
22.3% 
 

 

 22.3%.  That’s not a lot, is it?  That number is the percentage of God’s Word we read in worship over the span 

of the entire three-year lectionary calendar and rotation.  Yet that doesn’t even represent a fourth of God’s Word! 

 We never read from Judges, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Esther, Song of Solomon, Obadiah, Nahum, Haggai,        

2 or 3 John.  Only once in three years do we read at all from Joshua, Ruth, 1 Samuel, Nehemiah, Lamentations, Joel, 

Jonah, Habakkuk, Philemon, or Jude.  That’s roughly 1/3 of the books of the Bible! 

 This is not an attack on the lectionary.  There’s not much more we can ask of it, unless we’re willing to lengthen 

the church service by adding more time in reading Scripture together.  Rather, the point is, if you’re relying on what you 

hear in worship to sufficiently feed you the fullness of God’s Word, it isn’t happening.  You’re getting 22.3%, and 

that’s if you never miss a Sunday, and if you attend all the special services like Holy Week and Ascension. 

 The 21 books listed above are God’s Word.  Each is a valuable part of the life and history of the Church, God’s 

revelation of Himself to His Bride.  As your pastor, I seek to share God’s Word with you as much as possible.  You pay 

me to do that, and it’s a blessing to have the opportunity (thanks!).  Pastor Otto and I both enjoy preaching and teaching 

and we strive to include the full counsel of God’s Word, even if the entire Bible isn’t covered in the lectionary. 

 As we march through the Lenten season, consider this an encouragement to sacrifice something of interest—or 

something that a busy schedule suggests can’t be skipped—to instead spend more time in God’s Word.   Cover to cover, 

God’s Word points you to Christ our Savior! 

 As we refine the “Faith Milestone” classes we share with our families, I’ve been considering making Colossians 

3:16 the central verse of it all: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  As you reflect on that 

passage, it’s actually a tremendous outline for a devotion, whether you are single or married, a widow(er), an empty 

nester, or with kids in the home.   

 Read God’s Word.  Let the Word of Jesus fill you up!  Imagine a clear vase filled to the brim with water.  If 

you add anything more to it, like flowers, something must come out.  It won’t be the flowers you’re adding, but some of 

the water that once filled the vase.  Paul says “we have this treasure in jars of clay,” (2 Corinthians 4:7), that would be, 

we have Christ dwelling in these bodies that He gave us.  If you are filled with His Word, whenever you or anyone else 

seeks to add something more, God’s Word will be what comes out!  Whether it’s a time of praise and thanks for a good 

moment, whether it’s a time of suffering or tragedy, or even just a mundane moment during the week.  You will be fully 

equipped with the Word of God, encouraged yourself, and able to encourage others. 

 Sing hymns.  The Bible often invites, or even commands, that we sing to the Lord.  Our hymns are a gift (as are 

the Psalms!), as they can be used to praise God in good times and bad, to encourage one another, and even to help us 

memorize Scripture (as music does that very well). 

            (Continued on next page) 
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 Pray.  Paul tells us that we are to “pray without ceasing.”  Consider this like an open phone line, where you can 

talk to the Lord at any moment of any day.  You and your family can go to Him in times of sorrow and times of joy, in 

times of need and in times of plenty.  We can truly thank God in all circumstances. 

 That passage is also both law and gospel.  It is law in the sense that God is instructing us on what to do and how 

to live.  But it is also gospel, for what else will you find in God’s Word than Jesus Christ, the Son of God, your Savior?  

And what else do we give thanks for at all times than God’s loving care for us, as He provides for us our daily bread, 

protects us from the devil’s attacks, and delivers us from death?  Thanks be to God!  

“His delight is in the instruction of Yahweh, and on His instruction he meditates day and night.” – Psalm 1:2. 

 

God’s blessings, 

Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 

 

 Notes from Deaconess                                    Sarah Longmire, Director of Family Life 
  

 Boring. Traditional. Old Fashioned. Vintage. Old School.  

 These words are often used to describe items (or people) who aren’t quite ‘cool’ anymore. Perhaps parents hear 

these words from their children. Perhaps teachers hear these words from their students. However, when it comes to 

church, I think these are some of the best words to describe a congregation and its Sunday morning routine.  

