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 What is there that we could immediately glean from such responses?  One of the two groups went straight for the most 

basic needs: food, shelter, and water.  Indeed, from a worldly perspective, if such things are squared away, you can pretty much 

achieve survival.  The other group had a worship service in which they thanked the Lord for sparing their family, and then they 

went and doubled down on food after that, with a garden also being simply for the care of creation, tending to the beauty of what 

God has made. 

 Here are their full lists after twenty days, in order of what they added daily (feel free to consider how your own list would 

compare!): 

 Group 1 – Service of thanksgiving, food, a garden, connecting with any other survivors, a diary to document the past,  

 shelter, a well or water source, animals to care for as well as for meat to eat, clothing, medicine, tools, books, musical 

 instruments, paper and writing utensils, hunting equipment, blacksmith, a diversified set of skills amongst the family, 

 beer, rest, and government. 

 Group 2 – Food, shelter, water, a community center, structured leadership and goals, clothing, plumbing, music, medicine, 

 rest, transportation, education and trades, electricity, competitive activities, (a no response day), Bible, weapons (safety 

 and hunting), police and judicial system, (a second no response day), and crowning Jeremy as their new king. 

 What are some takeaways from this experiment? 

 A Social Media Experiment 

 Back in the wintertime, I decided it might be interesting to run a little social media experiment on what we value and 

prioritize in life.  So, I went online to two distinct groups and asked them to participate.  One group was open to the public 

(although no one whom I don’t know ever participated); the other group was a private group consisting mostly only of Lutherans.  

Here’s the scenario I put before everyone to consider: 

Imagine that a disaster rattles the entire world, robbing everyone of everything.  All that's left is people living in a still 

inhabitable environment.  Your immediate family must start over, from scratch.  There's nothing on your calendar and 

you have nothing.  What would you add to your calendar today?  What might you do?  What might you build?  What 

thing from your life now might you want to add back in?  Etc.  Just one thing today.   

 Ponder that for a moment yourself.  What’s worth rebuilding?  What’s necessary and essential to life?  I brought this up 

in the sermon last weekend, also.  That how we respond to such questions can actually help us see the needs of our neighbor, 

and thus even how to prioritize our own skill building that we may be able to be of service to them in the days to come.  

 Some days were more responsive than others, but I could tell after a couple of weeks that participation was slowing 

down, so I ended it after twenty days.  Immediately coming off of tragedy, what was most important? 

  Group 1      Group 2 

  Day 1—Service of Thanksgiving    Day 1—Food 

  Day 2—Food      Day 2—Shelter 

  Day 3—Garden       Day 3—Water 



Faith is of an extremely low priority to us – I intentionally didn’t label which group was which.  After the initial top-3 lists, maybe 

you assumed Group 1 was the private, Christian group, since they started with worship.  But, nothing related to God or their faith 

ever came back in as they continued (perhaps they already thought they were worshiping daily).  And, while it was absent for a 

long time for Group 2, eventually day 16 was their faith day, with votes coming in for a church, pastor, Bibles (received the most 

votes), and Jesus.  But they didn’t come back the next day pushing to build on that, either.  Group 1 went without God’s Word.  

Group 2 without worship.  Both of them without prayer and the Lord’s Supper.  There was never a request made that God provide 

their daily bread.  The Gospel, the forgiveness of sins, and a life everlasting were out of sight, out of mind, by and large.  I do      

believe the experiment accurately provided a picture of our sinful nature and how we tend to live out our daily lives.  We do not 

often think of putting God first and foremost each and every day.  We do make other gods and idols of things in our lives, breaking 

the 1st Commandment.  We do often forget to keep the Sabbath Day as holy among us, neither receiving the benefit of physical 

rest God designed us for, nor the beauty of the spiritual rest which comes as Christ takes that burden and yoke of sin off of our 

shoulders and gives us renewed strength through His Word and Sacrament to continue the battle today and in the days to come.  

