THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 7, 2014 9:00 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 
In the Name of Jesus!
Our Mission Statement:
Anchored in Christ, each person a missionary.
ORGAN PRELUDE:  (A time for Meditation and Preparation)
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PREPARATION
(Please stand…)
OPENING HYMN:      “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”       music on page 348
Congregation sings:

The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks,



When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.



Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die,



But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.



Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose



And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.



Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race



The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.

The King shall come when morning dawns And light andbeauty brings.


Hail, Christ the Lord!  Your people pray:  Come quickly, King of

   Kings!
Pastor:               
             In the Name of the Father and of Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:              Amen             
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM AND RECEPTION ON NEW MEMBERS
(Please Remain Standing or You May Kneel)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:

Pastor:
Holy God, in your mercy you look with grace and favor upon us, Your people.  Hear now, our solemn confession, and as Your Spirit moves us to true repentance, remind us again that You have forgiven us for the sake of Jesus Christ.



Congregation:
Father, how often my sinful nature controls my life!  I am easily tempted and fall into sin; I am blind to Your will; I am self-serving, self-seeking, self-righteous and deluded; I am dead in sin.  The works of my flesh are demonstrated in my actions and thoughts and words.  I have not acted as your baptized child.  My heart breaks in my shame and guilt.   Gratefully I remember Your blood shed for me to wash me clean.  I am forgiven.  Holy Spirit, control my life.
Pastor:
God has heard our cry.  He is faithful even when we are not.  As your called servant of His Word, I announce that we have what we seek; the entire forgiveness of all our sins, as God’s free gift.  New life, new sights and a new heart are ours.  Live in the freedom of the Spirit.

Congregation:

Amen!

THE PRAYERS OF THE DAY:  
All:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure mind; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

THE PSALMODY:






                    Psalm 27

Pastor:

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

Response:

The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

Pastor:
When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.

Response:

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?

Pastor:
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.

Response:

The Lord is the strong hold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

Pastor:
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him…..

For in the day of trouble, He will keep me safe in His dwelling; He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacles and set me high upon a rock.

Response:

The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom shall I be afraid?

All:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
(You may be seated…)
THE FIRST READING:




                            Isaiah 40:1-11
    

Lector:


This is the Word of the Lord.
People:


Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING:




                            2 Peter 3:8-14                           
Lector:


This is the Word of the Lord.

People:


Thanks be to God.

(Please stand…)

THE HOLY GOSPEL:




                                Mark 1:1-8
Pastor:


The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st Chapter.
People:


Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:


This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:


Praise to You, O Christ!

(You may be seated…)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
NOISE OFFERING

THE SERMON HYMN:         “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”           music on page 344
  
Congregation sings:
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces

that the Lord is nigh; Awake and hearken,

for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the 
way for God within, And let us all our

hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge

and our great reward; Without Thy grace we

waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the 
fallen strong to stand; Show us the glory 
of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent 

sets Thy people free, Whom with the Father

we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.

            
THE SERMON
                          “Hark the Herald”
                                    Mark 1:1-8
THE OFFERING:
                                “Prepare Ye”

                               Vocal Choir
This morning's choir anthem, "Prepare Ye!" was composed by Rev. Thurlow Weed, a Grace Lutheran School alum and son of our dedicated organist, Auwina Weed. The words of this hymn are very appropriate for this second week in Advent.
(Please stand…)
THE PRAYER:

Pastor:
Lord God, Heavenly Father, You are the Light of our life and the Hope of our salvation.
Response:

With you we have nothing to fear.

Pastor:


You protect us, and are the source of all our joy and happiness.

Response:

Accept our grateful songs of praise.

Pastor:


We pray for those whom we now name silently in our hearts…

According to Your will, heal the sick, strengthen the faith of all who doubt and lift up the depressed.  Into Your hand we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:


Amen! 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
(You may be seated…)

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION        
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:






“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
    music is on page 641
           Congregation sings:
You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.



