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The Divine Call 

 Our brothers and sisters in Christ at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Johnson City, TN, met together in their   

Voters’ Assembly on Sunday morning, January 8th, where they voted to extend a divine call to me to serve as their next 

sole pastor.  What this means for my family, and my larger family here at St. Matthew, is that I now have two divine 

calls to serve the Lord in His Church: here in Lee’s Summit, and also there in Tennessee.  By the middle of February,     

I will need to make a decision as to where I intend to continue serving the Lord.  For some of you, the call process of our 

LCMS churches may be a brand new idea.  For others, this may just be a refresher.  I hope you find this article helpful. 

 When a congregation is vacant, that is, without a pastor, they form a call committee, a group of members who 

volunteer to work towards finding a new pastor.  The call committee then will reach out to their Circuit Visitor and their 

District President.  The LCMS is divided for purposes of organization into 35 districts (ours is the Missouri District) 

which provides oversight, counsel, resources, etc.  Each district is then subdivided into circuits, groups of seven or more 

congregations that are local to one another and can thus encourage and support one another in local ministry (ours is the 

Kansas City South Circuit), with the Circuit Visitor being a pastor from one of those churches to help provide support 

and counsel for the various churches in that circuit (a role currently served by me).  The District President provides the 

congregation with the names and information on roughly twenty pastors for their consideration that he believes may be a 

good fit for their congregation, while the Circuit Visitor will come alongside the call committee and help walk them 

through the process, often attending their meetings.  Members of the congregation are also encouraged to include the 

names of pastors they know of that they think might be good candidates for the call at this point in the process. 

 The next step is for the call committee to narrow down that list of twenty or more pastors to just a few, and for 

the Voters’ Assembly of the congregation to then officially vote to call one of those pastors.  How the call committee 

does this varies throughout our Synod.  Perhaps the older and more traditional way sought to entrust the work entirely to 

the Holy Spirit (for it is a “Divine” call) and simply bring the names before the voters with no attempts made to reach 

out to the pastors themselves.  Most committees will take the step of “inquiring” of the pastors on their list, that is simply 

making a phone call and asking each pastor if they would even be open to considering a divine call at this time.  On the 

other end, some congregations will first inquire, then interview and host on-site visits.  There is no Scriptural command 

on how this process proceeds; the goal is to trust the Lord to guide and provide for His Church. 

 Once the Voters’ Assembly issues a Divine Call, the call committee mails their potential new pastor a series of 

documents that provide important information about the congregation, the expectations, the compensation, etc.   Upon 

receipt of the papers, and not before, the pastor then announces the call to his present congregation.  And that begins the 

clock on deliberating the call, for the pastor to choose between two divine calls he now has: one to serve in his present 

congregation, one to serve the calling congregation.  This process typically lasts two to four weeks.  It can be insulting to 

one or both congregations if the pastor makes the decision too quickly, and unnecessarily burdensome for all if he draws 

out the process too long. 

 Pastors spend that time in prayer, seeking guidance from the Lord and His Word, as well as from those closest   

to them, their family and members of their congregation.  Both churches are God’s people.  The pastor can serve in    

either place.  So he thinks through questions like: would it be helpful to my congregation if I stay?  Would it be helpful 

to my congregation if I leave?  What skills has God given me and where can I best use them?  How well am I equipped 

to handle the challenges facing both congregations?  

                             Continued >> 



 From the pastor’s perspective, the divine call actually provides him a choice.  Pastors are servants of the Word, 

called to be living sacrifices, slaves of Christ, stewards of the mysteries.  Life, work, and ministry is about serving God 

and His people.  But, in this moment of receiving a call, God grants the pastor a little freedom to choose where he would 

like to serve, raise his family, etc.  Both calls are from God, both are God-pleasing.  In this way, there isn’t a wrong    

decision that the pastor can make in choosing between them. 

 If the pastor chooses to “return” the call (decline it) he remains serving where he is.  The calling congregation 

can then extend another call from names they already were working with, or to begin the process again.  If he chooses to 

accept the new call, the pastor begins the process of moving to the new church, typically four to six weeks later. 

  In the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, we view the Divine Call as coming from God Himself.  We believe 

that there is one office that God institutes in His Church, the Office of Holy Ministry, for which He continues to provide 

faithful workers, who lead by serving the children of God by faithfully preaching His Word and rightly administering 

His Sacraments.   