Read and ponder the words and warnings of Jesus in Luke 16:9-13, 17:22-33, and 21:34-36 against being fixated on only this life. 

The things that currently consume our day-to-day lives are largely missing – While I sort of anticipated the first takeaway, I must 

admit, I wasn’t expecting this one.  Recent stats show the average American spends over five hours on their smartphones each day, 

with the TV running in their home for another five hours daily.  But, phone, internet, TV, video games, news outlets, celebrities, 

movies, toys (children did not participate in the poll), all of these things that so dominate our life schedules were absent (sports  

fits this category as well, but Group 2 did opt to add in competitive activities.).  Essentially, because we have lived in such wealth 

for so long, we have been able to dedicate our lives to being entertained, our culture’s present idol and way of life.  As modern 

conveniences were invented and built, we filled the free time with more work and also pleasing the self.  But, if we lost everything, 

no one looked to put these things quickly back in.  Maybe if we cut the cord, we really will survive, and have time for better things.   

A lot of shared answers between the two lists – With each group reporting twenty answers, there were ten shared between the 

two groups.  Only food and seeking to establish a larger community were top-5 answers for both groups.  And really (with the   

tension of God’s warning about earthly governments in 1 Samuel 8 together with all governing authority coming from God in     

Romans 13), all the things on these lists are good things.  We are looking at gifts the Lord gives to provide for our bodies, for our 

daily needs.  And, also things that we can use to love and serve others, for God Himself works through us to help meet the needs  

of our neighbors. 

Other notes of interest – A few basics were still left out of both lists all the way through (anything to do with proper hygiene; a bed 

to sleep in; exercise, although the day’s labor of caring for the family likely would be laborious, rather than sedentary). / It may 

have been assumed, as I did say your family survived, but marriage, sex, having children, and parenting did not appear on either 

list. / Both groups added some kind of governing authority on the last day of the experiment, including recognition from Group 2 

that leadership and government are not really the same thing. / Group 1 probably wouldn’t have made it a whole week without 

water. / Group 1 narrowed in on various tools and skills that would allow for their family to continue building well into the future.  

Whereas, Group 2 aimed more for the finished products (plumbing, electricity, etc.) / Others receiving votes that didn’t win on a 

particular day included: a vineyard, scrounging, simple entertainment, healthcare, fire, art supplies, feminine supplies, crafting ma-

terials, a segway, the return of Jesus, memes, a calendar, catechesis, preaching, Blues hockey, roles, a daily meeting, insulin, bap-

tism, a preserved space for nature, coffee, a library, sports equipment, and soap. 

 This experiment is a reminder to me of my own sinful tendencies, and of how greatly important it is that I do not simply 

set my faith aside because life gets busy.  I’ve said it any number of times lately, but it holds true: what we fill ourselves with is 

what we then have to share with others.  May we be filled with Christ’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, forgiveness and life, as He 

rescues us from sin, death, and the devil.  May God give us the peace that is beyond understanding (Philippians 4:7), that we lean 

not on our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5), which leads us only to more destruction.  May the Holy Spirit guide us to pray      

continuously, trusting in Him above all things (1 Thessalonians 5:17), rather than stressing and worrying over our daily needs, for 

our Father in heaven knows what we need before we even ask (Matthew 6).  And may our gracious Lord help us to put away the 

idle distractions in our lives, that we may learn to see, and meet, the needs of our neighbor, as we love and serve one another for 

the glory of His kingdom.   



Altar Guild                                                                                                                                                                                       

 The Altar Guild members will meet on Saturday, October 8 at 10 a.m. in the Library. We will continue 

planning for Thanksgiving and Advent and finalize choices for our memorial purchases.  Please join us if you’re 

interested in serving on the Altar Guild.  Contact Deb Langsdale or Pastor Otto for more information!  

Classics Meal — We welcome you to join us!                                                                                    

 What a wonderful time we had at Classics in September!  Great food, excellent company and beautiful 

music by The Flashbacks made it a fine get together.  Special thanks to Jim Haney, Craig Elwell and Deb Anthus 

for joining us and bringing such special music.  And thanks to all who helped set up and clean up.  Great job! 

