THE SECOND AFTER CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 3rd, 2015 9:00 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 
In the Name of Jesus!
Our Mission Statement:
Anchored in Christ, each person a missionary.
ORGAN PRELUDE:  (A time for Meditation and Preparation)
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PREPARATION
(Please stand…)
OPENING HYMN:                   “As with Gladness Men of Old”                                    LSB  397
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Pastor:               
             In the Name of the Father and of Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation:              Amen             
 (Please Remain Standing or You May Kneel)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:

Pastor:
Holy God, in your mercy you look with grace and favor upon us, Your people.  Hear now, our solemn confession, and as Your Spirit moves us to true repentance, remind us again that You have forgiven us for the sake of Jesus Christ.



Congregation:
Father, how often my sinful nature controls my life!  I am easily tempted and fall into sin; I am blind to Your will; I am self-serving, self-seeking, self-righteous and deluded; I am dead in sin.  The works of my flesh are demonstrated in my actions and thoughts and words.  I have not acted as your baptized child.  My heart breaks in my shame and guilt.   Gratefully I remember Your blood shed for me to wash me clean.  I am forgiven.  Holy Spirit, control my life.
Pastor:
God has heard our cry.  He is faithful even when we are not.  As your called servant of His Word, I announce that we have what we seek; the entire forgiveness of all our sins, as God’s free gift.  New life, new sights and a new heart are ours.  Live in the freedom of the Spirit.

Congregation:

Amen!

THE PRAYERS OF THE DAY:  
All:
O God, by the leading of a star You made Known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.  Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen.
THE PSALMODY:






                    Psalm 27

Pastor:

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

Response:

The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

Pastor:
When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.

Response:

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?

Pastor:
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.

Response:

The Lord is the strong hold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

Pastor:
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him…..

For in the day of trouble, He will keep me safe in His dwelling; He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacles and set me high upon a rock.

Response:

The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom shall I be afraid?

All:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
(You may be seated…)
THE FIRST READING:




                              Isaiah 60:1-6
    

Lector:


This is the Word of the Lord.
People:


Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING:




                       Ephesians 3:1-12                           
Lector:


This is the Word of the Lord.

People:


Thanks be to God.

(Please stand…)

THE HOLY GOSPEL:




                         Matthew 2:1-12
Pastor:


The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd Chapter.
People:


Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:


This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:


Praise to You, O Christ!

(You may be seated…)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
NOISE OFFERING

THE SERMON HYMN: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”                   LSB 400
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THE SERMON:   


    “Reflections”                                          All 3 Lessons



 
THE OFFERING



 (Please stand…)
THE PRAYER:

Pastor:
Lord God, Heavenly Father, You are the Light of our life and the Hope of our salvation.
Response:

With you we have nothing to fear.

Pastor:


You protect us, and are the source of all our joy and happiness.

Response:

Accept our grateful songs of praise.

Pastor:


We pray for those whom we now name silently in our hearts or out loud.
According to Your will, heal the sick, strengthen the faith of all who doubt and lift up the depressed.  Into Your hand we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:


Amen! 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
(You may be seated…)

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION        
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                          LSB 411
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© 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011641.                                                                
                                                                  “Seek Ye First”                                                 LSB 712
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© 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission: New License, no. .
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                                                    “Just as I Am, without One Plea”                                 LSB 570
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5
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6
Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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 (Please stand…)


THE LORD’S PRAYER:


                    
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING HYMN:
          “We Three Kings”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME TO GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH:   We are glad that you are here to worship God with us today!  We pray that you will enjoy the wonderful fellowship as friends in Christ as God gathers us around His means of grace, the Word and Sacraments, to bless us with His treasured gifts of forgiveness, faith, abundant life and eternal salvation. If you are a guest, please also sign our Guest Book. Please talk to Pastor if you would like to learn more about becoming a member of Grace. Also, please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the Service. We invite you to come and worship with us often as God gathers us in His Grace.  

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE:  We invite and encourage all present who are baptized and faithful Christians, and who confess the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be the only true God and who believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the World and is our only hope and salvation…to join us in receiving the very and true body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament.  The clear liquid cups in the center of the tray are non-alcoholic wine.
Children not yet confirmed in the faith are always welcome to join their parents at the Lord’s Table, but should keep their hands folded in front of them.  The Pastor will give them a blessing.

SERVING TODAY:  Acolyte:  ____________; Lector:  JoAnn Broadbent, Communion Assistants:  Peter Bacle and Dean Thompson; Usher:  David Rose; Altar Care: Emily Howard; Refreshments:  Pastor Faith and Pattie.

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY:  Acolyte: Jacob Baugh; Lector: Garnet Picking; Communion Assistants: Peter Bacle and ____________; Usher:  David Rose; Altar Care: Emily Howard; Refreshments: The Pickings.
FLOWERS:  were placed on the altar today by Kim & Eric Laster and Karen & Rod Dooms families to celebrate Garnet’s birthday.
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE:

Today: 

This Sunday

    9:00 am
Epiphany Worship Service with Communion  
               10:15 am
Fellowship  
  10:30 am         Adult Bible Class/Children’s Sunday School                

Monday:

January 4th          
                                 Pastor’s Day Off


    5:00 pm
Zumba
Tuesday:
    
January 5th  
 

  11:30 am
Gracious Ladies of Grace Luncheon (Hogfish downtown Stock Island)  
    3:00 pm
Jan’s Mobile Gym (Parish Hall) 



    6:00 pm
Weight Watcher’s (Parish Hall)
Wednesday:                  January 6th
                8:30 am
School Chapel Service


 12:30 pm
Men’s Bible Fellowship (Chico’s Restaurant)


   4:30 pm
Women’s Bible Study

Thursday:

January 7th

  7:00 pm
Missional Community (Parsonage)

Saturday:

January 9th

 11:30 am
Vocal Choir Rehearsal

Next Sunday:

January 10th                                          
    9:00 am
Worship Service with Communion  


         10:10 am
Children’s Chime and Vocal Choir Rehearsal

               10:15 am
Fellowship  

               10:30 am         Adult Bible Class/Children’s Sunday School              
     
  

IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  Sandy Harris, the family Carol Sebree, Carol Shimp, Gary Winters, and those you are praying for at home. If anyone has a special prayer request please submit it in writing in the collection plate; or you may call Pastor Gary Faith at (504-858-8872), or Kris Howard at (305-296-5161).

