
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of December 18th, 2022 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

Dad's little notes: Just a simple handwritten note in the backpack of your child: "Hope you have a 
nice day at school.  See you when I get home.  Love, Dad."  It can make more of an impact than you can 
ever imagine. The time invested is probably thirty seconds, but the thoughtfulness cannot be 
measured.  Investments like these strengthen the family, which also strengthens us as we worship 
God together. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Caroling!  Gather a couple of friends or neighbors, or maybe even just your family, and go around 
your neighborhood or local nursing home singing Christmas hymns!  This is a great way to spread the 
joy and good news of our Savior’s birth! 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read a selection of Christmas texts: Genesis 3, Isaiah 7, Isaiah 9, Micah 5, 
Matthew 1, Luke 1-2!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions you have!  To learn more about these 
chapters: https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr 

 

-Memory verse: Hebrews 1:1-2 (Challenge!  Memorize as much as you can from this week’s readings, as 
Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-3, and John 1:1-5, 14 are all things I regularly find helpful when talking to 
others about faith in Christ) – “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the Heir 
of all things, through Whom also He created the world.” 

 

-Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 111 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the 9th and 10th Commandments, on pg. 15. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Third Commandment and its meaning, pg. 74-80. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like!  

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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 God Time at Home  
Select questions and adapt for your family.  

 
FOR STARTERS: Discuss similarities between parents and kids in the way they look and act, using your family 
as an example. (i.e. Jane tilts her head like Mom when she talks.) What similarities do you find between God 
the Father and His Son Jesus? (Both are God, both are worshiped, both are loving and all knowing.) 
Differences? (Jesus came in human form. He served the Father, dying on the cross and rising again from the 
dead.)  
 

READ THE BIBLE: John 1:29-51  

 
KEY VERSE: John 20:31, “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in His name..”  
 

TALK ABOUT IT: How did John the Baptizer come to know that Jesus was the Son of God? (God told John 
that when he saw the Holy Spirit come down and stay on someone that He would be the Son of God. John saw 
a dove descend on Jesus at His baptism.) What would this Lamb of God do? (John 1:29.Take away the sin of 
the world.) What four men came to see, and ended up following, this man named Jesus? (John 1:35-51. 
Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, and Nathanael.) How do you think Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, and Nathanael 
recognized Jesus as the Messiah, or the Son of God, “whom the prophets wrote about”? (John the Baptizer 
pointed Him out; they spent time with Him and learned from Him; Jesus saw Nathanael under a fig tree, 
knowing who he was and where he was, before Philip even called to him.) How do we come and see Jesus or 
follow Him? (I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 
Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith.) Jesus did many miracles to show He was the Son of God. What do you think was His greatest 
miracle and how does it affect you? (Jesus’ death and resurrection. By His death, all of our sins are forgiven, 
and by His resurrection, He has promised to also raise us from the dead, to live with Him forever!)  

 
PRAYER: Thank God for the miracle of Jesus’ birth. Thank God that He gives us the biggest and best gift 
possible, His Son. Pray to the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to further see the wonder of His marvelous works. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
FAMILY TIME OPTIONS: It’s the Sunday before Christmas, who do you know that may not be a believer and 
needs an invitation to Christmas services? Pray for that person now. Make special invitation cards or a phone 
call to invite them to the services. 