More great company and food coming at our next Classics on Thursday, October 6 at 11:30 in the Family Life 

Center.  Ginger & Robert Lyle and Carl & Marjorie Morse are leading the event.  As you are able, please bring a 

favorite dish, whether main dish, salad, side or dessert.  Whether from home or the store, either way is fine.   

LWML — Our history since the 1850’s…                                                                        
 LWML Weekend, October 1 and 2—We celebrate the women of the church and the goals of LWML. 

What is LWML? LWML stands for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  It is an organized auxiliary that   

continues the long history of women Serving the Lord with Gladness.  As early as the 1850s, the women of The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod were starting local groups to meet the needs of people. This included mending 

clothing for seminarians, raising funds to equip hospitals, assisting orphanages and residences for people with 

disabilities, helping indigents with food and shelter, and of course, funding mission work at home and abroad.    

At the 1938 LCMS convention a committee was established to consider forming a synod-wide organization for 

women. The committee’s 1941 report was favorable and the Synod appointed five pastors to arrange for meetings 

with interested districts. In July 1942 meetings were held and the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League was 

founded.  The year 2022 marks the 80th Anniversary of the LWML. Much has changed in our world and within 

the LWML in those 80 years, but the heart of LWML remains the same – To serve God by serving others! 

 LWML Weekend also kicks off our Mission Service Project: No Bake-Bake Sale fundraiser for the first 

three weekends in October. Consider how much money you might have spent to prepare baked goods and/or to 

buy items at a conventional bake sale. Then instead of baking or buying, make a donation in that amount. Look 

for our table display in the narthex and place your contribution in the “cake”. 10% of the proceeds will go to 

Mites to support LWML District and the remainder will go to Our Redeemer in Kansas City. 

 On Saturday, October 22, Peace Lutheran Church (8240 Blue Ridge Blvd) will host the Fall Zone Rally. 

The theme, “To Tell the Truth”, based on John 6:37b: “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 

comes to me I will never cast out”.  Registration at 9 AM. Cost is $5.00 (includes lunch). IF YOU PLAN TO   

ATTEND, PLEASE RSVP TO DARLENE COVERDELL (815/931-4844 OR dacoverdell@comcast.net) by     

Friday, October 7th.  Peace would like a number count for their food preparation. 

 LUMAA Ingathering for November is Winter Necessities: men, women and children’s socks, gloves, 

hats, scarves, new coats, long underwear for men/women and new blankets/quilts (full and queen size). Items may 

be placed in the laundry basket in the Mission Room marked LUMAA (First room on right as you enter FLC). 

LWML—Mission Grant                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 There are two featured beneficiaries this month.  The first is MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunities 

Short Term) a recognized service organization of the LCMS ($50,000).  Gifts to this group are funneled to various 

mission teams throughout the US and to 52 countries for the past 32 years to cover up to half of their expenses 

with the goal of impacting the world for Jesus Christ.  Teams along with national church leaders and missionaries 

have fit people with eyeglasses, built churches/schools, provided medical/dental education, or taught women  

marketable skills.  The second is Lutheran Braille Workers ($100,000) working in forty languages and 164 

countries. This grant will be used in India, which has the second largest population of blind and visually           

impaired.  It will help LBW purchase and set up a new production and distribution center for Braille and large-

print Bibles. The light of Christ can shine even though they live in physical darkness.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

      



Outdoor Learning Classroom / Prayer Garden                                                                                                

 You may have noticed some landscaping activities in the space north of the lobby outside of the Family 

Life Center.  After several years and several designs, we settled on something that our Preschool, Sunday School, 

Youth groups and other members could use as an outdoor learning classroom and prayer garden.  The funding for 

this garden has been from loving memorial donations from our members and families.  