 Chasing after the ‘cool / in / attractive’ thing of today is rather exhausting, and usually unsuccessful. In fact, the 

author of Ecclesiastes, Solomon, wrote:  

 

 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me.    

 And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found 

 pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. Then I considered all that my hands had done and 

 the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to 

 be gained under the sun. (2:9-11) 

  

 When churches attempt to be relevant or reflective of the current culture around them, they are forgetting two 

crucial facts: 1) the church is not called to look like or emulate the world, and  2) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). In contrast, when Sunday mornings are predictable, expected, and routine, there is 

great comfort and peace.  

 The content of a church service is very important: worship is where we receive the gifts of God. We receive the 

forgiveness of sins, the assurance of hope in God’s promises, and Jesus’ Body and Blood.  

 The style in which the gifts are delivered is also important. The historical liturgy gives us a regular pattern of 

hearing God’s Word and giving us words to confess. The use of the lectionary allows us to read and be in God’s Word 

throughout the week as we prepare for every Sunday.  

 The use of ancient hymns connects our words, songs, and confession to Christians around the world, both in     

the past and now. Pastors who dress like the altar (as they too are tools to distribute God’s gifts) are meant to minimize 

themselves and point us to Jesus.  

 Regular, boring church is an amazing gift. There is no worry or anxiety about ‘what might happen this week.’ 

Instead, there is certainty that God’s Word and Sacraments will be spoken and upheld. Sins will be forgiven. Jesus’ Body 

and Blood will be consumed. The pastors will speak about God’s plan for salvation and Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 

for me. Thanks be to God.  

 

` 



The Gospel of John – Different from Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

I’ve found when I ask the question, “Do you read your Bible?” I either get the ready “Yes, all the time”  

or I hear a person try to explain why it’s hard.  For both kinds of people, may I suggest a way forward to help you 

read the Gospel of John this month? 

Your responses will likely already fall into the category of, “But I’m already set in the things I read for   

my devotions, and I don’t know when I can also read John.”  Or, another might say, “Yes, that’s a good idea but I 

just can’t see it happening.  I don’t know when I might read it, but if I’m honest I have to say I just don’t read    

the Bible.” 

You’re a Christian and reading the Bible is something you need to do.  A Christian, by definition, is a 

“learner” (the word “disciple” means… learner).  Just as you need food and sleep and to pay your bills, you need 

to actively place yourself where you are hearing God’s Word. 

When you read the Gospel of John, you discover the original twelve disciples also had trouble getting  up 

to speed.  You hear them saying to each other, “What did he mean by that?” and then Jesus responds by saying, 

“You are asking, ‘What did he mean by that?’ and so I will tell you.”   

It’s kind of heartening to know that the disciples whom Jesus chose are so normal, so down-to-earth, 

and that Jesus doesn’t cast them away but gently teaches them day by day.  That’s my hope for you, too, that you 

hear us teach on a regular basis, and that you assume you’re going to be in church and Bible class for years to 

come... your whole life long. 

Did you know… that the first four books of the New Testament are called “Gospels” which means “Good 

News.”  Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called “synoptic Gospels.”  Syn means same and optic means seeing, so 

these three evangelists are “same-seeing” as they tell about Jesus’ teachings and miracles in a similar way.  

John’s Gospel covers other territory.  We hear much more of Jesus’ private teachings the disciples heard in per-

son.  Hear how one author describes it: 

John explains things differently than the other evangelists.  They graphically and concretely describe one event 

after another.  When they record Jesus’ words, they make it short and concise.  These words were memorized by 

the disciples.  Jesus taught using the same method as other Jewish rabbis and teachers.  The disciples drummed 

their Master’s words into their memories. 

John explains things differently.  He was particularly close to his Teacher and understood His deepest ideas and 

thoughts.  Later, John led the congregation in Ephesus until a very old age.  He taught there and had his own 

apostles.  We hear an echo of these teachings in his Gospel.   

John mentions things Jesus told the circle of His twelve disciples and things he heard in conversations with His 

opponents.  This casts a different light on the works of Jesus.  As a rule, John left out things the other evangelists 

recorded in their Gospels… and he wrote about a few other occurrences.  He focused especially on these by      

emphasizing what Jesus said.  This gives us insight into the thoughts of Jesus, His relationship to the Father, and 

profound ideas in His words and deeds that we don’t get from the other Gospels. 

