
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of September 12th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Older Children! 

 

KNOW YOUR CHILD!  Worship with an Older Child: The older child brings some new abilities to 
worship: a greater capacity for attentive listening, an increasing ability to read, and the ability to 
organize and memorize information.  Teach them how to use the hymnal.  Lead by example in getting 
them to sing by singing yourself!  God doesn’t care if you sing like Oscar the Grouch or Carrie 
Underwood.  He made you, and He loves you just as you are.  Also, make sure they are paying 
attention.  Quizzing them after church is a good way to encourage their participation, plus the theme 
of worship that day goes home with you and has a better chance of impacting your week and your life! 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Grow and Give – If you enjoy gardening, grow a garden!  And then, grow some more!  Find a few 
people with whom you can share the fruits of your labor.  A small gift can go a long way! 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Ezekiel 26-32!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come 
up! 

 

-Memory verse: James 4:4 – “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God.” 

 

-Hymn: Lord of Glory, You have Bought Us  LSB 851, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 54 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on The Table of Duties: Of Civil Government, on pg. 
34. Digging Deeper with the Explanation – How to Receive this Sacrament Worthily, pg. 338-345. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like!  

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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 God Time at Home  
Select questions and adapt for your family.  

 
FOR STARTERS: Imagine that Jesus said to you, “Tomorrow take the day off. I’m going to go (home, to school or work) 
for you. I’ll be there in your place.” What are some of things you think that Jesus would do? How do you think you would 
feel if He did those things? Today, we’ll talk about what it means to be someone that has a heart like God’s. The Bible 
calls it someone “after God’s own heart.” When we have Jesus living in our lives, we can have a heart of loving service 
like Him.  
 

READ THE BIBLE: 1 Samuel  

 
KEY VERSE: Acts 13:22, “(God) said, ‘I have found that David, son of Jesse, is a man after My own heart. He will do 
everything I want him to do.’”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Describe Samuel’s calling from God. (1 Samuel 3:4-9. The priest Eli raised Samuel in the temple. 
One night, God called Samuel. He responded, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.”) How was Samuel a different kind of 
leader than Eli’s own sons? (1 Samuel 2:12 Eli’s sons were evil leaders.) Do you think Samuel was a man after God’s 
own heart?  
After Samuel was a grown man and a prophet for the Israelites, the people asked for a king. Who did God choose as the 
first king? (1 Samuel 9:17. Saul) Do you think Saul was a man after God’s own heart? Talk about Saul as king. What did 
he do that was good? What was not so good? (Saul led the people to fight against the Philistines. But Saul also took 
things into his own hands and offered a sacrifice instead of waiting for the prophet Samuel. Saul again disobeyed God 
when he attacked and destroyed the Amalekites. Saul was not supposed to save anything, but he saved some of the best 
things for himself and his men. He later tried to blame it on his soldiers. He made excuses that these things would be 
used for sacrifice. Saul finally contacted a witch to know his future.)  
Since Saul did not follow God with his whole heart, whom did God choose to be the next king? (1 Samuel 16:12-13 David, 
youngest son of Jesse from Bethlehem.) Describe how David was a man after God’s own heart. (He was devoted to God 
and worshiped Him with his whole heart. He was brave enough to fight Goliath because he was confident his God was 
bigger than any giant. David honored and respected King Saul even though he had been anointed as the next king and 
Saul was trying to kill him.)  
When has your heart not been “after God’s heart?” (When we disobey or don’t care about what God wants.) How does 
God help us get our hearts right again? (Through trust in Jesus as our Savior, God gives us forgiveness and the desire to 
have hearts after His own heart.)  
 
PRAYER: Pray together that God would reshape your heart to be like His own. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 Try to catch one another in the family doing things that are “after God’s own heart.” You might discuss this at dinnertime 
or at other times the family is together. This not only affirms one another, but also reminds us to let Jesus live through us 
and be people “after God’s own heart.” 