WE WILL START THE PRAYER LIST OVER:  If you would like to keep someone’s name on the list, please let Kris or Pastor know either by placing information in the offering basket or contacting them.  Thanks.
GIFTS, TITHES, & ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY was $3770.00, building fund received $2700.00.  With 116 in attendance.  
TO HELP US GROW… The Bible readings for next Sunday’s service readings are Isaiah 43:1-7, Romans 6:1-11, and Luke 3:15-22.

YOU MAY SEND CARDS TO SANDY HARRIS at the following address: 12610 Equestrian Circle #1606, Ft. Myers, FL. 33907.

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES will begin meeting after the x-mas break this Thursday at the parsonage.  6:30-7:00 we will serve snacks and chat.  7:00-8:00pm will be 5 questions.  All are welcome.  If you have any questions, please see Pattie or Pastor.
CALLING ALL OF OUR SNOW BIRDS.  You are cordially invited to a “Getting to Know You Better Picnic” at the parsonage on Monday, January 18TH from noon to 3:00pm.  Meat, beans, and beverages will be provided.  You are welcome to bring a side dish or dessert.  Year round members who are free that day are also invited to build relationships with our winter quest. If you plan on attending, please put your name and the number of folks you are bringing on the sign-up sheet in the back of the church.

OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE IN THE NARTHEX for all of our members.  If you do not see a box with your name on them, please let Kris know and she will prepare a set for you.

THE GRACIOUS LADIES OF GRACE had an incredible turnout of 17 and a 5* rating for Salute’s on the Beach. Food was fab, service great, and the ambience was Key West Cool.  We will be gathering January 5th at 11:30 at Hogfish downtown Stock Island.  Don’t miss it we still have a few seats left.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY:  The pictures are up.  If you do not like the picture of you that is posted you can send one to me that you like better or we can do a retake.  If you do not have a picture in the directory and you would like to be included please let me know.  As stated before only the names will be published.  To find the directory just go to our website; http://gracelutherankw.360unite.com/home, click on ABOUT US.  You will then see a drop down menu, click on DIRECTORY.  That’s all.  If you have not been to our website before please take your time and look around.  You will find an updated calendar of our events, information on all of our bible classes, a link to this week’s bulletin, even an audio file of this week’s sermon, and so much more.

THE GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WEB PAGE AND FACE BOOK PAGE now contains a vocal recording of last week’s sermon.  So if you are not able to attend church on Sunday please go to our website where you will find a copy of the bulletin and a recording of Pastor Faith’s sermon.  The new webpage address is gracelutherankw.360unite. 
A NUMBER OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS are needed to keep our facilities in good health for the future.  The narthex has been rebuilt.  Roof repairs are needed on school buildings.  

If you can help it would be much appreciated!  A big thanks to all who have contributed to these repairs.  

MUSIC MINISTRY:
"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!" Psalm 100:1. Whether you are here year-round or only part-time, we invite you to participate in our music ministry. Please speak with Beverly Walker or contact her at beverlywalker@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Children's Chime/Vocal Choir (Kindergarten - 4th grade).  The next rehearsal will be Sunday, January 10.
Bell Choir: The next rehearsal will be Wednesday, January 13 at 5:45 pm.

Vocal Choir: The next rehearsal will be Saturday, January 9 from 11:00 - 12 noon.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY:  We will meet on Wednesday January 6th at 4:30 to start our new bible study.  Please check back for updates.  

The MEN’S BIBLE FELLOWSHIP will be starting their new study “The Intersection of Church & State”, Wednesday January 6th.   They meet the first and third Wednesday’s of each month at 12:30pm at Chico’s Restaurant.  All guys are welcome.
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Jesus let the things that break your heart also break our hearts.  

Amen
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Old Testament Reading:

Isaiah 60:1-6

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the Lord rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
    young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
    bearing gold and incense
    and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.
Epistle Reading:

Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.
Holy Gospel:

Matthew 2:1-12

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
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Second Sunday After Christmas
January 3, 2016, 9am
Grace Lutheran Church 

2713 Flagler Ave 

Key West, FL   33040

305-296-5161

Pastor Gary Faith
These 3 windows have been donated by individual members of Grace Lutheran.  They will be installed on the left side of the church facing the altar in January.  We have plans for 4 more on the right side.  As of yet we do not have any donors.  The approximate cost is $13,000 each, this includes the stained glass window and the outside impact glass window.   If you would like to donate to a window but cannot afford the total price, several families could contribute together.  A name plate (if you wish) will be installed directly in the window at the bottom.  Given to the glory of God by the family of Mary Smith is an example.  


These 7 windows will depict the life of Christ starting with Creation and ending with Heaven.  The last window will honor the Holy Trinity.  All the windows will include Holy Scripture.  Conrad Pickel Studios ,owned by Paul Pickel, is a renown producer of stained glass windows passed down from father to son.  They are fortunate to employ the skilled artistry of April Moyer


and it is evidenced in our Christ altar window.


    Contact Jim Reynolds or Monica Bacle for a contribution of one of these beautiful windows.  


God Bless and thank you for your consideration.














