














"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6

It's for our own good that God tells us what is right and wrong. His rules make us
feel safe and loved, and they open us up to being even more creative. God's rules
are not complicated. He tells us in the Bible how we should live through the Ten

Commandments. (You can read about those in Exodus 20:1-17.)

But God didn't stop there. His plan wasn’t to just give us rules to follow perfectly,
because we can't. No one, except Jesus, is perfect. He offered Himself up as a

sacrifice for us so that we are forgiven even when we don’t get the rules right.

At the same time, Jesus's forgiveness doesn’t mean we can throw out the rules.
If we say, “I'm going to sin because I'm going to be forgiven anyway,” then are
we truly following Jesus? We must still try our best to follow God, knowing we
are forgiven when we mess up. It's not up to us to decide who's right or who's
wrong. God has done that for us. He announced to the world that we are His

good children.

So let’s go back to Emmett's question: Who says what's bad and what's good?
God does!

Emmett ran past the hot tub and did a cannonball into the pool. Charlie was right
behind him, matching splash for splash. A hot soak would have felt good, but it's

hard to beat the feel of a perfect cannonball!

While it's not always easy to follow the rules, we can be thankful that God puts

those laws into place for our good. It's the best way to make a splash in this world.
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