 As such, this isn’t a job like most other jobs.  Pastors are not hired, nor are they fired.  The pastor is divinely 

given this position to care for God’s people.  Should problems arise with the pastor and congregation, the Circuit Visitor 

and District President often are sought out for counsel, in hopes of reconciliation.  Pastors are called to a church with the 

intention of serving there “open-endedly” for years to come. 

 A pastor can leave a congregation in a few ways: accepting a new call, retirement, death, resignation, or removal 

from the office.  There are three grounds accepted among Lutherans for the removal of a pastor from office: persistent 

teaching of false doctrine, leading a scandalous and offensive life, and the inability or refusal to perform the duties of the 

office.  The process of removing a pastor is often long and painful for all, and may leave the pastor permanently unable 

to serve in the office ever again. 

 In recent history, the LCMS has sought to aid pastors in caring for congregations, and created other auxiliary 

offices that serve to assist the pastor in his duties.  Many of these are likely familiar to you: Deaconess, Director of 

Christian Education (DCE), parish nurse, Director of Christian Outreach (DCO), Director of Family Life (DFL), and 

Director of Church Ministries (DCM). 

 The call processes for these positions are similar: call committees are formed, the Voters’ Assembly extends the 

call, the candidate deliberates the call over a span of a few weeks and then responds.  These calls are also intended for 

the worker to remain where they are for years to come, and would have the same list of possible ways to end. 

 Hopefully this provides you with a little insight into your church home here at St. Matthew, as well as the larger 

Church.  In just the last six years, we have seen two pastors accept calls to leave, one pastor accept a call to come, one 

pastor decline a call to leave, one DFL decline a call to come, and one deaconess accept a call to come.  The call process 

is sometimes quick, and other times it can draw out over the span of several years.  In any and all situations, we pray for 

the Lord to continue to care for His Church and that He would raise up faithful workers for His harvest. 

         God’s blessings,                                                                                   

         Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 

Preschool News                                                                                                                                                                                   

 Thank you for the outpouring of love and support from the preschool and congregation. My family really appre-

ciated it very much. I have been cleared to come back to work with some limitations.                                                                 

         Traci Waugh-Rinehart, Preschool Director 

           Please pull a Pre-K child's name from the Christmas Tree in the Narthex to pray over and send encouraging 

notes to. These Pre-K kids graduate from preschool in May. Sign up to provide a Bible for the child you are praying for 

(we purchase them) and plan to write to them once a month so they can write a letter back.  Thank you!                                                                                                                                       

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                                             

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of  prayers of the 

congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.                                                                                                                                                                              

mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535


Altar Guild                                                                                                            
 The 2023 Flower Chart is now up in the narthex ready to receive your requests to sponsor flowers to be 

placed on the altar.  We can have up to three (3) arrangements signed up for on any given Sunday.  The cost has 

risen this year to $25.00 per arrangement.  Please place your payment in the little box below the chart. Thank you!   

Classics                                                                                           

 After our January pause, Classics will gather again February 2.  Thanks to Ken & Betty Greinke and   

Linda Barta for lead hosting us that day. Our featured menu item will be Soup & Chili.  Several folks volunteered 

to bring their favorite soup or chili.  As you are able, please bring a favorite side dish, salad, dessert, soup or chili.  

That's Thursday, February 2 at 11:30 in the Family Life Center.  We look forward to seeing you then!  

Lydia Society                                                                                                                
 Lydia Society met 1-12-23 with 16 members who braved the cold, blustery day.  Marie Thompson gave 

the devotion and Elaine Beaman gave us a bit of her history. 

 Plans were made for our annual Valentine’s Luncheon.  We will meet at 12:00 p.m. on February 9 for a 

salad lunch and reveal secret prayer pals.  We also discussed the upcoming LWML Society meeting on Sunday, 

February 19 at 2:00 P.M. with guest speaker Steve Andrews (Pastor Andrews’ father) from Lutherans for Life.  A 

signup sheet was passed around for volunteers to make soup and work the Soup-to-Go fundraiser on the weekend 

of February 25-26.  This fundraiser will benefit Mother’s Refuge.  We voted to make a $100.00 donation in 

March to aid their VBS and youth activities.  We also donated $25.00 to mites in memory of Mary Jane Rohner. 

 Lydia meets the second Thursday of the month at 12:30.  We invite ladies of the congregation to join us.  

