
we might be-come like Thee
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In Thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
Chang-ing wa-ter 1n - to wine;
Ev - er bring-ing good from ill;
All will see the Judge ap - pear;
At Thy ereat e - piph - a - ny
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How DID You SEE GOD AT WORK
IN YOUR LIFE THIS WEEK?

'WHAT HAS GOD BEEN
TEACHING YOU IN HIS WORD?

WHAT KIND OF CONVERSATIONS ARe
YOU HAVING WITH PRE-CHRISTIANS?

WHAT GOOD CANWE DO
AROUND HERE?

HOW CAN WE HELP
you IN PRAYER?
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