 Would you consider reading your own Bible?  Just open and begin with John, chapter 1. 

 Yours in Christ, Pastor Otto 



Weekend services and hymns during March 
 

Regular Divine Services with Holy Communion are held Saturdays at 5:00 and Sundays at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.  
 
The weekend of March 2/3 Divine Service 1 
 Hymns:   581 “These Are the Holy Ten Commands” 
    579 “The Law of God Is Good and Wise” 
    850 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
 Distribution Hymns: 561 “The Tree of Life” 
    427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
    547 “The Lamb” 
    728 “How Firm a Foundation” 
    Choir: “God Is Light” – K. Lee Scott; Choir also assists with opening hymn 
 
The weekend of March 9/10 p. 260 – Service of Prayer and Preaching  
 Hymns:   573 “Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee” 
    571 “God Loved the World So that He Gave” 
    543 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 Distribution Hymns: 744 “Amazing Grace” 
    566 “By Grace I’m Saved” 
    542 “When I Behold Jesus Christ” 
    580 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace” 
 
The weekend of March 16/17 Divine Service 3 
 Hymns:   430 “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
    564 “Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand” 
    685 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
 Distribution Hymns: 392 “God Loves Me Dearly” 
    440 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
    616 “Baptismal Waters Cover Me” 
    740 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 
    Choir: Introit – Psalm 119 – Amanda Husberg  
    Bell Choir: “Meditations on the Cross” 
 
The weekend of March 23/24  Palm Sunday — Divine Service 4 
 Hymns:   442 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
    432 “In Silent Pain the Eternal Son” 
    538 “Praise Be to Christ” 
 Distribution Hymns: 699 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
    617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 
    439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 
    Children sing “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” before Gospel at 10:45 
 
Sunday, March 31   Easter Sunday — Divine Service 1 “This Is the Feast” and “New Testament Canticle” 
 Hymns:   474 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” 
    461 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 
    477 “Alleluia, Alleluia!  Hearts to Heaven” (Ode to Joy) 
 Distribution Hymns: 457 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
    763 “When Peace Like a River” 
    629 “What Is This Bread” 
    550 “Lamb of God” 
    588 “Jesus Loves Me” 
    482 “This Joyful Eastertide” 

   Choir:  “Hallelujah Chorus” – G. F. Handel (closing at 8 a.m., opening at 10:45 a.m.) 
   “I Am Content” – John Behnke (before readings) 
Notes for Easter:  There is no Saturday service the night before Easter. 
   We serve Easter breakfast on Sunday morning between the two services 
   Easter worship times are 7:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  (First service is 30 minutes earlier!) 



Wednesday services and hymns during Lent 
 

Theme: “The Suffering Savior” 
 

We hold additional services during the season of Lent on Wednesdays at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. 
 
Wed, Mar. 6 Lent 3   A Savior Who Bore Our Sins 
     Otto  Isaiah 53:5-6  Sermon text: Matthew 27:11-26  (Pilate delivers Jesus to death 
     Vespers Hymns:   436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
     444 “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet” 
     437 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 

   Bell choir: “Abide with Me” (6:00 p.m. only) 

 
Wed, Mar. 13 Lent 4   A Savior Who Doesn’t Retaliate 
     Andrews Isaiah 53:7  Sermon text: Matthew 26:47-56  (Jesus rebukes Peter for sword) 
     Vespers Hymns:   433 “Glory Be to Jesus” 
     438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 
     531 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 

 
Wed, Mar. 20 Lent 5   A Savior Who Is Sinless 
     Andrews Isaiah 53:9  Sermon text:  Luke 23:39-49  (Criminal and centurion see no sin) 
     Vespers Hymns:   441 “Ride One, Ride On in Majesty” 
     453 “Upon the Cross Extended” 
     425 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
Thurs, Mar. 28 Maundy Thursday A Savior Who Redeems Us from the Law  
     Otto  Isaiah 53:11  Sermon text: Mark 14:12-26  (Jesus cuts a new covenant) 
     Compline Hymns:   445 “When You Woke that Thursday Morning” 
     7:00 p.m. only    530 “No Temple Now, No Gift of Price” 
     434 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 
  Distribution Hymns: 542 “When I Behold Jesus Christ” 
     547 “The Lamb” 
     543 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

