
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of December 11th, 2022 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

Should I let my child have a cell phone in church?  The focus should be on worship.  Like adults, 
cell phones are distracting.  Focusing on worship and on God’s Word is tough to do while texting 
friends and playing games.  Even adults struggle with the distracting desire to clear their email or 
recent texts.   
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Go Tell It: This is a clever little phrase: “Go Tell it on the Mountain…your mountains are different but 
the message is the same!”  For just under 2000 years Christians have been going to spread the 
Christmas message.  You take part in this amazing history every time you join them and tell it! Who 
will you go tell it to?  Please, go tell it!  As Christians this is our job, we spread the story!  Sometimes 
the practical simple outreach example is simply – go tell it! Go tell it!  
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Genesis 22-28!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions you have!  
To learn more about these chapters: https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr 

 

-Memory verse: Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins.” 

 

-Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 24 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the 7th and 8th Commandments, on pg. 14. Digging 
Deeper with the Explanation – The Second Commandment and its meaning, pg. 67-73. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like!  

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://anchor.fm/rev-steve-andrews-jr
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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 God Time at Home  
Select questions and adapt for your family.  

 
 FOR STARTERS: Light an advent wreath. This week you would light the third of four candles. Turn off the 
lights and say: “Look at_____ (in the opposite direction of the light). How much detail can you see? Now look 
toward the candle. How much detail of the surroundings near the candle can you see?” (The closer to the light, 
the more clearly you can see. The same thing is true for drawing closer to Jesus, the light of the world.)  
 

READ THE BIBLE: John 1:1-9, 3:16-21  

 
KEY VERSE: John 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Kids may have underlined the word, “light” in their Bibles at John 1:4-9, 3:19-21, 8:12, 9:5, 
12:35-36,46. If not, they can do this now as you discuss the following questions while looking up these 
passages.  
Who is the real light that John 1:4-9 refers to? (Jesus.) So who or what is the “dark” in John 1:5? (Satan and/or 
evil.) Why do people live in the dark? (John 3:19-20. Some would rather continue to do evil. They don’t come 
to the light because they don’t want their actions to be exposed.) How can you receive a life filled with light? 
(John 8:12. Purely as a gift from Jesus, by His love, by His sacrifice, by His death.  And then He calls us to 
follow Him.) Why has the light come into the world? (John 12:46. So that everyone who believes in Jesus will 
not live in the dark.)  
What do you think the following means? “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.” (The enemy can never overpower God’s love and forgiveness.) How does someone who has a life filled 
with light and never lives in the darkness look to you? How do you think it looks for someone to live in the 
dark?  
 
PRAYER: Thank God for sending Jesus as a living light in this dark world. Pray for all to shine with Jesus’ light 
in the darkness. Pray for some specific ways family members might shine this Christmas season. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 FAMILY TIME OPTIONS: Make your own Christmas candles by melting crayons over taper candles. Use 
Christmas colors or colors that have special meaning to you. Burn these during family meals as a way to 
remind you that Jesus has come into this world to give light to your family. 


