
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
10March 2024, 10:15 am.

AS WE GATHER
Look out! There were snakes biting the Israelites, sent by God as punishment for
complaining about the manna, that miraculous food He gave on the way to the Promised
Land. But look up! See the bronze serpent Moses put on a pole. Everyone who looked up at
the serpent lived. The serpent was a type of Christ, a parallel symbol in the Bible. We, too,
have snakes—our discontent with God’s daily blessings and lack of faith in His promises.
But as we look up in faith to Jesus, the Christ on the cross, we shall be saved. That faith is a
gift of God in His grace. Jesus is the center of the gracious Good News. We are God’s
workmanship, and nowHe holds the door open as we walk through, looking up to Jesus.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC and CANDLE LIGHTING

WELCOME and INVITATION

Please stand as you are able.

OPENING SONGS
Here I Am To Worship Tim Hughes

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness,
opened my eyes, let me see.

Beauty that made this heart adore You,
hope of a life spent with You.

Chorus
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,

here I am to say that You’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,

altogether wonderful to me.

King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
glorious in heaven above.

Humbly You came to the earth You created,
all for love’s sake became poor. Chorus



Bridge
And I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross.
And I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross. Chorus
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Lord, I Lift Your Name On High Rick Founds
Lord, I lift your name on high_____.

Lord, I love to sing your praises___.
I’m so glad you’re in my life_____.

I’m so glad you came to save us___.
You came from heaven to earth

to show__ the way,
From the earth to the cross,

my debt__ to pay;
From the cross to the grave,

from the grave to the sky
Lord, I lift your name on high. Repeat

©1989 Maranatha! Music; Used by permission; CCLI #120161

INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit
anyone,

he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

But God, . . . even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ.

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.
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Our Lenten journey leads us to the cross where Jesus gave His life,
and then to the resurrection and eternal life.

REPENTANCE and RESTORATION
“The Great Exchange” is one of the ways that the gift of salvation given by
Jesus Christ on the cross has been described. In the Solid Declaration, the
Lutheran Confessions express that sacrificial gift of our Lord in this way:
“Therefore, we believe, teach, and confess that the entire obedience of
Christ’s entire person (which He has offered to the Father for us, even to His
most humiliating death on the cross) is credited to us for righteousness.”
Together, let us make confession of our sins to God, our gracious, heavenly
Father.

A moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Lord’s mercy and
forgiveness.
 

Merciful Father,
we beg You, O Lord, to have mercy upon us sinners. Though we deserve
nothing of Your kindness, deliver us according to the mercy You have
promised in Your Son, Jesus Christ, and restore us as Your own sons and
daughters. Forgive us all our sins, create in us new and contrite hearts,
and instill in us the will and desire for all that is good and right and true.
Make us to know Your will and grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. Amen.

God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant hearts. Upon this
your confession, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit. To the impenitent and unbelieving I declare that so long as you
continue in your impenitence, God will not forgive your sins and will visit your
iniquity upon you until you turn from your sinful ways, come to repentance,
and trust in the merits of Jesus Christ alone.

Amen.
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY

We pray . . . O Lord, our faithful God, whose grace attends us all our days,
look upon us in mercy and renew us by Your Holy Spirit. Direct our steps into
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pathways of peace and lead us to discover all that is good and right and true.
Preserve us in Your righteousness and at last bring us to Your eternal kingdom
where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

READINGS FROMHOLY SCRIPTURE
[Please refer to the back of your service folder or to the screens overhead.]

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Numbers 21:4-6 David Wilson

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 107:1-10; antiphon v 19 Pastor Marty
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and He delivered them from their distress.
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,

whom He has redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south. 

Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in;
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress.

He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in.
Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love,
for His wondrous works to the children of men!

For He satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul He fills with good
things.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 Joanne Runnels

Please stand.

GOSPEL READING: John 3:14-21 Pastor Marty

WHAT WE BELIEVE ~ Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
      maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
      born of the virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died and was buried.
      He descended into hell.
      The third day He rose again from the dead.
      He ascended into heaven
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
      the holy Christian Church,
           the communion of saints,
      the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body,

      and the life T everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
(Kindergarten – 5th grade students are excused to attend CHILDREN’S CHURCH in the ANNEX)

SONG OF THE DAY
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) Chris Tomlin

Amazing grace, How sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost, but now I’m found,
Was blind, but now I see.
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‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.

Chorus
My chains are gone. I’ve been set free,
My God, my Savior has ransomed me.
And like a flood His mercy reigns,

Unending love, Amazing grace.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures. (Chorus 2x)

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine.

