
                  St. Matthew     Newsletter 
Our Vision:  Connecting the world with Jesus Christ 

Our Mission:  Faithfully living as the Body of Christ, and sharing the Gospel that brings salvation 
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Peace  

 

 You are steady because the Lord has spoken over you.  Breathe in, breathe out, and say 

“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love and faithfulness.”  

 Jesus breathed in, then breathed out upon his worried disciples and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit.”  

 Meditation is not how you regain peace.  You know after a mindful pause how thoughts, 

worries, and things to get done rush back into your head. 

 Receiving Christ when you kneel for Holy Communion delivers peace. 

 It is physical.  You eat, you drink, you taste.  Breathe in, breathe out, and say, “Bless the 

Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.”  

 You heard, “Your sins are forgiven.”  It was physical because you were present to hear 

the words. 

 When you receive weekly your head and body are in sync.  You are aware of Christ 

within you, Christ forgiving you, Christ directing you. 

 When you are away your head and body are far from hearing Christ.  You’re doing 

something else. 

 Even coming home becomes stressful.  Thoughts rush in, you feel behind, you can’t  

remember all you need to do… plus the guilt. 

 Breathe in, breathe out, and say “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” 

 Let Christ order your life.  Head to the weekend knowing you will get in your car and be 

at church because you need it. 

 You will kneel at God’s altar and breathe.  The bread will be in your mouth.  The wine 

sweet.  Christ in you. 

 You are steady because the Lord spoke over you.  You are God’s child. 

 

        Yours in Christ,   Pastor Otto 

 

 



“Congregational Singing and the Body of Christ” 

An article by Marie Greenway, contributing editor at Concordia Publishing House 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it,” Paul writes in his first Letter to the 
Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12:27). 

Paul is speaking of spiritual gifts and how each member of the Church is given a specific gift important 
to the Body of Christ. He emphasizes that each part of the body is essential despite its potential wish to 
be another part of the body. For example, if every ear wished to be an eye and “the whole body were an 
eye, where would be the sense of hearing?” (1 Corinthians 12:17). We are given gifts from God to    
contribute to the Body of Christ. 

Members of One Body 

In a way, this reminds me of congregational singing. Of course, it can apply to voice parts—if every 
Tenor wished to be a Bass, we would lack the beautiful harmonies of four-part singing. But it also     
applies to singing in general. Individual voices within a congregation must all join together to produce   
a beautiful sound. 

Just like every voice part in a choir, every singing member of a congregation matters. The sounds of 
dozens of voices raised together carry forth those strong Lutheran melodies we love so much. Just like   
a body, each member contributes something to this one sound. Your voice is important. It allows you to 
uniquely contribute to the sound of your congregation. 

In this way, we act as the hand or eye or ear of the body. These are not the body itself, but they are all 
essential parts of the body. So it is with our voices. You do not sing to gain prominence as a soloist 
within the context of congregational singing, but you contribute your unique voice as part of the larger 
body. 

In Service to Others Rather Than Ourselves 

Our whole lives are meant to follow Christ’s example of service to others rather than to ourselves. As    
a member of one body, we use our specific gifts in service to our brothers and sisters and not in order   
to gain recognition or praise. It is much the same with singing. 

When we sing as one group, it is good practice to blend your voice within that group, not strive to stick 
out with a louder or more powerful voice than others. When we sing as a congregation, we use our   
voices in the service of others. We join our voices together to create a sound that is greater than our   
individual voice, despite the fact that it is made up of individual voices. When we join our voices        
together, we are humbly allowing the congregation to take precedence over our own desires. 

In this understanding of congregational singing, we find that hymns and liturgy are important as they 
lend themselves to group singing. We can sing hymns and liturgy as one congregation—as one Body    
of Christ. Instead of one or a few soloists leading every song in their own unique style, our hymns are 
written so that everyone may join together in one voice. This emphasizes our unity. An emphasis on 
congregational singing does not eliminate every solo or choral piece, but the singing of Lutheran hymns 
and liturgy ensures that the majority of our music is sung together as a single body of Christ. 

Take this as an encouragement and a charge that you need to sing on Sunday morning! Your voice is an 

important contribution to the Body of Christ. 

https://blog.cph.org/worship/the-reformations-first-lutheran-hymns
https://blog.cph.org/worship/the-beautiful-routine-of-the-liturgy
https://blog.cph.org/worship/the-divine-service-in-lutheran-service-book
https://blog.cph.org/worship/the-divine-service-in-lutheran-service-book


Altar Guild                                                                                                                                                                            

 Altar Guild members will meet on Saturday, July 9 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library.  In lieu of our regular 

meeting we will clean out cupboards in the Altar Guild room, reorganize and vacuum pews in the Sanctuary.  If 

you’re interested in joining the Altar Guild, please contact Deb Langsdale or Pastor Otto for more information.                                                                                                                                                          

Classics Resumes — We welcome you to join us that day!                                                  

 Many thanks to all who came to our June Classics and made it another very special time.  The food was 

really great, as was the visiting.  Special thanks to Don & Peggy Ohrenberg and Glenn & Lois Lorei for hosting.        

