THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
NOVEMBER 30, 2014 9:00 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 
In the Name of Jesus!
Our Mission Statement:
Anchored in Christ, each person a missionary.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
We extend a warm welcome to all who worship here this morning.  We know the Lord’s blessings will rest upon you and that those blessings will go with you to be shared through you all during this new week.
We gather together to thank God for His past blessings.

PREPARATION
(Please stand…)

A HYMN OF PRAISE:       “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”         music is on page 341
Congregation Sings:    Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!  Behold, the


King of glory waits.  The King of kings is drawing


near; The Savior of the world is here.  Life and sal-


vation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.


To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise.


A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot


is humility, His kingly crown is holi-


ness, His scepter, pity in distress.  The end of 


all our woe He Brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings.


To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.


How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the


ruler is confessed!  O peaceful hearts and happy

                                       homes To whom this King in triumph comes!  The cloudless

                                       sun of joy is He Who comes to set His people free.

                                       To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise.

                                       Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a 

                                       temple set apart From earthly use for heav’n’s em-

                                       ploy, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.  So shall your

                                     
Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin.

                                       To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace!

                                       Redeemer, come and open wide My heart 
                                       to Thee; here, Lord abide!  O enter with Thy grace 
                                       divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine.

                                       Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won.

                                       Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name.

Pastor:

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:
Amen.

(Please Remain Standing or Kneel…)
THE OPENING:  (invocation)

Pastor:

We have gathered together in the Name of our great Triune God.

Congregation:
It was into that great name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit that we were baptized.

Pastor:
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

Congregation:
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise.

Pastor:

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all Gods.

Congregation:
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hands.

Pastor:
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of His Holy Spirit is with you.

Congregation:
We are the flock of His pasture.

Pastor:

We are the children of His family.

Congregation:
We are the people of His promise.






Pastor:
Our God is deeply concerned about the maturity of His people.  He calls us to “grow up in every way in Christ.”



         Eph. 4:15
TOGETHER WE PRAY:


Lord God, heavenly Father, continue to look with mercy upon us, your family.  Continue to guide and direct us along life’s pathway/so that we may continue to grow and mature gratefully/through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord.  Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
(Please be seated…)

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:



                              Isaiah 64:1-9
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.
People:

Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE LESSON:




                 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

(Please stand…)

THE HOLY GOSPEL:





               Mark 11:1-10
Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 11th Chapter
People:

Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:

Praise to You, O Christ!
(Please be seated…)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
NOISE OFFERING
THE SERMON HYMN:     
    “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                   music is on page 443    
Congregation Sings:
  Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang;

  Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.

  To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to His breast,

  The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.

  From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,

  The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.

  The Lord of earth and heaven Rode on in lowly state

  Nor scorned that little children Should on His bidding wait.

  “Hosanna in the highest!”  That ancient song we sing;

  For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.

  Oh, may we ever praise Him With heart and life and voice

  And in His blissful presence Eternally rejoice!           
THE SERMON:

“Grace To You and Through You”             1 Corinthians 1:3-9
                     
OFFERINGS RECEIVED 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
(Please stand…)

PREPARE FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER:
 
Pastor:
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame.
Congregation:
We confess to you, O Lord, and before our brothers and sisters in Christ, that we are sinful ones.  It is our very nature, and so we express it in our thoughts and words and actions that are contrary to Your holy will.  We live and act as if we are in control instead of You.  And yet, in Your grace, You gather us as a hen gathers her chicks, and set us on the new path of life.
Pastor:
Though we were God’s enemies, through the body and blood of Christ, we are now God’s children, Jesus has driven out the demonic forces that seek to control us; Jesus has healed our brokenness and has forgiven our sins.
Congregation:
This is good News!
                                                  
(Please be seated…)
THE CONSECRATION AND DISTRIBUTION:
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            music is on page 357
Congregation Sings:
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive

Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.  Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things

mightily; To us the path of knowledge show,

And teach us in her ways to go.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!

Emmanuel Shall come to the, O Israel!

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on

Sinai’s height In ancient times didst give the Law

In cloud and majesty and awe.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s 

tyranny That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our 
heav’nly home; Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!
 
Emamanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us 
by Thy drawing nigh; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight, Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts 
of all mankind; Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And be Thyself our king of Peace.  Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!


                  “Beautiful Savior”                                 music is on page 537
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of 

God and Son of Man!  Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d

serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in

flow’rs of blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is

purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the 

sparkling stars on high; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines

purer Than all the angles in the sky.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of 

God and Son of Man!  Glory and honor, Praise, ado-

ration Now and forevermore be Thine!

