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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
25 FEBRUARY 2024, 10:15 AM 

 

AS WE GATHER  

Today we hear the apostle Paul proclaim something rather odd: that we can rejoice 

in our sufferings. Paul says this because—as he tells us—suffering produces 

endurance, endurance produces character, character produces hope, and hope does 
not put us to shame because our hope is in Jesus who died and is risen for us and 

our reconciliation and peace with God that passes all understanding. That is 

something to rejoice in! 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC and CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

WELCOME and INVITATION 

Please stand as you are able. 

OPENING SONGS 
You Never Let Go  Beth Redman, Matt Redman 

© 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). Used with permission. CCLI License #120161 

 

 Verse 1 
  E-ven though I walk  
   through the val-ley 
    of the shad-ow of death, 
  Your perfect love is cast-ing out fear, 

  And e-ven when I'm caught 
   in the mid-dle 
    of the storms of this life, 
  I won't turn back, I know You are near. 
 

 Pre-Chorus 
  And I will fear no e - - vil, 
   For my God is with me. 
  And if my God is with me, 
   Whom then shall I fear? 
  Whom then shall I fear? 
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 Chorus 1 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Through the calm and through the storm. 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   In ev-'ry high and ev-'ry low. 
  Oh no You nev-er let go 
   Lord, You nev-er let go of__ me. 
 

 Verse 2 
  And I can see a light 
   that is coming 
    for the heart that holds on, 
  A glo - rious light be-yond all com-pare, 

  And there will be an end  
   to these trou-bles 
    but un-til that day comes, 
  We'll live to know You here on the earth. 
 

 Pre-Chorus 
  And I will fear no e - - vil, 
   For my God is with me. 
  And if my God is with me, 
   Whom then shall I fear? 
  Whom then shall I fear? 
  
 Chorus 2 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Through the calm and through the storm. 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   In ev-'ry high and ev-'ry low. 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Lord, You nev-er let go of__ me. 
  You keep on run-nin' and You nev-er let go___. 
 

  Sing-in' Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Through the calm and through the storm. 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   In ev-'ry high and ev-'ry low. 
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  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Lord, You nev-er let go of__ me. 
  

 Bridge 
  Yes, I can see a light 
   that is coming  
    for the heart that holds on, 
  And there will be an end  
   to these trou-bles, 
    but un-til that day comes, 
  Still I will praise You, still I will praise You (Repeat) 
 
 Chorus 1 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   Through the calm and through the storm. 
  Oh no, You nev-er let go, 
   In ev-'ry high and ev-'ry low. 
  Oh no You nev-er let go 
   Lord, You nev-er let go of__ me. (Repeat) 

  Oh no, You nev-er let go. 
 

How Majestic Is Your Name                                Michael W Smith 
 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 
 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.  
  O Lord____, we praise Your name.   
  O Lord____, we magnify Your name, 
 Prince of Peace, mighty God, O Lord God Almighty.   (Repeat song) 
 

©1986 Meadowgreen Music Co.; Used by permission; CCLI#120161 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
  O my God, in You I trust. 

  Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 
  Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my  
  salvation; for You I wait all the day long. 

 Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been  
 from of old. 
 

  According to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of  
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  Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

INVOCATION  
 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
  Amen.             Matthew 28:19b 
 

REPENTANCE and RESTORATION 
 God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, 

 but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetful-  
 ness of Your unchanging grace. 

  David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the  
 LORD,” 
  but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. 

O Lord, forgive our hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious 
presence. 

  Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His  
 blood, 
  but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our 

blindness to the necessary sacrifice of our Savior. 
God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath 
of God. “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 
by His life.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  Amen. We are forgiven and are at peace with God. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. . . Father in heaven, Your ways are justice and truth; strengthen 
our faith in Christ that we find in Him alone to be the way and the truth and 
the life. 

Help us to do justice and love kindness in response to Jesus’ life of 
perfect obedience and sacrificial death on our behalf; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Following the prayer, people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you.”— Luke 2:11. Then return to their places and be seated. 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 
[Please refer to the back of your service folder or to the screens overhead.] 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 David Cink 

“Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision” 

 

After the reading: 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 22:23–31 Pastor Marty 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
     All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, 
     and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he has not despised or abhorred 
     the affliction of the afflicted, 
and he has not hidden his face from him, 
     but has heard, when he cried to him. 
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
     my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 
The afflicted[a] shall eat and be satisfied; 
     those who seek him shall praise the LORD! 
    May your hearts live forever! 
All the ends of the earth shall remember 
     and turn to the LORD, 
and all the families of the nations 
     shall worship before you. 
For kingship belongs to the LORD, 
     and he rules over the nations. 
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 
     before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
     even the one who could not keep himself alive. 
Posterity shall serve him; 
     it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, 
     that he has done it. 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE READING: Romans 5:1–11 Grace Perry 

“Peace with God Through Faith” 
After the reading: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22%3A23%E2%80%9331&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14231a
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 This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 8:27–38        Pastor Marty 

“Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection” 

After the reading: 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise You, O Christ. 
 

WHAT WE BELIEVE ~ Apostles’ Creed 
(Refer to the screen overhead or the inside back cover of the hymnal.) 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Jane Goss 

(Kindergarten – 5th grade students are excused to attend Children’s Church in the ANNEX) 

SONG OF THE DAY 

Lead Me to the Cross                     Graham Kendrick and Steve Thompson 

 How can I be free from sin?   
  Lead me to the cross of Jesus; 
 From the guilt, the pow’r, the pain,  
  Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 
 There’s no other way, no price that I could pay,  
  Simply to the cross I cling. 
 This is all I need, this is all I plead,  
  That His blood was shed for me. 
  

