
Grace Lutheran Church

November Letter.

We have transitioned into the fall season, the leaves are turning and the temperatures are getting cooler. I am
writing this letter as I gaze out my window in the Church office; Wayne is out there on the lawnmower cutting
the grass. I wonder how many more times that will have to be mowed? This reminds me of all the faithful
members we have at Grace to donate of their time to make sure God’s house is an example to the community
of how great He is.

The word “Gratitude” comes to mind. I read an article in my newsletter site I receive every month, “Gratitude
unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into acceptance,
chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a
friend. Gratitude makes sense of the past, brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.” (Thanks
to Melody Beattie for those words).

This is truly a month to be thankful; we have All Saints Sunday in the 1st, Veterans Day on the 11th, Christ the
King Sunday the 22nd, Thanksgivings day on the 26th, and the first Sunday of Advent on the 29th. Don’t forget
that Day Light Savings ends on Nov. 1st. truly a month to be thankful.

Thanksgiving Beatitudes

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there be to look forward
to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference. But above all be
thankful we have the freedom to worship our Triune God in peace without being afraid of persecution.

My prayer for the time God gives me to be with all of you. Father, I face another day in which I will be called
upon to use my words wisely and well. May they encourage those who listen. May they speak truth but also
be said in love. May I pause before I pounce. May I be bold enough to speak when I would rather run away.
Lord, I give my mouth to you today. May what comes forth be sweet and not bitter. May the journey each
word takes from my mind to my heart to my lips be guided by your hand. May what comes out be life-giving
rather than causing death. May my words make you proud and bring you glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Yours in Christ

Pastor Ken


