
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of November 29th, 2020 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 

 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 

wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year. We have 

switched to blue in observance of a new church year. Advent, a preparatory time of waiting and 

watching, communicates the message of hope.  What are we waiting for?  For Jesus to come!  As a 

baby, and in His second coming to take us home with Him. Our Christian faith rests on the hope that 

Christ, who came in history assuming our flesh, will also return on the last day of time from that same 

blue sky He ascended long ago. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

The Gift of Hope and Encouragement: As we interact with people in our daily lives we run into 
people that are hurting, even at Christmas time.  In fact, for some, Christmas time magnifies the hurt 
they have inside.  Hurting people need a friend!  They have a friend in you and need to be told or 
reminded that they have an eternal friend in Jesus!  Be present in their lives!  One way to be present is 
to say this next time you see them, “I am sorry that Christmas is a hard time of year for you – I want 
you to know I am here for you.  Also, I would like to bring you with me to my church’s service where 
we can hear together about the hope and encouragement we have in Jesus.  Let this be my gift to you.” 

 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read and Exodus 8-14!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that 
come up! 

 

-Memory verse: Isaiah 40:8 – “But now, O Yahweh, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You are our 
potter; we are all the work of Your hand.”  

 

-Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry    LSB 344, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 85 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the 3rd and 4th Commandments, on pg. 13-14. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Ten Commandments, pg. 52-57. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Hold a single paper match horizontal to the table about six inches above the surface. 
Challenge the family to see who is powerful enough to drop it and make it land on its narrow side. It seems 
inevitable that it will land on one of its flat surfaces. The trick is to bend the match before dropping it. Its bent 
angle will cause it to land on its side. This is a picture of us. When we are bent over by our own weakness, we 
can rely on God’s strength, not our own. Have family members tell about a time they needed God’s strength 
when they felt weak.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read Judges 7: Gideon’s army defeats Midian.  
 
KEY VERSE: 2 Corinthians 12:9a “But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness.’”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: God thought the Israelite army was too big. So He reduced the army from 32,000 men to 
______ men. (Judges 7:3. 10,000) This was still too big, so He reduced their number to _____ men. (Judges 
7:6. 300) How did Gideon determine which men were to remain in the army? (By the manner in which they 
drank water.) What weapons were these 300 men to use to fight the Midianites? (Judges 7:16. Each of them 
had a ram’s horn and jars with torches inside.) What was their battle cry? (Judges 7:20. “A sword for the LORD 
and for Gideon!”) Why did God have Gideon decrease the army so much? (To show the victory was won by 
God’s power and not their own.  300 men defeated 135,000 without losing one!  That’s God fighting for His 
people.)  
What battle has God already fought for you? (Jesus defeated sin, death, and the devil for you!)  What are 
some battles you are facing right now that you can pray to the Lord about?  

 
PRAYER: Pray that God would protect you and strengthen you in the battles you face. Pray as Gideon did, for 

trust in God’s power to fight for you in your weakness.  And thank Him for the victory that has already been 
won for you by Jesus! 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
One of the ways that God can strengthen us and encourage us is by giving us family members who support us 
when we feel weak. During dessert at a family meal have each member share: “When I am feeling sad or 
worried, some things that family members do to make me feel better are…” 