LWML — Lutheran Women in Mission   

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION - FEBRUARY 2023 

WHAT’S YOUR 80?                                                                                                                                                   

The year 2022 marks the 80th anniversary of LWML. In thanksgiving for reaching this milestone, St. Matthew 
LWML is sponsoring a fundraiser for Concordia Seminary Food Bank. Members of the congregation are asked 
to consider 80 pennies ($.80), 80 dimes ($8.00), 80 quarters ($20.00), 80 dollars ($80.00) in support of our semi-
narians. Envelopes for donations will be provided in the narthex February 4-5 and February 11-12. Checks can 
be made payable to St. Matthew LWML. Look for the display in the narthex! 

LWML Society Meeting, February 19th at 2 PM will be held in the Family Life Center. LWML Society busi-
ness meeting will follow the program.  

Our program is open to – ALL MEMBERS OF ST. MATTHEW 
please join us to hear our guest speaker, Steve Andrews from Lutherans for Life 
(Our own Pastor Andrew’s father) 
 
The mission of Lutherans for Life of Missouri is to spread this message through education on abortion, euthana-

sia, chastity, cloning, and stem cell research, and to assist local congregations and schools in integrating life issues 
into their worship and education. 

 
A monetary donation basket will be available for Lutherans for Life 
 

Our Circle’s meet monthly…Lydia Circle on the second Thursday afternoon at 12:30 PM or Mary-Martha Cir-
cle on the last Tuesday evening of the month at 7 PM. The Circles meet in the Family Life Center (FLC) meeting 
room.  

HOMEMADE SOUP TO GO, MICROWAVE BOWL COZY AND POTATO BAG will be on sale the 
weekend of Feb. 25-26. Proceeds will go to Mother’s Refuge of Jackson Co/Mite Mission Grant Projects. Soups, 
Bowl Cozy or Potato Bags will be on sale for $10.00 each. Items can be purchased after each Service in the nar-
thex, as supplies last. Soup options: Lasagna Soup, Chicken Tortilla Soup, and Creamy Ham and Potato Soup.  

NATIONAL CONVENTION IS COMING! JUNE 22-25 in Milwaukee WI - Complete convention information 
and registration is available only online: www.lwml.org/2023-convention. 

LUMAA (Lutheran Urban Mission Agency Auxiliary) Ingathering for March 15 is a monetary gift for VBS 
and Youth Activities. If you would like to donate, please see Joyce Martin.  

http://www.lwml.org/2023-convention


February Mission Minute 

 “Thoughts about family, forgiveness, and strength”         Annie Femrite, missions board member 

 In this new year, this new chapter, I want to take an opportunity to encourage parents and our Church family as 

we continue in our collective call to train up our children in the ways of the Lord.  Wherever we are parents or caregiv-

ers, we all need to know that we’re in this together!   

 First, there are no such things as “perfect parents.”   None of us are perfect, so don’t beat yourself up about the 

times you feel like you messed up, made the wrong choice, or yelled a bit too loudly.   

 Our most important focus as parents and our Church family is to raise our children to know and love Jesus as 

their Savior.  In our efforts to fulfill this responsibility, we need to pray to God and seek guidance in His Word.   

 We are blessed to have a perfect Father in Heaven who is ready to hear us pray and offer us pardon. Especially 

when our families are messy, we are given the great gift of forgiveness… both from parent to child, and from child to 

parent... no matter the age or the struggle, there is love and forgiveness when Christ is present.  

 We cannot perfectly love others, but we ARE perfectly loved by God even when we feel inadequate in our abili-

ties, our decisions, or when we compare our family to others who seemingly have “perfect” relationships with their 

kids.  Every family struggles with something.  

 In Christ, we are also perfectly forgiven which allows us to forgive each other.  God has given us our fami-

lies.  He has given us His Grace.  We can and should receive that Grace for ourselves and give it to each other.   

 He gives us rest when we are weary of the struggles with a strong-willed child, beaten by self-doubt in our deci-

sions, and fearful of the future for our children.   

 Our children are a gift from God. He is their ultimate Protector, Guide and perfect loving Father.  We trust in the 

knowledge that He can work all things for their good, according to His purpose, regardless of the circumstances or our 

parenting!   

 He holds us as parents in his care, equipping us with strength for each day, granting us perseverance in every 

trial, twist, and turn we encounter, and offering the comfort of His promise to never leave or forsake us.  

 Pray for peace for fellow parents.  Pray for them to be encouraged knowing they are not alone.  We walk togeth-

er and we go with God.  Take advantage of every opportunity to encourage and build each other up as we all navigate 

the challenges of training up our youth.   

