
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of August 29th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Children of All Ages! 

 

Giving an offering: Like it was for the Old Testament people of Israel, giving an offering is part of 

worship.  Let your child see you put your offering in the plate. Children can also give an offering. It 

means more to your child if they are giving part of the money that they earn at home, rather than you 

just giving them money to put into the plate.  This is one of the ways God works to care for your 

community. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Dinner at Your Place? – This could be a once in a while deal, or maybe it’s monthly or even weekly.  
But the idea here is to invite your neighbors over for dinner.  Maybe it isn’t even a full dinner, but just 
coffee and dessert.  Getting to know our neighbors helps us to share the gospel with them.  We can’t 
help them if we don’t know what they need.  We can pray more specifically.  We can walk through life 
together.  So, just invite them over for a simple meal and enjoy being together. 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Ezekiel 12-18!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come 
up! 

 

-Memory verse: Isaiah 35:4 – “4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.  He will come and save you.’” 

 

-Hymn: Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him  LSB 797, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 83 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on The Table of Duties: to Bishops, Pastors, and 
Preachers, on pg. 33. Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Benefit of the Sacrament of the Altar, 
pg. 331-334. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like!  

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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 God Time at Home  
Select questions and adapt for your family.  

 
FOR STARTERS: Have each family member describe a time when, as a little child, they were afraid of 
something in the dark. After some discussion, point out that some “monsters” are imaginary and not real, even 
if they may seem scary. In today’s Bible reading, King Saul met something that really was scary. He did what 
was forbidden. He contacted a witch to find out the future by speaking to the ghost of Samuel. What can we 
learn from this? Let’s find out.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read 1 Samuel 28 and 31. This event is about Saul seeking advice from a witch and later 
his sad ending. It is not entirely clear just who it is that Saul ends up speaking to that day, as on the one hand 
the spirit spoke truth (like God does), but the truth also drove Saul to despair (which the devil would’ve done 
gladly). 
 

KEY VERSE: 1 Samuel 26:23, “The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness, for 

the LORD gave you into my hand today, and I would not put out my hand against the LORD’s anointed.”  

 
TALK ABOUT IT: Why did Saul want advice from a woman who conjured up the dead? (1 Samuel 28:5, 6, 11. 
Saul was afraid of the Philistine army. The Lord did not answer him. He wanted the woman to conjure up the 
dead prophet Samuel for advice.) What did the ghost tell Saul about his future? (1 Samuel 28:18-19. The 
Philistine army would conquer the Israelite army and Saul and his sons would be killed. Samuel 31 tells of 
Saul’s death.) Why did Saul disguise himself to meet with a woman who conjured up the dead? (1 Samuel 
28:8-9 He had made a law against witchcraft and he didn’t want the witch to refuse to tell him the future. 
Maybe Saul felt guilty disobeying his own and God’s law.)  
The Bible tells us we should not seek advice from witches or any occult practice. We need to always seek 
Jesus for the answers. Jesus our Savior is right beside us to lead us into our future. We have wonderful gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation because Jesus gave His life for us. As His people, we can call on Jesus and 
ask Him to protect us from the scary monsters we face in this world. We can count on Him to give us the 
answers we need.  

 
PRAYER: Give thanks that our futures are secure with God forever. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
When children face scary times, listen to their fears. Pray with them out loud, using the name of Jesus, that 
God would protect them and make their scary fears leave. Know that God has already won the victory by 
defeating death on Easter morning!  


