
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of January 1st, 2023 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

Giving an offering: Like it was for the Old Testament people of Israel, giving an offering is part of 
worship.  Let your child see you put your offering in the plate. Children can also give an offering. It 
means more to your child if they are giving part of the money that they earn at home, rather than you 
just giving them money to put into the plate.  This is one of the ways God works to care for your 
community. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Highlight One Person: Pick one person in your life that you have a consistent and meaningful 
connection to who needs to know the Lord or know Him more.  When you think of that person or are 
with the person reflect on reasons why it is so important for you to speak up.  Reflect on the reasons 
why God has made you the right person to do so.  Reflect on the ways that you can easily bring up 
Christ in your relationship with that person.  Reflect, pray, and then speak!  Keep track of your 
conversations, thoughts, and their responses in a journal and keep praying!  
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Genesis 36-42!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions you have!  
To learn more about these chapters: https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr 

 

-Memory verse: Romans 6:11 – “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

 

-Hymn: To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord LSB 406/407, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 45 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Apostles’ Creed, First Article, on pg. 16. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Fifth Commandment and its meaning, pg. 85-92. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like!  

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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 God Time at Home  
Select questions and adapt for your family.  

 
 FOR STARTERS: Have each family member complete the following: “One thing I am looking forward to next year when 
I become a year older is…” “When I am ten years older, I am looking forward to…” Then say: “Our lives are always 
building into something new in the next year or years, but an important thing to remember as we build our lives is that we 
must do it with prayer. That’s what Nehemiah did as he rebuilt the city of Jerusalem.”  
 

READ THE BIBLE: Nehemiah 1-15 or read from a story Bible about Nehemiah rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem.  

 
KEY VERSE: Romans 12:12, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer..”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: What did Nehemiah do when he heard the bad news that the walls of Jerusalem had been broken 
down and the gates burned? (Nehemiah 1:3-11. He prayed.) How was Nehemiah’s prayer, that God would give him 
success in his work and mercy in the sight of the king, answered? (Nehemiah 2. The king saw that Nehemiah was sad 
and had compassion on him. He allowed Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall. He also wrote letters to 
governors asking for Nehemiah’s safe travel and to give him wood from the forest for rebuilding.) What obstacles did 
Nehemiah face in rebuilding the wall? (Nehemiah 2:19, 4:1-3. Sanballat and Tobiah ridiculed and tried to intimidate the 
builders. They made plans to attack and kill the builders.) What did Nehemiah do when he heard these things? (Nehemiah 
4:4, 9, 13-21. He prayed and encouraged the people to fight, if needed. He organized it so the people were always armed 
and ready to fight. Half of the people would be on guard while the other half continued to build the wall.) How long did it 
take to rebuild the wall? (Nehemiah 6:15. It took only 52 days.) Why do you think the wall was rebuilt so quickly? (God 
was on their side and granted success to their work, as an answer to Nehemiah’s prayers.  God also made Nehemiah a 
good leader. See Nehemiah 4:20.)  
How had God built Nehemiah’s character? How do you react when something happens, whether good or bad, to you? Do 
you ask for help or give thanks to God for helping you? Do you also pray for those around you?  
 
PRAYER: Pray that all would remember to be like Nehemiah and pray continually for all things. Thank God that we can 
build our lives on Jesus, our firm foundation. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 FAMILY TIME OPTIONS:  Pray about the future of each family member according to some of the things that they are 
looking forward to. Write these down and put them in an envelope to be a “time capsule” that can be opened a year later. 
Maybe you could hide it in the Christmas decoration boxes that will be retrieved the following year. 