As when the shepherd calls his sheep, They know and



heed his voice; So when You call Your



fam’ly, Lord, We follow and rejoice.



You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.



With joyful lips we sing to You Our praise and 



gratitude That You should count us



worthy, Lord, To share this heav’nly food.



You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.



Is not the cup we bless and share The blood of


Christ out poured?  Do not one cup, one



loaf, declare Our oneness in the Lord?



You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.



The myst’ry of Your presence, Lord, No mortal



tongue can tell:  Whom all the world can-



not contain Comes in our hearts to dwell.



You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.



You give Yourself to us, O Lord; Then selfless



Let us be, To serve each other



in Your name In truth and charity.



You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.




“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”                music on page 347


“Comfort, comfort ye My people, Speak ye peace,” thus


saith our God; “Comfort those who sit in darkness, Mouring 



‘neath their sorrows’ load.  Speak ye to Jerusalem



Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her



sins I cover And her warfare now is over.”



Yea, her sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each



dark misdeed; All that well deserved His anger He no 



more will see or heed.  She hath suffered many a day,



Now her griefs have passed away; God will change her



pining sadness Into ever springing gladness.



Hark, the herald’s voice is crying In the desert



far and near, Calling sinners to repentance, Since the



Kingdom now is here.  O that warning cry obey!



Now prepare for God away; Let the valleys



Rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.



Make ye straight what long was crooked; Make the rougher 



places plain.  Let your hearts be true and humble, As be-



fits His holy reign.  For the glory of the Lord



Now o’er earth is shed abroad, And all flesh shall



see the token That His Word is never broken.

                                                 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                music on page 621



Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and



trembling stand; Ponder nothing earthly minded,



For with blessing in His hand Christ our God to earth de-



scending Comes our homage to demand.



King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on


earth He stood, Lord of lords in human vesture,



In the body and the blood, He will give to all the 



faithful His own self for heav’nly food.



Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vangard



on the way As the Light of Light, descending



From the realms of endless day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to



vanquish As the darkness clears away.



At His feet the six winged seraph, cherubim with



sleepless eye, Veil their faces to the presence



As with ceaseless voice they cry:  “Alleluia, alle-



luia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

(Please stand…)



THE LORD’S PRAYER:


                    
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING HYMN:
  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
    music is on page 380                                   Congregation sings:
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the trumph of the skies;

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity!

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

           Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”


ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH:   We are glad that you are here to worship God with us today!  We pray that you will enjoy the wonderful fellowship as friends in Christ as God gathers us around His means of grace, the Word and Sacraments, to bless us with His treasured gifts of forgiveness, faith, abundant life and eternal salvation. If you are a guest or visitor, please also sign our Guest Book. Please talk to Pastor if you would like to learn more about becoming a member of Grace. Also, please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the Service. We invite you to come and worship with us often as God gathers us in His Grace.  

WELCOME TO THE LORD”S TABLE:  We invite and encourage all present who are baptized and faithful Christians, and who confess the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be the only true God and who believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the World and is our only hope and salvation…to join us in receiving the very and true body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament.  The clear liquid cups in the center of the tray are non-alcoholic wine.
Children not yet confirmed in the faith are always welcome to join their parents at the Lord’s Table, but should keep their hands folded in front of them.  The Pastor will give them a blessing.

