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Our Vision:  Connecting the world with Jesus Christ 

Our Mission:  Faithfully living as the Body of Christ, and sharing the Gospel that brings salvation 

Pastor’s Message                 Rev. Craig Otto 

We need a savior… O, how we need Jesus of Nazareth 

 Imagine waking up and wondering why… asking What’s the point?  Imagine returning 

from an errand before noon and having nothing to do for the rest of the day.  And once more… 

imagine overhearing a discussion and you just wanting to slip away, anxious. 

 Brother, you need a savior.  Sister, take a knee.  Hear that you have a God of mercy who 

created you and gives purpose to your life.  You are baptized, which means you have been 

washed of sin with the baptism Jesus gave the disciples.  It changed you, so that you are no 

longer condemned as you once were.  Baptized into Christ, you are forgiven. 

 Faced with a pandemic, the nations are in chaos.  We see it and are grieving.  You’re 

not spending your days like you used to.  We’re refraining from things we took for granted.  

Work is done differently.  Families aren’t meeting for reunions.  Concerts and sporting events 

and regular social gatherings are being cancelled.   

 What’s the point?  All this loss can be discouraging, and we want to respond in our 

Christian hope and faith.  We admit we’re living through a social crisis and consider What does 

this mean for me?  We mourn and pray, yet we do not give up hope.   

 Jesus invited the men and women following him, “Come to me, all who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest… you will find rest for your souls.”  Those people needed 

a savior… and Jesus arrived saying He could provide rest. 

 In other words, they could trust in the person of Jesus to do specific things.  Jesus said 

there is salvation and healing for those who receive Him.  Have you been baptized?  Even now, 

do you believe our Lord hears your prayers and can help?  Such faith is saving faith.  Bless you. 

 What if the pandemic health situation gets worse?  What if schools can’t meet in person 

all year?  What if the government enacts new laws that affect us?  What if…?  Again, we want 

to respond in our Christian hope and faith.   

 We live in society, and we are light to our society.  We invite the world to look to 

Christ as we do.  We see in Him a living help to restore order, mercy, and gratitude among us.  

He gives a washing of sin, a baptism, that gives us assurance of salvation. 

 It’s tempting to give up hope, or be discouraged, or to grieve and curse.  However, as 

Christians we must not give in to those temptations.  Jesus reminds us, even when we feel at our 

worst, “Come to me, all who are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

 O how we need this one who rose from death and ascended to heaven.  O how we need 

Jesus of Nazareth.  We will not give up hope.  We will use our days, even during the pandemic, 

to trust the Lord our Help, and we will pray for our neighbors and love them. 

 Yours in Christ, Pastor Otto 



    Christmas Poinsettias — Available for purchase                                                                                                          

 Altar Guild has purchased POINSETTIAS to decorate the Family Life Center for the Christmas 

season!  If you would like to purchase or sponsor one of these plants, please sign up on the poster in the 

entrance to the Family Life Center… or you may call the church office. 

 The cost of the poinsettias is $10 per plant.  Please pay any Altar Guild member in person, or 

you may place your payment in the envelope below the poster.  You may take your plant home after 

Christmas Day worship service.    

Altar Guild — Help us prepare for Worship and Holy Communion          

 The Altar Guild members will not meet in December since we will be busy with Advent ser-

vices and Christmas week!  We wish you all a blessed Christmas season during these challenging times 

in our lives!  Peace be with you and a very Merry Christmas to all!!   

      LWML — Lutheran Women in Mission 

 Fundraiser for Lee’s Summit Social Services – Since the needs of our neighbors here are great 

in these times, LWML is sponsoring a sale of cookie mixes and soup mixes in jars during the month of 

December.  These make fine Christmas gifts for others, or time-savers for oneself.  Lee’s Summit Social 

Services helps members of the community with food, utilities, rent, and prescriptions.  Please watch for 

more details in weekly church bulletins and support LSSS next month. 

 Update on No-Bake Bake Sale - Due to the generous support of our St. Matthew members, 

$1156 was collected.  Ten per cent of the proceeds will be sent to mites to support mission projects, and 

the remainder will be divided equally among Central Lutheran High School (in Newhall, Iowa, which 

suffered extensive damage in the derecho this past August); Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries; and Adopt

-A-Student, Concordia Seminary.  Our sincere thanks for your donations to this unconventional “Bake 

Sale” that allowed us to bless others! 

      LWML Grant  
 

 LWML Grant #16 Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow— LCMS School Ministry: A large number 

of Lutheran school administrators are projected to retire from service in the next few years, causing a 

tremendous void in critical leadership. The LCMS School Leadership Development (SLED) Program 

has been initiated to help resolve this situation. Its purpose includes identification and recruitment of 

leadership participants who serve in Lutheran schools and train them through events conducted by 

LCMS School Ministry.  