But God, Who called me here below,
Will be forever mine.

Will be forever mine, You are forever mine.
Written by Stan Roto Walker (Traditional), David Pritchard-Blunt, Chris Tomlin, Louie Giglio.
Copyright © 2006 sixsteps Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; used by permission; CCLI 120161

MESSAGE “Don’t Stop At Verse 16” Pastor Marty Tyler
John 3:16-18

THANKFUL GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support of Grace Ministries.

Our ability to continue to serve you, the Church, and our community is greatly dependent
upon the willingness of God’s people to give of their time, talents and treasures. Please
remember to support the LORD’S Church by regularly sending in your tithes and offerings;
by mail, online at www.GraceLutheranCC.com/Giving, or download the GivePlus Mobile
App. As the Apostle Paul writes, “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). If you
brought your tithe or offering with you today, you may place them in the box marked “I
Bring An Offering To The Lord” sitting on the table next to the usher’s station at the
entrance to the sanctuary.
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Sermon Notes
Focus Scripture Verse(s)

The Law (Shows Our Sin)

The Gospel (Shows Our Salvation)

Main Point:
What Does This Mean for Me?

Application:
How does what I learned help me share God’s Good News?
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Please stand.

OFFERTORY SONG
Blessèd Be Your name Matt Redman, Beth Redman

Blessèd be your name in the land that is plentiful,
Where your streams of abundance flow, Blessèd be your name.
Blessèd be your name when I'm found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness, Blessèd be your name.

Chorus
Every blessing you pour out I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,
"Blessèd be the name of the Lord, Blessèd be your name.
Blessèd be the name of the Lord, Blessèd be your glorious name.”

Blessèd be your name when the Sun's shining down on me,
When the world's all as it should be, Blessèd be your name.
Blessèd Be Your Name on the road marked with suffering,
Though there's pain in the offering, Blessèd be your name. Chorus

Bridge
You give and take away
You give and take away
My Heart will choose to stay.
Lord, blessèd be your name. Chorus

Blessèd be the name of the Lord, Blessèd be your name.
Blessèd be the name of the Lord, Blessèd be your glorious name.

Bridge
You give and take away
You give and take away
My Heart will choose to stay.
Lord, blessèd be your name.

©2002 ThankYou Music; Used by permission, CCLI #120161

8



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER (see hymnal inside back cover)
Please be seated.

DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGE “Love To Us and From Us” David Wilson
We heard today of eternal life that is given to us because of God’s great love
for us, shown to us in perhaps the most famous Bible verse, John 3:16. This
verse speaks of God’s genuine love for us and the world, shown in Jesus’
death on the cross for us. The love of God never ends. God’s love is present
here and now and extends into eternal life as eternal love. Jesus Christ came
into the world, and is in the world now, not to condemn but to save, not to
judge but to acquit! May we be so encouraged by God’s love to share it with
others. Thanks be to God for such love!

- Be in the Word: Read John chapters 3 and 4.
- Be in Fellowship: Attend Vespers and bring a soup, salad or dessert for

Lenten Suppers.
- Be Doing works of love: Recent storms have resulted in a lot of down

branches and yard damage. By yourself or with one or two others help
clean someone’s yard of debris.

Please stand.

CLOSING PRAYER
God of love, through Your Son, You have restored us to You as Your own sons
and daughters, forgiven all our sins, and delivered us to everlasting life. By
the guidance of Your Word and Spirit, keep us in this holy faith and fear, that
we may learn submission to You and our hearts may rest in Your peace;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, one Lord, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING TO DEPART

The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who created us; the T Son, who
redeemed us; and the Holy Spirit, who has bestowed faith on us—be with
You, today and always. Amen.

DEPARTING SONG
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Your Love Never Fails Chris McClarney, Anthony Skinner
Nothing can separate, even if I ran away

Your love never fails
I know I still make mistakes,
but You have new mercies for me ev'ryday

Your love never fails.

Chorus
You stay the same through the ages, Your love never changes.
There may be pain in the night, But joy comes in the morning.
And when the oceans rage, I don't have to be afraid,
Because I know that You love me (Your love never fails.)

The wind is strong and the water's deep, but
I'm not alone here in these open seas,

Your love never fails.
The chasm is far too wide, I never thought I'd reach the other side,

Your love never fails. Chorus

Bridge
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good. (Repeat 2X)

End with Chorus
© 2008 Thankyou Music ǀ Integrity's Alleluia! Music ǀ Out Of The Cave Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Used by permission.
CCLI License # 120161

Thank you for worshiping with us today.
Please join us for refreshments and conversation in the Grace Fellowship Hall.
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