
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of February 28th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Young Children! 

 

Teach your children the repeating portions of the liturgy.  Encourage them to learn and repeat 
the Kyrie, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and other repeating responses. Teach these things at home, 
and encourage them to join in during the Divine Service. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Hospitality Tip: Asking the question “Is this your first time at St. Matthew” stops people from getting 
to know others because the fear is they will say “No. I have been attending for years!”  We are afraid to 
give offense so we don’t ask and then we don’t get to know people and visitors are missed.  Here is a 
better question! “How long have you been attending St. Matthew?”  With three different services there 
will be long-time members that are new faces to you but there are also visitors.  Each will be blessed 
by knowing you.  Start your conversation with the new question!  
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Numbers 34-36 and Ruth!  Feel free to ask your pastor any 
questions that come up! 

 

-Memory verse: Exodus 20:3 (Challenge! The Ten Commandments) – “You shall have no other gods 
before Me.” 

 

-Hymn: May God Bestow on Us His Grace  LSB 823/824, also in Lutheran Service Builder    
  

-Psalm: 109 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition, on pg. 21. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The First Article (Part 2), pg. 146-155. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Play the game “I Spy.” One person says: “I spy something in this room and the rest of the 
family has 20 guesses to find out what it is.” They can only ask “yes” or “no” questions, but in so doing might 
narrow down what is being spied. After playing a few minutes ask the question, “What have you seen God 
doing in your life?”  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read about the blind man, Bartimaeus, from Mark 10:46-52.  
 
KEY VERSE: Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Where was Bartimaeus when he saw Jesus? What did he shout? What did it mean? (Mark 
10:46-47. Bartimaeus sat along the road and shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” He thought 
Jesus was the promised Messiah and trusted Jesus could heal him.) When told to be quiet, what did 
Bartimaeus do? (Mark 10:48. He shouted even louder.) When Jesus called him, what did He ask Bartimaeus? 
(Mark 10:51. “What do you want Me to do for you?”) Why did Jesus say He healed Bartimaeus? (Mark 10:52. 
“Your faith has made you well.”) What did Bartimaeus do after he could see? (Mark 10:52. He followed Jesus 
on the road.) What do you think Bartimaeus thought about Jesus after he was healed? (He was probably all 
the more sure that Jesus was the promised Messiah. He knew Jesus cared about him.) Even before 
Bartimaeus was healed, he knew Jesus could help him. We, too, need to believe that Jesus can help us.  
Share your own experiences of a time when God answered your prayer.  

PRAYER: Thank God for your faith stories and the ability to trust Jesus as the Way. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
Explain that spiritual blindness is when someone can’t see the truth about God. They can’t see that God wants 
them to be His children and has made this possible through giving us Jesus. To have God’s salvation we need 
only to trust him. As you describe spiritual blindness, can you think of someone your family knows who is 
spiritually blind? Make an agreement to pray for this person every day for the next seven days. 