 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                        

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of   

prayers of the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.  

 

 

  

mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535


    Annual Voter’s Meeting                                                                                    

 Our next Annual Voter’s Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 13 at 9:30 a.m.   We     

encourage all members of the congregation, age 18 and over, to come learn about our plans for 2021.  

Topics include new election of officers, budget approval, and items to consider regarding our current 

needs for staff and property improvements here at St. Matthew. 

    We now support… African Radio Ministries                                                                                       

 Dear Friends at St. Matthew,  

 Wow, and thanks be to God, our dear mission friends, for your gift of $5,000.  

  It is much appreciated and will be put to good use to bring the Good News about Jesus to West 

and East Africa, covering many areas that have not been reached by evangelists.  Covid-19 is having an 

impact on Africa and has impeded worship, travel, and some evangelism work, making radio worship 

programs and evangelism more important than ever. 

 The radio office in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, is receiving calls and letters from listeners thanking 

the staff for the gift of worshiping under the leadership of godly, trained Lutheran pastors.  Our aim is to 

see groups of people, especially in the villages, worship around the radio and form faith communities.  

Early this year four new groups of listeners called the office to say that they are now doing this, and 

since March that number has doubled to eight new worship communities. 

 Your financial support helps us pay expenses for evangelists to visit people in villages and pris-

ons, to provide Bibles in African languages to those who have none, and to broadcast 1/2 hour programs 

in Ethiopia and Liberia.   

 There is much more to say, but we will you the latest in the next newsletter.  Again, thank you 
for assisting this work in a significant way. In His Service, Rev. John Duitsman        
                             

    Preschool Board Position Open — An opportunity for you to serve 

 We have operated a preschool at St. Matthew for 20 years, and each year has been a blessing to 

our children, parents in Lee’s Summit.  God has blessed us with an opportunity to serve our community 

by offering families play-based learning with a focus on Christ.  We offer daily chapel for the children, 

teaching them from the Bible about God’s faithfulness and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 Our Preschool Board helps guide our preschool staff as we offer this ministry.  The St. Matthew 

Preschool Board has an open position beginning in January 2021.  If you love children, families, and our 

community, this could be an opportunity for you, as a congregation member, to serve in this mission of 

the church.  To learn more, please contact Carla Homan, Pre-School Board President at 816-260-8703, 

or Pastor Andrews at 816-678-9152.   

 Thrivent Choice Dollars — You can designate St. Matthew to receive                          

 The Thrivent Choice program has helped support churches since 2010. More than $458 million 

in Choice Dollars grant funds have been distributed, and more than 41,500 organizations have received 

outreach funding through this program. St. Matthew Lutheran Church, our St. Matthew Preschool, 

LWML, and Lutheran Hour Ministries are among the groups that have received funds from members of 

our congregation.  

  If you are a Thrivent member and have products such as life insurance, annuities or mutual 

funds, you may be eligible to donate Choice Dollars based on the insurance premiums you pay, and the 

investments you have with Thrivent. For more information about the Thrivent Choice program and 

Choice Dollars, visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice, or call (800) 847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” 

when prompted. Thanks for remembering others at this time of year! 

http://thrivent.com/thriventchoice


This month I’m sharing a message of encouragement written by Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan.  He is the President of 

the Missouri District, for our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  He oversees the 1,649 church and school 

workers and 290 LCMS congregations in the State of Missouri.  Prior to being elected as the District Presi-

dent, he served as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Concordia, Missouri. 

 

“Come Lord Jesus!” 

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 Revelation 22:20 

 

The end of the church year is a time when the saints of God are called to cast our eyes towards the heavens in 

anticipation of our Lord’s return in glory.  A repeated refrain that we find in the Revelation of St. John is that 

Jesus is coming soon.  Intended as a word of comfort for the saints rather than a word of judgment, we are 

bold to respond in faith, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

It is good for us to offer this petition to our Lord each day and not just in the gray and latter days of Novem-

ber.  “Come, Lord Jesus” is not simply the opening line of a meal time prayer but the cry of the faithful who 

live among all manner of evil and terror.  We can face the hardships of this life knowing that our Lord is in-

deed coming soon.  We can also pray that He does come quickly for the sake of His Bride, the Church.  No 

matter the circumstances in which we find ourselves, these closing words of the New Testament console the 

hearts and strengthen the faith of God’s saints. 

