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ABSOLU T I ON

day 3
What does it truly mean to be forgiven?

There are two common definitions of the word forgive: 

To cancel a debt

To stop feeling angry or resentful toward someone 
for an offense, flaw, or mistake

When we receive the total forgiveness of God, our debt is canceled and the Lord’s 

righteous anger is gone. God’s forgiveness is not either/or. It is both/and. 

 

Today, let’s look at the first definition—canceling a debt. 

 

Human beings love justice and law stories. Just look at how many CSI, NCIS, and 

Law and Order shows there have been. It doesn’t take too much creativity to add 

one of these shows to network television. Slap a new city on it (LA, New Orleans, 

Miami), and you’ve got viewers ready to eat popcorn and binge. If Netflix is your 

jam, look at the “Top 10 Trending,” and you’re likely to find at least a couple of trial 

or crime documentaries. Why? Because we are ruled by law and justice in this world. 

 

In God’s economy, we have already admitted that we are sinful; therefore, we are 

all guilty. Every one of us. And yet, directly after the verse I shared with you on Day 

1, which declares our guilt (Romans 3:23), we read this passage:
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“…and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:24 

Justification is to be made right before God. If sin separates us from being in a 

right relationship with God, His justification, offered to us in a gift of grace, brings 

us back into right relationship with Him.

 

But how is this possible? Because, again, we’re not righteous. If God is truly all-

knowing (omniscient), and He is everywhere at once (omnipresent), then how can 

we be righteous? Did we somehow get into His blind spot? Is God so busy with 

other stuff going on in the world that as long as He sees us in church every now and 

then, we’re okay? No, it’s bigger than this.

 

To explain, let me share a metaphor that I heard in one of Pastor Matt Chandler’s 

sermons.10 He tells us to picture a courtroom, where you and I are the defendants. 

We know that we are, in fact, guilty. When it is our time to speak, we even stand up 

and declare our guilt. And yet somehow, when it’s decision time, the judge bangs 

the gavel down and declares us innocent. All charges dropped. 

 

Absolution is the declaration that you have been forgiven. You have been formally 

released from any guilt, obligation, or punishment. It is the announcement that your 

sins have been paid for. The debt has been canceled.

 

In this world, we face a choice. We can receive that declaration of innocence or 

reject it and receive punishment for our sins. Even worse, we can reject the offer of 

forgiveness and then try to work our way out of the punishment. 

 

The apostle Paul warns us against this foolishness in Galatians 2:16a: "We know that 

a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ."
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We are not justified by works of the law, which means at our best we're still 

lawbreakers. We will not be made right, we will not be declared innocent, simply 

by behaving in a way that's acceptable before God. The good news is that the 

banging of the gavel and the declaration of our innocence and forgiveness is  

not based on whether or not we have been obedient to the law, but by faith in 

Jesus Christ.

 

You will not be able to save yourself. You will not be good enough. You will never 

perfectly fulfill the requirements of the Law. You can’t be perfect. 

 

But there is a person who lived a perfect life. He lived a life full of good works and 

full adherence to the Law. His name is Jesus. Because Jesus was perfect, He was 

the only one capable of bringing forgiveness of sins to all people. Jesus came into 

this world on a mission to save sinners by bringing forgiveness to all of those who 

call on His name.

 

Without God’s forgiveness in our lives, we would never experience freedom in this 

world. It’s impossible. Some people may behave like they are free and look like 

they are free, but it’s a lie. You cannot be free without God declaring you innocent. 

Jesus came to set all of the oppressed free. He, and He alone, had this special call 

on His life. And He knew it.  

 

The apostle Paul tells us this so clearly: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving 

of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  

1 Timothy 1:15a (ESV)

 

Sin is costly. There are consequences to our bad actions, thoughts, and deeds. And 

God is not going to let sin go unpunished. 
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In the Bible, God the Father is often referred to as a judge. We also encounter 

“judges” all the time in the form of friends, coworkers, and acquaintances who 

evaluate our actions. But the only judge who matters knows everything about your 

story. To solve the “sin problem,” His answer was to send His Son Jesus into the 

world on a rescue mission. Amazingly, Jesus took all of the consequences of our sin 

upon Himself. A sinless man carried the weight of all of your sin, all of my sin, all of 

humanity’s sin—past, present, and future—with Him when He willingly, sacrificially, 

gave His entire life for us on the cross. 

 

Jesus suffered a brutal death for you. In fact, at the time they didn’t have a word 

to describe the horror and brutality of those who were tortured on a cross, so 

they came up with a new word: “excruciating.” In Latin, this means “out of the 

cross.” Jesus was whipped, beaten, and suffered greatly. Not only this, but He 

was betrayed by His closest friends. As He was hanging on the cross, struggling 

to breathe, nearing the end, the Gospel of John says the very last phrase Jesus 

uttered was one Greek word—tetelestai. In English, it is translated: “It is finished.”  

After this, Jesus bowed His head and gave up His Spirit. Interestingly, the word 

tetelestai was also written on business documents or receipts in New Testament 

times to indicate that a bill had been paid in full.11

 

Tetelestai = Paid in Full

The devil thought that Jesus was finished. But the only thing that was finished was 

the payment for our sins. 

We owed a debt we could never pay. Jesus paid a debt He did not owe! 
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The same Spirit that Jesus gave up on Friday would bring resurrection power on 

Sunday. The resurrection is the objective evidence that the bill has been paid in full.

It has been well said that Christ’s resurrection is the Father’s “Amen” to His Son's 

declaration, “It is finished.” His empty tomb and His resurrection are indisputable 

testimony that the Father accepted His Son’s payment for sin on our behalf.

 

When Greek readers saw the word tetelestai, they would know that what Christ 

accomplished at the cross was the full payment of all of mankind’s sins. 

 

Including yours.

 

Your sins are no more special than mine. Your sins are not in a different category 

than mine. Your sins are no greater than mine. And like mine, your sins have been 

paid in full by the blood of Jesus.

 

Will you reject this or will you receive this?

 

Let these words sink in. In fact, go ahead and write your name in the blank below.

 

, you are forgiven in the 
name of the Father, by the blood of Jesus Christ, and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. You are forgiven.
 

On Days 20 to 26, you will discover how the sacrifice of Jesus paid in full the 

consequence of not only Peter’s sin, but your sins as well.
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