SERVING TODAY:   Acolyte:  James Reynolds; Lector:  Jim Picking; Communion Assistants:  Max Broadbent and Steve Bringle; Usher:  Terry Richardson; Altar Care: Laurie Cook; Refreshments:  Laurie Cook
SERVING WEDNESDAY DEC. 10th:  Acolyte:  ___________
SERVING NEXT WEEK: Acolyte: Jacob Baugh; Lector: Mike Sattelmeier; Communion Assistants:  Max Broadbent and Steve Bringle; Usher:  Terry Richardson; Altar Care:  Laurie Cook; Refreshments:  Laurie Cook
FLOWERS:  were placed on the altar today to the glory of God to celebrate Jolynn, James, and birthdays and the Shalla’s anniversary.
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE:

Today: 

                       This Sunday

     8:45 am 
Choir Rehearsal
     9:00 am
Worship Service
   10:10 am
Children’s Chime Choir Rehearsal
                10:15 am
Fellowship

 10:30 am
Adult Bible Class/Christmas Eve Children’s Service Rehearsal/ Hand bell rehearsal
Monday:


              Dec 8th       
           Pastor’s Day Off

           5:30 pm
Zumba (Parish Hall)

Tuesday:


              Dec 9th   

                 3:00 pm
Jan’s Mobile Gym (Parish Hall)



    6:00 pm
Weight Watcher’s (Parish Hall)
Wednesday:



 Dec 10th  

    8:30 am 
Grace Lutheran School Chapel Service


    4:15 pm
Junior Confirmation Class


    5:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study


    6:00 pm
Soup Supper


    7:00 pm
Advent Service

Thursday:



 Dec 11th 

    5:30 pm
Zumba (Parish Hall)

  5:45 pm
Hand bell rehearsal


    6:30 pm
Missional Community Meeting

Saturday:



 Dec 13th  


  11:00 am
Vocal Choir Rehearsal
Next Sunday:



 Dec 14th          

    8:40 am 
Handbell warm up

    9:00 am
Worship Service 

  10:10 am
Children’s Hand Chimes Rehearsal


        10:15 am
Fellowship

10:30 am
Hand bell rehearsal/Adult Bible Class/Christmas Eve Children’s Service Rehearsal

IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK: the family of Scott Smoot, the family of Jeanne Gruenwald, Frank, Jimmy Allen, Pastor Knapp and wife Diana, Lucy Pistacchio, Harry, Mary McNeal, for the family of Miles Liebi, the family of Cleone Rollman (she passed away June 21), Donald Rollman, Jonathan Satel, Mable Paul, VanderKooi family, Bobby Bringle, Meggan Meggs, Cheryl Kucera, Tim Rodriguez, Elsie Hamilton, Mary Bacle, Marge Kemp, Michael Gillis, Joe Lamberson, Vernon Julson, Dennis Julson, Mary Ellen Jessel, and those you are praying for at home. If anyone has a special prayer request please submit it in writing in the collection plate; or you may call Pastor Gary Faith at (504-858-8872), or Kris Howard at (305-296-5161).
TODAY WE RECEIVE THE CARROLL’S into membership at Grace.  Jessie will be received by confirmation, Chris and Aydlinn will be received by Baptism.  They have received their orders and will be moving to Puyallup, Washington.  We thank God for the time we were blessed with them and know they will be a blessing to the folks at Immanuel Lutheran in Puyallup.
TOYS FOR TOTS:  Grace Lutheran School is collecting unwrapped new toys for the Toys For Tots program.  As you exit the narthex you will see a large collection box.  Please help support this wonderful program for children in need this Christmas.  The collection box will be picked up on Friday December 12th so please bring your donations in prior to that date.  Thank you for all of your support.
GRACE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY to be held at Kathy Greenwood’s home, 2401 Seidenberg Avenue, on Tuesday December 16th at 6:30 pm.  All are invited for some Yuletide cheer.  We will also be making the ornaments to give the children at the early Christmas Eve Service.  Please come and bring a friend!

KIDS COME FIRST received their first check from Grace Lutheran.  Over the last few months we raised, through our noise offering, $453.62.  This just shows that a little can turn into a lot.
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ALL YOUTH WILL BE PRACTICING for the Christmas Eve early service after church services the month of December instead of attending Bible Class.  If you want to be in the service, please make a point to be there for practice.  Miss Joanne’s class (preschool through 3rd grade) will practice with us just the 7th and the 21st.  Call Kris Bly 305-509-1443 if you have any questions. Thank you.
JEANNE GRUENWALD:  At the age of 79 years Ms. Jeanne Gruenwald has gone to be with Jesus in heaven.  Jeanne taught here at Grace Lutheran for 31 years.  We pray that the message of Easter will comfort all who mourn.
GIFTS, TITHES, & ATTENDANCE  LAST SUNDAY  were $2370.00, $477.16 for the building fund, and the noise offering for this week was $48.10.  The total attendance was 88.