February Mission Notes                                                                                                                                         
 Our congregation sponsors four girls in Kenya at a Project 24 school through Christ's Care for Children.  At our 

February St. Matthew Board of Directors meeting, we approved continuing sponsorship through the girls’ graduation.  

 I received correspondence from Nathan & Heather Pittman, saying that they will not be continuing their mission 

work in Nigeria following the birth of their baby, but are still looking for a overseas mission call.  I would appreciate 

feedback on whether or not to continue financial support through their call process to be used once they are deployed. 

 Deaconess Sarah and I are attending a FORO (forum) in the Dominican Republic from March 3-5, where we 

will meet LCMS area missionaries, church leaders and church workers to see firsthand some of the work being done 

there. We will also meet and hear from missionaries serving in other parts of Latin America and the Caribbean about 

current projects and future mission goals. This trip is an effort to begin establishing relationships within that area and to 

determine effective capacities in which St Matthew can become involved. Our hope is that we will be able to do some 

service trips in the future as we partner with the ministry and work there.  

 We also received an invitation for one person to attend an academic competition at Project 24 in Kenya this 

April, but due to the Dominican Republic trip, the board decided not to apply. If we are selected again in the future, a 

representative from St Matthew could possibly attend. They invite 25 people a year to participate.   

 As always, the red and yellow binders (under the church mailboxes) are updated with current newsletters for 

ARM (African Radio Ministry) and Project 24. Thank-you cards and notes received are also displayed there. 

                                                Annie Femrite, Missions Board Member 



 Sewing Group                                                                                                                                                                            

 The sewing group meets the first and third Mondays of the month at 12:30 p.m.  Anyone interested in sewing 

projects is welcome to join our group.  Sewing skills are not required.  We have lots of projects for everyone.  Please 

contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 or Marilyn Heineman at 816-729-7260 if you have any questions.   

Coat Drive for the Congolese Families at Messiah Lutheran Church                                  

 Thanks to St. Matthew for supporting the coat, hat and glove collection for the Congolese families who attend 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Independence. They were anticipating a large number of Congolese families and friends 

from around the area to gather this past weekend to celebrate Christmas, and winter gear was very much needed. We 

are blessed to have had such a wonderful response to this urgent request.   

 Here is what we collected and delivered:   

 75 pair gloves, 67 scarves, 90 hats, 38 pair socks, 5 pair snow pants, 6 pair boots, 47 sweaters/heavy shirts,    

 91 coats, 4 pair shoes, 16 pair winter slacks/pants, 13 long sleeve shirts, 1 set children's thermal underwear 
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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER - 2023 

 New Bible Class – Begins Sunday, Feb. 12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 I continue teaching the large Sunday Bible class in the Family Life Center each week at 9:30, and my new class 

topic is called “The Christian Faith.”  This class is a great entry-point if you haven’t been attending Sunday Adult Bible 

class.  It’s also designed to provide good theological and historical content to those who regularly come.  For 12-16 

weeks I’ll teach about church history, doctrine, and the practices that define us.  You’ll learn about rulers, persecution, 

false teachers, decline and renewal, worship practices, and historical theology (the return to essential teachings of Jesus 

Christ).  You may want to consider inviting someone too, since this is a good big picture look at what it means to be a 

Christian today.  Come join me for reading the Bible and learning.  — Pastor Otto 

 Annual Chili & Soup Cook-Off                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Join us for our annual Chili and Soup Cook-Off on Sunday, February 5 following 10:45 service! Everyone gets 

to vote for their favorites. Prizes are given for tastiest chili and soup, or for the best name.  A free-will offering will be 

collected for the Senior Youth who are attending the Higher Things Conference.   To sign up your soup or chili, add your 

name to the form in the narthex or contact Heidi Tanner at hitanr@gmail.com or 816-377-0544. 

 Ladies Bunco Get-Together                                                                                          

 All ladies of the congregation are invited to the Ladies Bunco get-together on Sunday, March 19 at 2:00 p.m. in 

the Family Life Center.  Mark your calendars for this afternoon of fun and fellowship!  Make some new friends while 

enjoying the game and refreshments.   If you know in advance that you plan to attend, please RSVP to Eunice at             

816-213-0002 or place your RSVP in the box on the visitors counter as you enter church.  

 

 

 

 

We Love because He first Loved us 
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