 This garden features a “rock river.”  A wooden bridge will soon be constructed over it.  The classroom    

is in the northeast corner. There are walking paths through the mulched areas, outlined with Foerster Grass plants. 

Numerous native and butterfly-attracting bushes are planted with an irrigation system in place. A Brandywine 

Maple tree has also been included.  A prayer bench is situated between the two Rosybloom Crabapple trees, and 

we have plans to add another bench in the near future near the Japanese Lilac tree on the southeast corner.  We 

hope everyone can take time to enjoy the area.  

Mission Minute and Updates — From Ann Femrite, Missions Board member-at-large                                                                                                                                                                           

 As I write this, it is the first day of Autumn.  A season of change.  All around us we can see the trees pre-

paring for winter, their leaves transforming in brilliant explosions of scarlet, red, orange and yellow hues.  Signs 

that through change, something beautiful emerges. 

     We are all on different life journeys.  Some of our paths are very difficult and full of daily, if not hourly chal-

lenges.  This makes it hard to remember that in ALL things God is working for the good of those who love Him; 

especially through the muck and mire of our circumstances.  He is bringing about necessary change by teaching 

us to rely on Him and trust in His promise to never leave us or forsake us.  I personally need this reminder daily, 

as I meet the challenges of this place and time.  

     This month’s Mission encouragement is to commit to spending time in God’s word and in prayer for our con-

gregation family.  Pray that we would know His presence and see His hand in the midst of our struggles.  Pray 

that we can trust that the outcome of our present trials, testing and adversities will be for our good and for His 

glory. 

 Mission Updates:        

1.  Updated ARM and Project 24 newsletters are in the binders. 

2.  Heather and Nathan Pittman (missionaries we support in Nigeria) ask for prayers of healing and thanksgiving. 

Healing for Nathan as Doctors try to make a diagnosis.  Thanksgiving for the blessing of a child, as Heather is due 

this March.  They are on track to return to Nigeria as soon as Nathan gets the help he needs.  

3.  SAVE THE DATE—Rev. Harrison Goodman from Higher Things will come to St. Matthew the weekend of 

November 12 and 13.  He will be the guest preacher at all three services.  After 5:00 service he will give a 20-30 

minute presentation on Higher Things.  During Sunday Bible class he will also share the presentation on what 

Higher Things has done and is doing (including conferences and online). He will also share some Higher Things 

Bible study content.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend to learn more about Higher Things and how they are 

equipping the youth of our Church for the future.  

 Blessings, Annie Femrite/Member at Large, Missions/annfemrite@sbcglobal.net   

Preschool News                                                                                                                                       

 St Matthew Preschool is thankful for all who purchased mums to help support our scholarship program. 

We made a little over $2,000 profit for our scholarship program!!! Thank You!!! We are always accepting dona-

tions for scholarships. Tuition at St Matthew Preschool ranges from $1,800 to $4,770 a year depending on the 

times and days students attend.      

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                                     

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of  prayers of 

the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.    

 

mailto:annfemrite@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535


 Sewing Group                                                                                                                                                              

 The sewing group will be meeting on the first and third Mondays of the month at 12:30 p.m.  Sewing 

skills are not required to join us.  We have lots of projects for everyone.  Please contact Linda Patterson at        

816-820-4464 or Marilyn Heineman at 816-729-7260 if you have any questions.                                                                                                                                                                             





    Notes From Deaconess    

Joyful Senior High Youth Event Held in September                                                                  

 This month, seven of our St. Matthew youth attended a ‘Taco Bar and Games’ night! We all brought dif-

ferent ingredients for tacos; it was a delicious success! After church, we ate dinner and then did some learning 

together. We used a Higher Things resource to review and talk about the 2nd Table of the Law (commandments 4 

through 10). Afterwards, we took some time to play games and catch up with friends.  

 As always, it was great to be able to get together as a St. Matthew Youth Group, learning from the Cate-

chism and the Bible, asking and answering questions, and spending time with other Lutheran Christian youth. I 

am actively planning our next event for October!!!! Stay tuned! 

