
Order of Worship – Divine Service 4 

March 23-24, 2024  The Sunday of the Passion 
Today is the beginning of Holy Week, when we remember what happened from the day 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, to His trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. Today 

is Palm Sunday, also known as “the Sunday of the passion.” It is a hopeful day because 

we sing “Hosanna” and see Jesus as our Lord, yet the day is tinged with sadness because 

we know what suffering lies just ahead. He meets His suffering willingly, for our sake, 

 to atone for the sins we are guilty of. 

 

Opening Hymn – “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                                                    LSB 442 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Responsive Psalm                                                                                           Psalm 118:19–29 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

 that I may enter through them 

 and give thanks to the LORD. 

This is the gate of the LORD;  

 the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me 

 and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone. 

This is the LORD’s doing; 

 it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, 

 and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

 you are my God; I will extol you. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

 for his steadfast love endures forever! 

Kyrie  

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross. Grant 

that we may follow the example of His humility and patience, and be made 

partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 



Children’s Choir – “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                                         

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                 Zechariah 9:9–12 

    Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

    I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

    As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 

prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 

hope;  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                                                                                            Philippians 2:5–11 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross.  

    Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                    Mark 15:1–47 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and 

delivered him over to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

And he answered him, “You have said so.” And the chief priests accused him of many 

things. And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many 

charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was 

amazed. 

 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 

And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there 

was a man called Barabbas. And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as 

he usually did for them. And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 

for you the King of the Jews?” For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief 

priests had delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 

release for them Barabbas instead. And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I 

do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify 

him.” And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them 

Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in 

a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they 

began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a 

reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. And when they had 

mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 

And they led him out to crucify him. 

 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they brought him 

to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). And they offered him 

wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him and divided his 

garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. And it 

was the third hour when they crucified him. And the inscription of the charge against 

him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 

right and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 

and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 

yourself, and come down from the cross!” So also the chief priests with the scribes 

mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the 

Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And 

some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone ran 

and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” And Jesus 



uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 

this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 

When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also 

many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 

before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Council, who 

was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate 

and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have 

already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already 

dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the 

corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped 

him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And 

he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the 

mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Sermon Hymn – “In Silent Pain the Eternal Son”                                                  LSB 432 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 

death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

  

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 

mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks 

that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 

ransom for many. 

  

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to 

trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution 

 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 

them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death 

for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 



Distribution Hymn – “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                                           LSB 699 

 

Distribution Hymn – “O Lord, We Praise Thee”                                                       LSB 617 

 

Distribution Hymn – “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”                  LSB 439 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn – “Praise Be to Christ                                                                       LSB 538 

   


