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We have celebrated Ash Wednesday with Holy Communion, the imposition of ashes. We have received the
free gift of forgiveness through His true body and Blood. We have heard the words; remember you are dust,
and to dust you shall return. All true reminders human and imperfect we are, and in the need of our Heavenly
Fathers help through His Son’s sacrifice for our immortality.
Indulge for Lent?
Rather than sacrificing something for Lent — especially something easy and spiritually insignificant, such as
chocolate — Patty Kirk, in Guideposts magazine, suggests finding new ways to indulge in God’s presence.
Surely one can do this by having extra devotions or attending Lenten worship services. But Kirk offers these
ideas:
Spend time outdoors, sensing God’s magnificence.

• Spend time with others, extending generosity and compassion. Remember Jesus’ promise that when you
care for others, you care for him (Matthew 25:31-46).
• Pray for the “little things,” coming before God in childlike trust and feeling peace.
• Watch attentively for God’s answers to prayer, and receive them as reminders of his presence.
• Turn anxiety into prayer. As you frame concerns as prayers and entrust them to God, you “sacrifice” the
tendency to wallow in worry.

A churchless Christian
In response to the question “Can I be a Christian without joining the church?” someone once said it’s as
possible as being:
A student who will not go to school. A soldier who will not join an army.
A citizen who does not pay taxes or vote. A salesman with no customers.
An explorer with no base camp. A seaman on a ship without a crew.
A businessman on a deserted island. An author without readers. A tuba player without an orchestra.
A parent without a family. A football player without a team. A politician who is a hermit.
A scientist who does not share his findings. A bee without a hive.
So you can see that without the family of God and God, you have no purpose and no future. But with Gods
family to encourage, strengthen, pray with and for us we have God’s  Son’s promise “And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” When we worship and pray together we are giving God the glory for the
Salvation earned for us through His Son Jesus Christ.
Rooster
The rooster is reminiscent of Peter's threefold denial of Jesus on the night of Jesus' trial (Matthew 26:34, NIV);
thus; it may represent faithlessness in general, especially in the face of danger. Because of the rooster's early-
morning call, it's also symbolic of watchfulness: "Therefore keep watch," said Jesus, illustrating the return of
the Son of Man, "because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back — whether in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn" (Mark 13:35, NIV).
The waiting game
Life involves lots of waiting. We wait in groups, in lines, in cars. We wait for packages, for the bus, for the sun
to rise. We wait in doctors’ offices, at the post office, at the DMV. Waiting implies we’re at someone else’s
mercy, but it’s also usually linked to hope. Perhaps that’s why Paul Tillich called waiting a metaphor for faith.
Why would one wait if there weren’t the firm belief that the object of one’s wait will eventually materialize?
Waiting can be debilitating, which is why Isaiah 40:31 is so promising: “They who wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength.” Yet waiting is tough if you have nothing to do while waiting. That’s why Jesus, when
talking about waiting, also talked about working — work for the night is coming. Sometimes it’s less tiring to
work than it is to wait.
There’s a lot of waiting during Lent. You’re waiting for a payoff. You’re waiting for the Resurrection. You’re
waiting for spiritual growth. And then you realize this isn’t waiting at all. It’s life. It’s joy. It’s opportunity. It’s
blessing.
I pray that your strength will be renewed as the Lenten season awaits Easter.
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