            “Savior of the Nations, Come”                    music is on page 332

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make
here Your home!  Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,

That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit

of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh-

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a

virgin mild.  In her womb this truth was shown;

God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and

kingly hall; God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.

God the Father was his source, Back to God 

He ran His course.  Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh 

the vict’ry won.  By your mighty pow’r make whole

All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory 
through the night.  Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, 
our king, Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity.

 (Please stand…)






THE LORD’S PRAYER:





                        
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
THE BLESSING:
Pastor:
Rejoice in our unity in the body of Christ
Congregation:
We rejoice in the bread of life God gives us.
Pastor:

Remember, God feeds all children who hunger.
Congregation:
The manna that is Christ is free for all

Pastor:

Share the Spirit of Christ given to you,

Congregation:
We will share the heavenly food we have been served.

Pastor:
Go in the peace of God, knowing that you are well cared for, and always will be.  Serve others as He serves you.

THE BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING HYMN:         “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

    music is on page 388 


Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;



Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!



While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,



Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.



Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;



Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.



Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;



Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born;

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH:   We are glad that you are here to worship God with us today!  We pray that you will enjoy the wonderful fellowship as friends in Christ as God gathers us around His means of grace, the Word and Sacraments, to bless us with His treasured gifts of forgiveness, faith, abundant life and eternal salvation. If you are a guest or visitor, please also sign our Guest Book. Please talk to Pastor if you would like to learn more about becoming a member of Grace. Also, please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the Service. We invite you to come and worship with us often as God gathers us in His Grace.  

WELCOME TO THE LORD”S TABLE:  We invite and encourage all present who are baptized and faithful Christians, and who confess the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be the only true God and who believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the World and is our only hope and salvation…to join us in receiving the very and true body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament.  The clear liquid cups in the center of the tray are non-alcoholic wine.
Children not yet confirmed in the faith are always welcome to join their parents at the Lord’s Table, but should keep their hands folded in front of them.  The Pastor will give them a blessing.

SERVING TODAY:   Acolyte:  Elizabeth Reynolds; Lector:  David Rose; Communion Assistants:  Don Bly and David Walker; Usher:  David Rose; Altar Care: _________; Refreshments:  _________
SERVING WEDNESDAY DEC. 3RD:  Acolyte:  Amelia Bly; Lector:  Beverly Walker
SERVING NEXT WEEK: Acolyte: James Reynolds; Lector: Jim Picking; Communion Assistants:  Max Broadbent and Steve Bringle; Usher:  Terry Richardson; Altar Care:  Laurie Cook; Refreshments:  Laurie Cook
FLOWERS:  were placed on the altar today to the glory of God.
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE:

Today: 

                       This Sunday

     9:00 am
Worship Service
   10:10 am
Children’s Chime Choir Rehearsal
                10:15 am
Fellowship


     
  10:30 am
Greening of the Church/followed by a Cuban Sandwiches



  12:00 pm 
New Member Class

Monday:


              Dec 1st       
           Pastor’s Day Off

           5:30 pm
Zumba (Parish Hall)

Tuesday:


              Dec 2nd   

                 3:00 pm
Jan’s Mobile Gym (Parish Hall)



    6:00 pm
Weight Watcher’s (Parish Hall)
Wednesday:



 Dec 3rd 

    8:30 am 
Grace Lutheran School Chapel Service

  12:30 pm
Men’s Bible Fellowship (Chico’s Restaurant)


    4:15 pm
Junior Confirmation Class


    5:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study


    6:00 pm
Soup Supper


    7:00 pm
Advent Service

Thursday:



 Dec 4th

    5:30 pm
Zumba (Parish Hall)

    6:30 pm
Missional Community Meeting

Friday:




 Dec 5th

  12:00 pm
PTF meeting (Parish Hall)

Saturday:



 Dec 6th 


  11:00 am
Vocal Choir Rehearsal


    1:00 pm
Grace Lutheran School Christmas Concert


    2:00 pm
Grace Lutheran School Christmas Carnival

Next Sunday:



 Dec 7th         

    9:00 am
Worship Service 

  10:10 am
Children’s Hand Chimes Rehearsal


        10:15 am
Fellowship

10:30 am
Hand bell rehearsal/Adult Bible Class/Christmas Eve Children’s Service Rehearsal

IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK: the family of Scott Smoot, the family of Jeanne Gruenwald, Pastor Mark Wessling, Frank, Jimmy Allen, Pastor Knapp and wife Diana, Lucy Pistacchio, Harry, Mary McNeal, for the family of Miles Liebi, the family of Cleone Rollman (she passed away June 21), Donald Rollman, Jonathan Satel, Mable Paul, VanderKooi family, Bobby Bringle, Meggan Meggs, Cheryl Kucera, Tim Rodriguez, Elsie Hamilton, Mary Bacle, Marge Kemp, Michael Gillis, Joe Lamberson, Vernon Julson, Dennis Julson, Mary Ellen Jessel, and those you are praying for at home. If anyone has a special prayer request please submit it in writing in the collection plate; or you may call Pastor Gary Faith at (504-858-8872), or Kris Howard at (305-296-5161).
JEANNE GRUENWALD:  At the age of 79 years Ms. Jeanne Gruenwald has gone to be with Jesus in heaven.  Jeanne taught here at Grace Lutheran for 31 years.  We pray that the message of Easter will comfort all who mourn.
GIFTS, TITHES, & ATTENDANCE  LAST SUNDAY  were $4275.00, $2750.00 for the building fund, and the noise offering for this week was $77.48.  The total attendance was 88.

OUR MIDWEEK ADVENT SCHEDULE:  Light supper from 6:00pm – 6:45pm.  Worship will take place at 7:00pm.  Please sit toward the front of the church.

December 3, 2014:  Genesis 3:1-15 Why We Need Christmas

December 10, 2014:  Luke 1:26-38 Getting Ready for Christmas Mary’s Perspective

December 17, 2014:  Matthew 1:18-25 Getting Ready for Christmas Joseph’s Perspective

OUR CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:  December 24, 2014:  Christmas Eve:  
6:00pm Service:  Worship with the help of our children

11:00pm Service:  Communion Service

PASTOR DICK KNAPP deeply regrets that his current level of energy prevents him from acknowledging all the wonderful cards and email he is receiving, but wants all his friends to know that you can track his progress and see notes from him at www.caringbridge.org/visit/dickknapp.  
NOISE OFFERING:  We are now having a noise offering every Sunday.  The children will serve as ushers collecting pocket change.  The proceeds will go to Kids Come First.  This is an organization that provides clothes, toiletries, and school supplies to children in the Keys.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION is a year around fundraiser that Grace Lutheran School participates in.  If you purchase an item that has a box top on it, please take the time to clip it and turn it in to either the church or school office, whichever is easier.  The school earns $.10 for ever box top.   Last year the school earned around $500 and our goal for this year is $600.  Thank you for your support.

THE GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WEB PAGE AND FACE BOOK PAGE now contains a vocal recording of last week’s sermon.  So if you are not able to attend church on Sunday please go to our website where you will find a copy of the bulletin and a recording of Pastor Faith’s sermon.  The weekly bulletins and sermons will be updated every Monday morning and will be available on our new website. The new webpage address is gracelutherankw.360unite.  Please remember we are still developing this new site.  If you would like to have event reminders sent to you from the webpage calendar please make sure that we have a current email address for you.
UPDATE FROM LOUIS & JANE FAULSTICH:  Join us in praise! God has been working in some unique and wonderful ways over the past several months. We owe a huge praise to God and a huge thanks to you as our mission partners. Thank you for your faithful prayers and support as we set out to introduce God’s Word to the Ni-Vanuatu; they now have six translations! Please pray for strong focus through our academic preparation, and praise God for moving things forward in the mission. Your friends in Christ, Louis & Jane.  

A NUMBER OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS are needed to keep our facilities in good health for the future.  The narthex has been rebuilt.  Roof repairs are needed on school buildings.  If you can help it would be much appreciated!  A big thanks to all who have contributed to these repairs.

MUSIC MINISTRY:  "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!" Whether you are here year-round or only part-time, we invite you to participate in our music ministry.  Please speak with Beverly Walker or email her at beverlywalker@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Vocal Choir rehearses on Saturdays from 11:00 am to 12 noon.

Children's Chime Choir for ages 4 to 9 meets on Sundays from 10:10 to 10:25 at the chime table in the back of the church.   

Bell choir:  There will be no rehearsal this Thursday.  We will rehearse next Sunday at 10:30 am. 
Women’s Bible Study:.  The Women's Bible Study Group would like to invite all the ladies to join in. This wonderful devotion will resume Wednesday December 3rd at 5pm followed by another session on Wednesday December 10th at 5pm.  
The Men’s Bible Fellowship has started a new study about the Mormon religion.  They meet the first and third Wednesday’s of each month at 12:30 with the next session set for Wednesday December 3rd at Chico’s Restaurant.  All guys are welcome.