  

Bible Study by Fire Light — Senior Youth Event                                                                                                                                                                          

  On Sunday, October 23, we will have an outdoor campfire, lawn games, Bible study by fire light event! 

The event will be held at the Tanners.  The address is: 39000 E. 215th St, Kingsville, MO 64061 

 We will plan to meet there at 5:00 pm. We will roast hot dogs and have a simple picnic style meal (and 

yes, we will roast marshmallows for s'mores!). We will plan to finish around 8:00 pm.  Let me know if you have 

any questions! And once you know if your youth can attend, please let me know! 

 

Trunk or Treat                                                                                                                                                                        

 Mark your calendars!  St. Matthew is going to have a Trunk or Treat event! On Saturday, October 29, our 

St. Matthew preschool students and their families will be invited to attend our 5:00 pm church service and the 

children will sing in it! Following that, we will have a church and preschool Trunk or Treat event! There will be a 

simple meal of hot dogs, chips, popcorn, and cookies. Then, from about 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, we will have special 

and fun events!  I am asking you (members of the congregation) to consider decorating a trunk and/or donating 

candy for this fun event! If you would like more information or if you know that you can participate, please talk 

to Deaconess Sarah! 

     In Christ, Deaconess Sarah  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Worship 

⃝  Greeting people as they enter Narthex 

⃝  Usher (releasing pews for Communion) 

⃝  Assisting visitors in worship (bulletin, hymnal, etc.) 

⃝  Assembling and giving out welcome baskets 

⃝  Acolyting (lighting candles, grades 5-12) 

⃝  Altar Guild (care of Sanctuary, changing paraments, preparing 
Holy Communion) 

⃝  Making fresh flower arrangements for Altar 

⃝  Refresh children’s worship bags (clean and organize bags be-
tween and after services) 

⃝  Help decorate church for Easter and Christmas 

⃝  Assist families at Rehearsal and Wedding  

⃝  Singing in choir 

⃝  Playing hand bells or hand chimes 

⃝  Brass ensemble (Easter, Reformation, etc.) 

⃝  Playing instrument to accompany services: 
_________________________ 

Education 

⃝  Sunday school teacher (age preference ______) 

⃝  Sunday school substitute teacher 

⃝  Assist with Children’s Christmas service 

⃝  Teacher for students with special needs 

⃝  Midweek teacher (age preference ______) 

⃝  Midweek substitute teacher 

⃝  Midweek child care in nursery (6:30-8:00 pm) 

⃝  Vacation Bible school co-director 

⃝  Vacation Bible school volunteer (circle specifics): 

Advance planning, decorating, meal prep, teach Bible, teach 
hymns, play piano for hymns, lead or assist in games/activities, 
lead or assist in crafts 

⃝  Volunteer with St. Matthew Preschool (assist teachers, attend 
field trips, etc.) 

⃝  Interest in women’s retreat 

⃝  Interest in attending a Bible study   

⃝  Interest in volunteering at Lutheran schools 

Service 

⃝  Women’s LWML Lydia Circle (afternoons) 

⃝  Women’s LWML Mary Martha Circle (evenings) 

⃝  Men’s group volunteer for church projects 

⃝  Assist with meals for funeral luncheons, Sunday Milestone 
events, or for those recovering at home 

⃝  Sending cards to those grieving or sick 

⃝  Visiting those shut-in at home or in care centers 

⃝  Provide transportation for others to church 

⃝  Interested in being on the prayer chain 

⃝  Prayer partners with confirmation students 

⃝  Attending youth functions as an adult leader 

⃝  Meet local youth at church for Pro-Deo activities, help 
them learn life skills, gardening, etc. 