 How can I know peace within?  
  Lead me to the cross of Jesus;  
 Sing a song of joy again,  
  Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 
 Flowing from above, all forgiving love,  
  from the Father’s heart to me. 
 What a gift of grace, His own righteousness,  
  Clothing me in purity. 
 

 How can I live day by day? Lead me to the cross of Jesus; 
 Following His narrow way, lead me to the cross of Jesus. 
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 Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 
 

©1991 Make Way Music (admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere; Used by permission; CCLI #120161. 
 

MESSAGE “Justified, Reconciled and at Peace”                  Pastor Marty 

Romans 5:8-9 

Please stand. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
How Good It Is  Danny Chambers 
 How good it is to give thanks unto the Lord, 
  How good it is to give thanks unto our God; 
 O He heals the brokenhearted, binding up their wounds,  
  It is good to bless His holy name. (Repeat)  

  I’m gonna bless His name… 
 

 Verse  
  O, we give thanks__ unto our Savior,  
   and with a heart of grat-i-tude we give Him praise; 
  His mercy shall__ endure forever,  
   and I will worship Him all of my days.   
 

 How good it is to give thanks unto the Lord, 
  How good it is to give thanks unto our God; 
 O He heals the brokenhearted, binding up their wounds,  
  It is good to bless His holy name.  

© 1990 Integrity’s Praise Music, Used by permission; CCLI #120161 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH          1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 God has called us as His own, gathered us together, and enlightened us by 

His Spirit through the Word. Therefore, we bring to Him our prayer and 
praise, for in all times and in all places, He promises to hear our prayers and 
to answer them according to His gracious will.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (see hymnal inside back cover) 

Please be seated. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGE  “Reconciled to Live in Peace”            Roy Tedsen  

- Be in the Word: Read Romans chapters 5 and 2 Corinthians chapter 5. 
- Having been reconciled to God through death of Christ, be reconciled to 

one another by putting to death grievances and rebuilding friendships.  
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- Be doing good works: Consider partnering with someone (or two) and 
plan to participate together in special service idea. 

Please stand. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Rejoicing in Your mercy, O God, we pray that You would guard and guide us 
by Your Spirit, and grant us to live holy, upright, and godly lives in response 
to all that Your love has accomplished in us and for us; through Jesus Christ, 
we pray. 
 Amen. 

 

BLESSING TO DEPART       
 Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return no 

person evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the 
suffering, honor all of God’s people, love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

 The almighty God—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless you and 
keep you and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
Indescribable Laura Story, Jesse Reeves 
 Verse 1 
  From the highest of heights to the depths of the__ sea, 
   Creation's revealing Your maj – es – ty. 
  From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring, 
   Ev'ry creature u-ni-que in the song that it sings. 
  All exclaiming: 
 

 Chorus 1 
  In-de-scrib-a-ble, un-con-tain-a-ble; 
   You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name. 
   You are amazing God; 

  All powerful, untamable; 
   Awestruck, we fall to our knees 
  As we humbly proclaim, 
   You are a-maz - ing God.  
 

 Verse 2 
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  Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go, 
   Or seen heav-en-ly store-hous-es lad-en with__ snow. 
  Who i-mag-ined the sun and gives source to its light, 
   Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of_ night? 
  None can fathom. 
 

 Chorus 2 
  In-de-scrib-a-ble, un-con-tain-a-ble; 
   You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name. 
   You are a-maz - ing God.  

  In-com-para-ble, un-change-able 
   You see the depths of my heart 
  And You love me the same. 
   You are a-maz - ing God. . . 

  You are a-maz - ing God. 
 

 Chorus 1 
  In-de-scrib-a-ble, un-con-tain-a-ble; 
   You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name. 
   You are amazing God; 

  All powerful, untamable; 
   Awestruck, we fall to our knees 
  As we humbly proclaim, 
   You are a-maz - ing God.  
 

 Interlude 
  You are a-maz - ing God. 
 

 Chorus 2 
  In-de-scrib-a-ble, un-con-tain-a-ble; 
   You placed the stars in the sky 
  And You know them by name. 
   You are a-maz - ing God.  

  In-com-para-ble, un-change-able 
   You see the depths of my heart 
  And You love me the same. 
   You are a-maz - ing God. . . 
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  You are a-maz - ing God. 
 

 Interlude 
  You are a-maz - ing God. 
 

 Interlude 
 

 Ending 
  You see the depths of my heart 
  And You love me the same. 
   You are a-maz - ing God.  
 

  You see the depths of my heart 
  And You love me the same. 
   You are a-maz - ing God. 
 

  You see the depths of our hearts 
  And You love us the same. 
   You are a-maz - ing God. 
 
© 2004 Laura Stories (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). All rights reserved. Used with permission. CCLI License # 120161 

 

 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support of Grace Ministries. 
Our ability to continue to serve you, the Church, and our community is greatly dependent upon the 
willingness of God’s people to give of their time, talents and treasures. Please remember to support 
the LORD’S Church by regularly bringing or sending in your tithes and offerings; by mail, online at 
www.GraceLutheranCC.com/Giving, or on the GivePlus Mobile App. As the Apostle Paul writes, 
“Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). If you brought your tithe or offering with you today, you may 
place them in the box marked “I Bring An Offering To The Lord” sitting on the table next to the 
usher’s station at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
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