 

Even as we pray for our Lord to come quickly, we are emboldened to confess the eternal Gospel (14:6) to all 

the world.  The assurance of Christ’s return strengthens His Church for the mission that He carries out 

through her.  Sainted Louis Brighton wrote, “Christ reigns so as to enable the church to carry out and com-

plete her mission.  Among all the tribulations and sufferings on earth, the Lord Christ unveils his exalted glo-

ry for the comfort of the church and for the empowerment of her mission.  From the time of Christ’s victory 

and ascension up to the End, all history is controlled by the Lord Christ for the sake of his church and her 

mission of witness.  And when that mission is completed, the curtain will fall on this world’s existence and 

the Lord will come to claim his bride.” (Revelation, p. 312) Even as we pray “Come, Lord Jesus,” we confess 

Jesus in our callings as God works through us until He fulfills His promise in His return.  To that promise, 

may we pray, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

Prayer – Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all 

the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Fraternally in Christ,  President Lee Hagan 

 
 



And here is a message of encouragement written by Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison.  He is the 13th President of 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  He oversees the 6,046 congregations of the LCMS. 

 
Are You Doin’ Okay, Pastor?      October letter to congregations from President Matthew C. Harrison  
 
We can all agree that we live in very tumultuous and troubling days. I also think that you’ll agree with 
me when I state that the troubling political, economic and racial tensions in our society are reflected 
also in the church, like it or not. And we are all weary of the uncertainty and the unknowns, especial-
ly with respect to the virus. An extensive survey from the Secretary of Synod’s office, which included 
data from some 2,000 congregations, asked how the virus had affected our congregations and people 
through this past June. Although some expressed weariness and anxiety, especially among our smaller 
congregations, most were doing okay. Some 25% had experienced increased giving, for instance. Our 
congregations with schools were very concerned. We now know that in many places, grade school en-
rollments have actually increased due to uncertainty in the public schools over the virus. 
 
But the weariness continues and for many has increased. As I’m in contact with pastors, congrega-
tions and district leaders, I note that as pastors are worn down by providing additional church ser-
vices, online services, dealing with the different viewpoints of members, all within a shifting sea of 
local regulations, there is for very many only increasing uncertainty. Will young families come back to 
church? When can we restart Sunday school, if at all? Have our dear families opted not to come, or 
are they seeking what they want elsewhere? Is reception of the forgiveness of sins through the Word 
and the blessed Sacraments the main thing? Will our people live and die in the faith? Giving has 
slowed. All this worries a pastor’s heart. He knows full well the verse spoken at his installation and 
ordination: “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
 
And how many times have I heard pastors lament that because of pandemic restrictions in situations 
of impending death, they were not allowed to minister to the dying, who were not only congregants, 
but the dearest of beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, and dear friends! This is the very thing a pas-
tor is given to do for his people, and what pangs of conscience, what sorrow is suffered, when this 
kind of critical pastoral care cannot be carried out! 
 
As president of the Synod, I have not the slightest ability or mandate to tell you what to do, much less 
make you do it. I wouldn’t want it any other way. But I implore you, by the mercy of Jesus Christ, to 
love your pastor. Christ has blessed you with the clear knowledge of the free Gospel of forgiveness in 
the cross and resurrection. He has given you a congregation of fellow believers. He has given you a 
pastor, perhaps a lifetime of pastors, to love you in Christ and care for you.  
 
Please care for your pastor. He’s called by God through your congregation to call you to repent of 
your sins daily and to proclaim that Christ’s forgiveness is yours. Now is the time, like no other, to be 
generous to your congregation. Now is the time to go to your pastor and tell him you are thankful for 
him, as you stand ready and willing to hold up the prophet’s arms (Ex. 17:12). Tell him, “I’m praying 
for you, pastor.” Ask him, “Is your family okay, pastor?” “Are you doin’ okay?” Elders, tell your pastor, 
“The Bible tells us that we are to care for each other, pastor. That means we’re here to care for you!”             
–  Pastor Harrison 
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         Advent Services on Wednesday   

 We will hold regular Advent services each Wednesday in December at 4:00 and 7:30 p.m.   

Also, we will record the 4:00 service each Wednesday and post it on the front page of our website,  

hopefully by 5:30 each week.  So you can watch our Advent services online too. 

 The theme is “Jesus, the Son of God” and we will explore His ancestral lineage (from Mary, 

Joseph, David, and Abraham) at four midweek services on Dec.  2, 9, 16, and 23. 

         Christmas Services 

 This year we hold three Candlelight services at on Christmas Eve at new times:  3:00, 5:00, 

and 7:00 p.m.  These are non-communion services, since we need time between services for cars to 

leave and others to arrive, and to sanitize the chairs.  Visitors and family are welcome to come. 

 We gather for worship again on Christmas Day with Holy Communion at 9 am.  We follow a 

new order of worship and a new sermon, different from our Christmas Eve gathering. 

 

 

            

For unto us a child is 

born, unto us a son is     

given, and the                

government will be             

upon His shoulders.                                

And He will be called    

Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6 
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