Our next Classics will be Thursday, July 7 at 11:30 in the Family Life Center.  We will have Barbecue and      

Bingo.    For the meal, Classics will provide chicken and barbecue.  As you are able, please bring a favorite item 

to share (main dish, salad, other side dish, or dessert).  For Bingo,   everyone will win!  Each person playing 

should bring a prize - a food item, $5.00 or less.  And we'll have some special prizes as well.  Gary & Shirley 

Mattis and Ken & Phyllis Schramm will be our hosts.  Come and join in the fun! 

LWML — Women in Mission                                                                             
 Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) and St. Matthew Mission Committee would like to thank St. Mat-

thew members who supported our fundraiser for Resource Health Services (formerly known as Rachel House).        

Resource Health helps meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of those dealing with unplanned pregnan-

cies. This fundraiser began on Mother’s Day (May 8) and ended on Father’s Day (June 19). If you have not re-

turned your baby bottle, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible. 

 Thank you to the LWML Hospitality Committee and the Altar Guild members that hosted the Walking 

Taco Tuesday dinner during Vacation Bible School week. We appreciate all you do! 

 The LWML Society Board has scheduled a planning meeting for July 27 at 1:30 pm at St. Matthew. This 

meeting is to decide programs and activities for the coming year. If you have any ideas, please contact your Circle 

Chairperson or a Society Board Member, so they can bring them to the planning meeting for discussion. 

 MITE BOX / QUARTERLY PERSON needed to fill this Standing Committee position. Main responsibil-

ities include: Distributing Quarterlies to members (in mailbox), set out the large MITE BOX on the last Satur-

Sunday Services of each month, and to receive donations and forward MITE BOX contributions to the Society 

Treasurer. Please contact Darlene Coverdell at 816-931-4844. 

LWML—Mission Grant                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 LWML Grant #14- $100,000 for Concordia Seminary in St. Louis—"Caring For and Sharing Christ with 

Hurting People”.   Deaconesses are professional church workers trained to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

through works of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching the Christian faith. This grant gives scholarships to women 

studying on site or remotely with the Center for Hispanic Studies, Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology, or the 

newly offered online Deaconess    Studies Program. To learn more, go to lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-14. 

 Preschool News                                                                                                                         

 Our St. Matthew Preschool has a scholarship program.  During the school year we occasionally offer 

scholarships for families of preschoolers having unexpected difficulties and need assistance. If you would like to 

make a one-time donation for this purpose, make checks payable to St Matthew Preschool with “Scholarship” in 

the memo line.  Checks can be put in the school house that is displayed in the preschool hall. 

 We also need the following items that we use all year long: Paper towels, Clorox wipes, baby wipes,    

tissue boxes, shaving cream, glue sticks, rolls of clear contact paper, and card stock (black/white/green/blue/

yellow/red). Donations may be left in the Preschool kitchen window, on the counter as you walk by Preschool. 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                                     

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of  prayers of 

the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.    

 

http://lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-14
mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535
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 Return Service Requested 

JULY NEWSLETTER - 2022  

 Deaconess Sarah Longmire’s Installation—July 3 at 3:00 p.m.                                  

 On Sunday, July 3, at 3:00 p.m., we will have a special service for the installation of Deaconess 

Sarah Longmire as our new Director of Family Life at St. Matthew.  Rev. Harrison Goodman, an 

LCMS pastor serving in Iowa, will be our guest preacher for the service.  He is the content executive 

for Higher Things and works with Deaconess Sarah in that role.  A reception will be held following the 

service with cake and sandwiches.   

 As we welcome Deaconess Sarah into our community, we are hosting a gift card shower as a 

welcome present.  You may want to bless her with a gift card to your favorite local restaurant, grocery 

store, coffee shop, or other retailer. 

 Fellowship Events at St. Matthew                                                                                                                             

 Thanks to all who attended the Family BINGO Night on June 11th !  We had approximately     

120 people in attendance and enjoyed great food, games and fellowship!  Our next event will be the 

Back-to-School BBQ in September.  Details to come. 

 Our New Online Church Directory 

 You can now log into your computer or phone to use our new online pictorial directory.  It’s 

called Instant Church Directory.  You can see contact information and pictures for other members of 

the church, and edit your own information if something changes.  If you didn't get your picture taken at 

church, please upload a photo for your household on the App.  Or, you may email or text your photo to 

Pastor Andrews and he can do it for you.  If you have questions or need help accessing the directory, 

contact Pastor Andrews.  Members can log into the Online Member Directory at: 

 https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/  

Jesus heals  

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/

