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We are about to embark on 2015. Have you made your resolutions?  We must develop and maintain
the capacity to forgive. He, who is devoid of the power to forgive, is devoid of the power to Love.
There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us. When we discover this, we are
less prone to hate our enemies.

So of all the resolutions, I pray you put His love first in your heart and so make it your goal to always
love those who He loved first, and has put in your life.

A well-balanced church
The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The
trouble was that the itchy spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still walking, the pup tried
to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a couple of times before coming to rest.

In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes about the church as the body of Christ,
and of the importance of each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced while
walking, so the church needs all the different God-given gifts of its members: preachers and teachers,
friendly visitors, generous givers, musicians and singers, wise parents and imaginative children,
people to produce and distribute meals, newsletters, lesson materials, and on and on. When we start
thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble!

Not forgotten
My wife, Lesa, and I attended a pastor-appreciation event put on by a radio station. When the
worship leader asked attendees to turn to one another and share prayer needs, my wife met a pastor
who described his church plant, which wasn’t growing. He was discouraged and unsure what the
future held.

When Lesa asked the name of the church, she smiled and asked if it was near a campground. The
pastor said yes. Lesa responded, “Just a few weeks ago, we were camping nearby. A friend and I
walked right past your church, and God led me to be praying for it!” In a room of more than 300
people, God put Lesa next to this discouraged pastor so he could know that God hadn’t forgotten him.

God is working behind the scenes in ways we may never see. Despite life’s challenges, God is for us
and not against us. We aren’t walking this journey alone. —Rev. Mike Paulison

I pray 2015 be the year you commit to bring just one new member to Grace. With the message last
week we are told of Mary’s faith in the message given to her from the angel Gabriel. May your faith in
God who promises nothing is impossible with Him.

In His service.
Pastor Ken


