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We celebrate the Birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

What greater proof could God have given of his mercy than by taking upon himself that which needed mercy?
Where is there such fullness of loving-kindness as in the fact that the Word of God became perishable like the
grass for our sakes?

Let man understand from [Christmas] how much God cares for him. The humanity of God shows the greatness
of his kindness.

Just the beginning
As John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, he baptized people and urged them to turn their lives around
and live for God. As powerful as this ritual was, John was clear that Jesus’ baptism would be more so: “I
baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8, NIV).

The story is told of a gruff old man who’d resisted baptism all his life. Finally, he told his pastor he was ready to
be baptized, according to the church’s custom, that Christmas. After breaking the ice off the surface of the local
pond, the minister plunged the man, face first, into the frigid water three times “in the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit.” As the man emerged the third time, he exclaimed, “Thank God that’s over!”
“Oh, no,” replied the pastor. “Baptism is just the beginning.” Let us always remember that He adopted and
forgive our sins in our former life, a life of original sin before we were baptized.

A Special Baby
Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song “Mary, Did You Know?” says he’s always been
amazed by Mary’s silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified. Maybe she was remembering back to
that first Christmas, he wonders, when she counted Jesus’ fingers and toes.

“I wonder if she realized then that those were the same fingers that had scooped out the oceans and formed
the seas. I wonder if she realized those were the same feet that had walked on streets of gold and been
worshiped by angels. Those little lips were the same lips that had spoken the world into existence. When Mary
kissed her little baby, she wasn’t just kissing another baby; she was kissing the face of God.
”
Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes — not just for the world but also for his own
mother. “The baby boy she had delivered on that first Christmas was now on a cross delivering her.”

Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity, which marks the likely spot of Jesus’ birth, has a four-foot-high entrance.
Throughout the centuries, the height of the entrance has been lowered twice: once to prevent looting and once
to keep out camel- and horse-riders. Because visitors must bow as they enter, this has become known as the
Door of Humility. It’s a reminder of the reverent, submissive posture our hearts should take as we approach our
newborn Lord and Savior. It’s also a reminder that Jesus is the narrow door (Luke 13:24) — the only path to
eternal life.

As you worship this Christmas season, whether or not you’re physically able to kneel, enter Jesus’ presence
with a humble and thankful heart. He alone deserves our reverence because he alone is able to save.

The Lord Bless our Christmas Celebration

Pastor Kenneth Serr