Missions 

⃝  Sewing group 

⃝  Making banners 

⃝  Building faith chests  

⃝  Mission committee (local projects & collections) 

⃝  Donating food and supplies for people in need 

⃝  Deliver food donations to local agencies  

⃝  Assembling Blessing Bags for homeless 

⃝  Interest in mission trips 

Fellowship 

⃝  Attending our seniors’ group (Classics) 

⃝  Babysitting/child care during events and classes 

⃝  Fellowship events volunteer (chili cook-off, game night, 

 
 

Time and Talent Survey                                                                                                                                                                    

Check any areas in which you are interested and willing to serve. 



Office Help 

⃝  Volunteer to fill in on our secretary’s days off (answering 
phone, greeting office visitors) 

⃝  Updating St. Matthew website 

⃝  Assemble newsletter (last Wednesday 1:00 pm) 

⃝  Assemble church mailings (here or at home) 

⃝  Change the outdoor church sign messages 

Maintenance 

⃝  Caring for the property  (circle those areas in which you are 
interested in serving): 

Yard work, landscaping, carpentry, painting, plumbing, electrical, 
gardening 

Church Leadership Positions 

Circle roles in which you may consider serving:  

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Secre-
tary, Preschool Board, Member at Large for: Properties, Educa-
tion, Missions, Fellowship 

⃝  Serving as an Elder (attend monthly meetings, learn doctrine, 
participate in discussion regarding  spiritual care of members, un-
lock church for worship services)  

Financial Responsibilities 

⃝  Counting offerings and delivering to bank 

⃝  Assist in annual audit of church or preschool 

⃝  Assisting with contracts or legal matters 

⃝  I am a notary public 

⃝  I would like to learn more about serving as Treasurer or Finan-
cial Secretary  

⃝  I would appreciate information on how to plan an estate gift 
to the congregation. 

⃝  Are you a Thrivent Member?  If you are, you can annually re-
ceive up to two $250 gift cards that may be used here at church 
for various outreach and service events. Contact Brian Mitchell.  

 
⃝  Other ideas: ______________________________ 

Name: _____________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

Please return to the Time and Talent Survey box in the narthex or 
to the church office. 
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Regular Worship Times 

5:00 Saturday 

8:00 Sunday 

10:45 Sunday 

  Bible Classes for Adults, Youth and Children —  Fall 2022                                             

 Sunday Bible Class - Pastor Andrews - The Book of Genesis - 9:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center                

 Faith Milestone Classes - Pastor Otto  - 9:30 a.m. Family Life Center meeting room 

 Sunday Youth Bible Class - Deaconess Sarah - 9:30 a.m. in the Senior Youth Room 

 Middle School Bible Class -  Aaron Bruening - 9:30 a.m. in the Junior Youth Room.                                        

 Sunday  School for children - Team of teachers - 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Space 

 Sunday Informal Bible Study - 7:00 p.m., 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, meeting in member homes 

 Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study - Pastor Otto - 1:00 p.m. in the Gallery Room at John Knox Village 

 Wednesday Morning Bible Class - Pastor Andrews - 10:00 a.m. in the Family Life Center 

 Wednesday Evening Bible Class - Pastor Nicolaus - 7:00 p.m. in Family Life Center 

 Wednesday Midweek Classes - Grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 - 7:00 p.m. in person 

 Saturday Men's Bible Breakfast - Pastor Andrews.  Breakfast & Bible study. 8 a.m. 2nd Saturday of month.  

Ladies Bunco Get-Together                                                                                                                   
 All ladies of the congregation are invited to the Ladies Bunco Get Together on Sunday, November 6 at 2:00 p.m. 

in the Family Life Center.  Mark your calendars for this afternoon of fun and fellowship!  Make some new friends while 

enjoying the game and refreshments.   If you know you plan to attend, please RSVP to Eunice at 816-213-0002.   

Chili Lunch at St. Matthew to benefit Lutheran High School                                                                                                                   
 Sunday, Oct. 9, there will be a chili lunch in the Family Life Center after the late service.  They are raising funds 

for their annual Marine Biology trip.  This year it’s coordinated by the Torres family at St. Matthew.  Come join us!  