   Choir: “Take and Eat” – Michael Shaw  

 
Fri, Mar. 29 Good Friday  A Savior Who Triumphs Over Sin, Death, and the Devil  
     Andrews Isaiah 53:12  Sermon text: John 19:17-30  (All is accomplished in Christ) 
     p. 260  Hymns:   454 “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle” 
     12:00 noon    450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
     and 7:00 p.m.    452 “O Perfect Life of Love” 
     432 “In Silent Pain the Eternal Son” 



Altar Guild — How to donate flowers for the altar                                                                                                      
 The 2024 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  You may write your name in to sponsor flowers 

to be placed on the altar for particular weekends.  After the service, you may take your flowers home.  We can have up  

to three (3) arrangements signed up for on any given Sunday.  The cost is $25.00 per arrangement.  Please place your 

payment in the little box below the chart. Thank you!   

Classics — Thursday, March 7                                                                                       
 At our February gathering, Keith Wagner did a great job conveying the mission activity he and his group have 

taken on—a wonderful tie-in with veterinary medicine.  Our thanks to Keith, and thanks to all who brought the delicious 

soups, chili, side dishes and desserts.   

 For our Classics gathering in March, Dale Kobel will give a presentation about Dolls.  Several of our folks have 

knowledge about dolls, and Dale will have some great ones to show.  For lunch, please bring either a main course, side 

dish, salad or dessert.  We’re meeting Thursday, March 7 at 11:30 in the Family Life Center.  Please come early to help 

get things set up.  We don’t have Lead Hosts for March, so we need everyone’s help. 

 LWML Mites Mission Grant… for the month of March                                                                                            
 For the month of March, the goal of LWML societies together is to collect $100,000 for Concordia Seminary in 

their work of “Expanding Gospel Proclamation Worldwide.”  Concordia Seminary is committed to addressing concerns 

of educating international students who are unable to handle the significant financial obligation.  Theological education 

will help these students return to their home nations to preach, teach and serve, so that the Gospel message of salvation 

through Jesus Christ is heard throughout the world.  This Mission Grant will provide scholarship aid for these students. 

The collection box will be in the narthex on Easter Sunday, March 31. Psalm 96 says, “Sing to the Lord, bless His name; 

tell of His salvation from day to day.  Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all peoples!” 

  St. Matthew Preschool News  

 Thank you to all who have chosen a prayer partner / pen pal. The children are enjoying their letters and writing 

letters back. They will write once a month and leave it in your church mailbox. Please remember to turn in your $20 for 

the Bible you agreed to buy for graduating students. 

  We are looking for volunteers to help teachers with basic cleaning, organizing, and errands. This may consist of 

pulling supplies and putting them up, laundry, dishes, bathroom breaks, etc.  We need someone on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday between 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Volunteers need to complete the Family Care Safety Registry, https://

healthapps.dhss.mo.gov/BSEES/Main.aspx?sk=SK449958769. 

  For those who would like to support our preschool by donating items, our school, and each teacher have Amazon 

wish lists: 

·         All-School - https://a.co/08xWbcN 

·         Children's Room - https://a.co/0EYtGT6 

·         Stable Room - https://a.co/7opzzWA 

·         Noah Room - https://a.co/6zw0kWL 

·         Ocean Room - https://a.co/9WGFEyn 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                                            
 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of  prayers of the 

congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.   

 Sewing Group                                                                                                                                                                            

 The sewing group will meet in the library area at church on the first and third Mondays of each month. We’re 

always looking for more volunteers! Contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 or Marilyn Heineman at 816-729-7260 for 

more information. 

https://healthapps.dhss.mo.gov/BSEES/Main.aspx?sk=SK449958769
https://healthapps.dhss.mo.gov/BSEES/Main.aspx?sk=SK449958769
https://a.co/08xWbcN
https://a.co/0EYtGT6
https://a.co/7opzzWA
https://a.co/6zw0kWL
https://a.co/9WGFEyn
mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535


Lutheran Women in Mission — March 2024  

THANK YOU TO OUR GUEST SPEAKERS, Jason and Emily Stuhrenberg, for sharing their missionary experience 

in the Ukraine with us at our February Society meeting. They were serving with The Navigators ministry, sharing Christ 

with the many Ukrainians who do not know Jesus. Their family of five was safely evacuated out of Ukraine just a few 

weeks before the Russian invasion.  Leaving most of their belongings behind, they were given refuge in another country. 