OUR MIDWEEK ADVENT SCHEDULE:  Light supper from 6:00pm – 6:45pm.  Worship will take place at 7:00pm.  Please sit toward the front of the church.

December 10, 2014:  Luke 1:26-38 Getting Ready for Christmas Mary’s Perspective

December 17, 2014:  Matthew 1:18-25 Getting Ready for Christmas Joseph’s Perspective

OUR CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:  December 24, 2014:  Christmas Eve:  
6:00pm Service:  Worship with the help of our children

11:00pm Service:  Communion Service

PASTOR DICK KNAPP deeply regrets that his current level of energy prevents him from acknowledging all the wonderful cards and email he is receiving, but wants all his friends to know that you can track his progress and see notes from him at www.caringbridge.org/visit/dickknapp.  
NOISE OFFERING:  We are now having a noise offering every Sunday.  The children will serve as ushers collecting pocket change.  The proceeds will go to Kids Come First.  This is an organization that provides clothes, toiletries, and school supplies to children in the Keys.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION is a year around fundraiser that Grace Lutheran School participates in.  If you purchase an item that has a box top on it, please take the time to clip it and turn it in to either the church or school office, whichever is easier.  The school earns $.10 for ever box top.   Last year the school earned around $500 and our goal for this year is $600.  Thank you for your support.

THE GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WEB PAGE AND FACE BOOK PAGE now contains a vocal recording of last week’s sermon.  So if you are not able to attend church on Sunday please go to our website where you will find a copy of the bulletin and a recording of Pastor Faith’s sermon.  The weekly bulletins and sermons will be updated every Monday morning and will be available on our new website. The new webpage address is gracelutherankw.360unite.  Please remember we are still developing this new site.  If you would like to have event reminders sent to you from the webpage calendar please make sure that we have a current email address for you.
UPDATE FROM LOUIS & JANE FAULSTICH:  Join us in praise! God has been working in some unique and wonderful ways over the past several months. We owe a huge praise to God and a huge thanks to you as our mission partners. Thank you for your faithful prayers and support as we set out to introduce God’s Word to the Ni-Vanuatu; they now have six translations! Please pray for strong focus through our academic preparation, and praise God for moving things forward in the mission. Your friends in Christ, Louis & Jane.  

A NUMBER OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS are needed to keep our facilities in good health for the future.  The narthex has been rebuilt.  Roof repairs are needed on school buildings.  If you can help it would be much appreciated!  A big thanks to all who have contributed to these repairs.

MUSIC MINISTRY:  "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!" Whether you are here year-round or only part-time, we invite you to participate in our music ministry.  Please speak with Beverly Walker or email her at beverlywalker@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Vocal Choir rehearses on Saturdays from 11:00 am to 12 noon. We will be singing for the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service. If you would like to sing for this service, please join us.

Bell Choir will have a special practice this morning at 10:30 in addition to our regular Thursday practice at 5:45 pm.

Children's Chime Choir for ages 4 to 9 meets on Sundays from 10:10 to 10:25 at the chime table in the back of the church.
Women’s Bible Study:.  The Women's Bible Study Group would like to invite all the ladies to join in. This wonderful devotion will be on Wednesday December 10th at 5pm.  
The Men’s Bible Fellowship has started a new study about the Mormon religion.  They meet the first and third Wednesday’s of each month at 12:30 with the next session set for Wednesday December 17th at Chico’s Restaurant.  All guys are welcome.
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