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day 27
The Kingdom Is Available

Congratulations! You made it to restoration week!
This is the week we are going to start to see how all of the pieces fit back together.
That is ultimately what restoration is about. It’s about bringing something back to
its original state. However, because God is a master restorer, He doesn’t just put
things back to their original condition. He brings them back to something even
more beautiful, effective, and glorious.
Before we jump back into the powerful story of Jesus forgiving Peter, I want to take
a broader look at God’s ultimate desire for full restoration.
Many people have a false assumption that the ultimate goal of Christianity is to
come to a relationship with Jesus Christ so that when you die you can go to heaven.
If that were the end goal, then you could stop at Day 26 in Forgiving Challenge.
Make no mistake about it: It will be a glorious day, moment, and eternity when we
finally see Jesus in heaven! I love the promise of Romans 8:18: “I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed
in us.” Far more often, however, Jesus focuses not on escaping this world so one
day we go up in the clouds to heaven, but on bringing heaven down to earth.
In Red Letter Challenge, I encouraged people to read and do the words of Jesus
(the red letters). After reading through all of the commands that Jesus gave to
His disciples, I located five targets to become a great follower of Jesus: Being,
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Forgiving, Serving, Giving, and Going. While my previous book was primarily
focused on looking at the commands of Jesus, if you were to look at the entirety
of all that Jesus said, all of His red letters, He spoke far more on the subject of the
Kingdom of God than anything else. The very first documented words of His public
ministry are found in Matthew 4:17b (ESV): “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.” The Greek word eggiken usually is translated as “at hand” or “has
come near.” It is a verb form indicating a past and completed action.
Dallas Willard says in The Divine Conspiracy, “This kingdom is not something
to be ‘accepted’ now and enjoyed later, but something to be entered now. It is
something that already has flesh-and-blood citizens who have been transformed
into it and are fellow workers in it.”54
The central message that Jesus came to announce was that the Kingdom of
Heaven is available to all—now. It had always been available prior to Jesus, but
His arrival, coming down from heaven to earth, brought new accessibility. The light
coming into the darkness brought this reality to life like never before seen.
While God’s kingdom is at hand now, there are other kingdoms at work now as
well. This is ultimately why we are still struggling to be free. There is still a spiritual
battle raging as we speak. Just as there is a “now” aspect to God’s kingdom, there
is also a “not yet” aspect to fully seeing God’s restored kingdom. Ultimately, that is
why Jesus urges us to pray these words in the Lord’s Prayer, found in Matthew 6:10
(NASB): “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
N.T. Wright said in his groundbreaking book, Surprised by Hope, “Jesus’s
resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to snatch people away from
earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what
the Lord’s Prayer is all about.”55
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Jesus came to announce His kingdom, to reveal what His kingdom looks like, and
through His resurrection to show us that His kingdom will be victorious.
He was far more interested in renewing, recreating, and restoring this world, not
in blowing it up and destroying it. We see this in the overall scope of what Jesus
said, His words in the Lord’s Prayer, and also in the revelation of John in the final
two chapters of our Bible. From beginning to end, the Bible is about God’s full
restoration of the world, of which humanity is an integral piece of the entire puzzle.
When you think about God restoring the entire world, it gives you an entirely
different perspective and approach to life today. It means that we can not only
enter into that kingdom through the blood of Jesus, but now we can participate in
it as well. What we do in this world does in fact matter. Someone once asked the
great reformer, Martin Luther, what he would do if he knew that Jesus was coming
back today. Luther responded that he would plant a tree. Why? Because if God is
about full restoration, then the little things we do in this world matter. His belief is
that somehow in the new, fully restored kingdom of God, the tree that he planted
would be utilized, loved, and give even more glory to God.
Until Christ returns again, we would do well to play our part in His total restoration
of the whole world. Again, we return to words from N.T. Wright:
“The point of the resurrection…is that the present bodily life is not valueless
just because it will die…What you do in the present—by painting, preaching,
singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building hospitals, digging wells,
campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your
neighbor as yourself—will last into God's future. These activities are not simply
ways of making the present life a little less beastly, a little more bearable, until
the day when we leave it behind altogether...They are part of what we may call
building for God's kingdom.”56
#forgivingchallenge

Heaven to Earth
God’s ultimate desire is the full restoration of this world. Amazingly, God has
created us in His image. And if He is the Master restorer, we are His mini-restorers
in this world. Because we are made in God’s image, when Jesus prays, “Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” we get to be a
part of bringing heaven to earth today in some way.
As you look at your life—the people, circumstances, and community in which you
live—list five areas, things, or people that you believe need God’s restoration.
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4
5
How can you bring heaven to earth in the above areas?
Your challenge today is to restore or start restoring one of the five areas
mentioned above.
What did you do? Share on social media using #ForgivingChallenge.
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