Later, they relocated here in Kansas City area near Emily’s family (Steve and Karen Homan).  Jason and Emily still 

work for Navigators Ministries at local colleges in the Kansas City area. We are grateful to the Lord for their safe return. 

We were happy to see many from the congregation also attending the program.  

LOOKING FOR WAYS TO SERVE THE LORD?  Currently there are positions open for Society President, Society 

Treasurer, and many regular LWML committees need help.  If you are interested, please contact Darlene Coverdell. 

LENTEN MEAL ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20.  the Our LWML groups are providing the congregational meal n 

March 20 that will be held between the 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Midweek Lenten services.  We are preparing Sloppy Joes. 

We need volunteers for set up, serving, clean up or to bring a dessert. If you can help, please contact Leah McKeage.  

TRASH BAG SALE.  Our LWML is sponsoring an ongoing fundraiser for Beautiful Savior Home Auxiliary by selling 

three sizes of trash bags. White for small trash cans, yellow for 13-gallon kitchen trash cans; and blue for large trash 

cans. They are $12.00 a roll. The trash bags are located in the kitchenette to the left of the mail boxes. If you have any 

questions, please contact Patty Bechel at 816-405-2842.  

OUR CIRCLES MEET MONTHLY:  Lydia Circle on the second Thursday afternoon at 12:30 p.m., or Mary-Martha 

Circle on the last Tuesday evening of the month at 7:00 p.m. Circles meet in the Family Life Center meeting room. You 

do not have to belong to a Circle or the Society to attend the LWML Society meeting. 

MISSOURI DISTRICT CONVENTION IS COMING TO INDEPENDENCE.  The LWML Missouri District     

convention will be June 7-9, 2024, at the Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center in Independence, near Bass Pro and 

Hobby Lobby at the intersection of I-70 and Hwy. 291.  The convention theme is “He will make your paths straight,” 

Proverbs 3:5-6.    Convention registration should be up and running on March 1, 2024. All registration will be done 

online. Early registration is $190 which includes a box lunch and plate dinner on Saturday.  The regular registration is 

$200. Hotel rate per night for any number of people sharing a room is $149.61. LWML24 is the code to use for Stoney 

Creek hotel registration. Their phone number is 816-908-9600 

INGATHERING FOR LUMAA – The next LUMAA meeting will be at Peace Lutheran Church, KC on Wednesday, 

March 20 at 9:30 a.m. If you plan to attend, please contact Joyce Martin. 
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Wednesdays during Lent — Worship and Meals 

 Lenten midweek services are Wednesdays at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. with dinner starting at 4:45.  Our themes are:  

3/6 - “A Savior who Bore Our Sins;”  3/13 - “A Savior who Doesn’t Retaliate;” 3/20 - “A Savior who is Sinless.”       

The menus are sub sandwiches on the 6th,, baked potato bar on the 13th, and sloppy joes on the 20th.  

Guest Presenter during Bible Class Time — March 24 

 We will have a regional volunteer coordinator give a presentation on the Lutheran churches and ministries in    

the Dominican Republic. Erin McKenzie helps members of congregations make mission trips to various places in Latin 

America, and we have supported her role for the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in the past.  She will tell us about 

the LCMS seminary in the DR, the churches the people, and the evangelistic work being done there.  She will speak   

during the regular Bible class time on Sunday, March 24 (Palm Sunday). 

Three Articles Inside… for those who are and those who aren’t reading their Bibles 

 Each of our staff has contributed thoughts on reading God’s Word.  Pastor Andrews examines what 

we hear over the course of three years when we attend worship… Deaconess Sarah talks about the blessing 

of knowing what you’re getting when you come to church or Bible class (consistent liturgy, hymns, Bible 

readings, doctrine)… and I encourage you to read the Gospel of John, which may lead you to say, “I think I 

need to read my Bible more, and to take ownership of nurturing my faith in Christ.” 

 Peace in Christ,  Pastor Otto 

See inside for… 

All the hymns for        
Lent & Easter  


