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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

AFTER PENTECOST
1 October 2023, 10:15 am

GOD MAY BE CALLING
YOU BUT PROBABLY NOT
ON YOUR CELL PHONE

PLEASE TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE

GOD MAY BE CALLING
YOU BUT PROBABLY NOT
ON YOUR CELL PHONE

PLEASE TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC and CANDLE LIGHTING
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

HYMN OF INVOCATION
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

1

Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in

Shall find a Father's welcome
And pardon for their sin.

The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv'n,

A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav'n.

Please stand as you are able.

()

us.

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;

His blessed angels gather
Around the heav'nly gates.

No question will be asked us
How often we have come;

Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father's home.

O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,
What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open,
One ear will hear our prayer.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 147:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 147:6
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Let your steadfast love | comfort me*
according to your promise to your | servant.

Your hands have made and | fashioned me;*
give me understanding that I may learn your com- | mandments.

Those who fear you shall see me | and rejoice,*
because I have hoped | in your word.

I know, O LORD, that your just decrees are | righteous,*
and that in faithfulness you have af- | flicted me.

Let your mercy come to me, that | I may live;*
for your law is | my delight.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Let your steadfast love | comfort me*
according to your promise to your | servant.
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KYRIE ELEISON ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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@ Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
f) i A i I
oy o= Fa—
!) \\h——/
A - men.

HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo -ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb___ who was slain has be -
f) ¥ y | | ‘
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b et
blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY
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@ The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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And al - so with you.

P Let us pray:

O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without
Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace
that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Please be seated.

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

Please refer to the back of your service folder or to the screens overhead.

OLD TESTAMENT: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 “The Soul Who Sins Shall Die”

EPISTLE READING: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18  “Christ's Example of Humility”

Please stand.



ALLELUIA
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-27 “The Authority of Jesus Challenged”
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
| ! | |
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.

After the reading:
(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

I
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Praise to You, O Christ.

WHAT WE BELIEVE ~ Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom wiill
have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 'I- of the

world to come. Amen.

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the
whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
(Kindergarten — 6th grade students are excused to attend CHILDREN’S CHURCH in the ANNEX)

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

SERMON “Hold Fast to Christ” Pastor Marty Tyler
Philippians 2:14-16



Sermon Notes

Main Theme:
Focus Scripture

God'’s Perspective

Our Perspective

How do the two perspectives help us share God’s Good News?

Application:
What Does This Mean for Me?



Please stand.

THANKFUL GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support of Grace Ministries.

Our ability to continue to serve you, the church, and our community is greatly dependent upon
our members’ willingness to give of their time, talents and treasures. Please remember to support
the LORD’S church by regularly sending in your tithes and offerings. As the Apostle Paul writes,
“Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). If you brought your tithe or offering with you today, you
may place them in the special grey box sitting on the table next to the usher’s station at the
entrance to the sanctuary.

OFFERTORY
Love in Christ Is Strong and Living LSB 706
Oa \ . .
i— — . ——— e ——
:%‘-—!H—'—Hﬂ'—ﬂ—c ! o o o —
Py) < I Y ™ ‘
1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev -er, Faint - ing not when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.
mil - 1 -ty Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for - giv-ing and  for - giv - en,
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May His  will in us be done.
Reach - ing out in char - i - ty.
Shall en - dure un - il life’s end.

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000335

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace, then return to their seats. (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3)
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith whereby we profess at this altar that our Lord
Jesus Christ gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to
eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Therefore, any who are not yet instructed, or who are in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod, are respectfully asked to refrain from partaking in the meal and instead may come to
the altar and receive a blessing, or remain in your pew during distribution, and afterwards
speak with the pastor.

PREFACE
4
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P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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And al - so with you.
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(P} Lift up your hearts, [Colossians 3:1]
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 1:36}
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant,
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from
the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI -~ Peace of the Lord John 20:19
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[P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men
AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
A — | | — |
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.

My Confessional Prayer
| REJOICE in Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior.
| REPENT of all my sins in thought, word, and deed.
| RECEIVE Christ's real body and blood, as well as the bread and wine in this Sacrament.
| RELY on our Savior's promise of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation given to me

through this Holy Supper.

| REAFFIRM my oneness with fellow communicants in accepting all of Christ's teaching.
| RESOLVE to live a sanctified life by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior

1 Thy body, giv'n for me, O Savior,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed.

Refrain
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely
With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

4 Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

1 Jesus comes today with healing,
Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.
He Himself makes preparation,
And I hear His invitation:
“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

14
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2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding,
Yet in bread and wine abiding
In this holy sacrament,
Gives the bread of life, once broken,
And the cup, the precious token
Of His sacred covenant.

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly,
I receive the Savior holy,
Blood and body, giv'n for me,
Very Lamb of God from heaven,
Who to bitter death was given,
Hung upon the curséd tree.

4 God descends with heav’'nly power,
Gives Himself to me this hour
In this ordinary sign.
On my tongue His pledge receiving,
I accept His grace, believing
That I taste His love divine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,

With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev'ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000335

Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623

1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.
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2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day

When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Please stand.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Thank the Lord
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(P

Let us pray. . .

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have again welcomed us at Your
Table and have given us a foretaste that prepares us for the feast to
come in Your kingdom, which by faith awaits us. Strengthen us all
through this blessed meal that we live with assurance and confidence,
ready for God’s harvest day. Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us
with His gifts that we be people who rejoice in Your promises and live
to Your glory here on earth. Guide us through this earthly life until we
come at last to the joyous company of saints and angels in light
eternal. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior.

Amen.

Please be seated.

DISCPLESHIP CHALLENGE

SERVICE, HUMILITY, OBEDIENCE AND SACRIFICE

HOW WILL YOU EXPRESS THE “MIND OF CHRIST"” THIS WEEK?

CLOSING SENTENCES

P In You, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in
Your righteousness deliver me!

For You are my rock and my fortress; and for Your name’s sake
You lead me and guide me;

(P} ButI trustin You, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in
Your hand.

Love the Lord, all you His saints! The Lord preserves the
faithful.

(P} Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the
Lord!

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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HYMN TO DEPART
Crown Him with Many Crowns

1 Crown Him with many crowns,

The Lamb upon His throne;

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.

2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son,

The God incarnate born,

Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic rose,
Yet of that rose the stem,

The root whence mercy ever flows,
The babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown Him the Lord of love.

Behold His hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.

No angels in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes
At mysteries so bright.

4  Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
18
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His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav'n,

Enthroned in worlds above,

Crown Him the king to whom is giv'n
The wondrous name of Love.

Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

Thank you for worshiping with us today.

Please join us for refreshments and conversation in the Grace Fellowship Hall.
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