
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of November 8th, 2020 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 

 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 

wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year.   We have 

switched to green in honor of Epiphany.  Epiphany's message of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles 

along with the season's traditional emphasis on extending Christ's kingdom through missions, calls 

for the use of green-the color symbolic of growth.  
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Encouraging Email: This week pick someone you know who could use some encouragement and 
send them an email.  Try and accomplish three simple things in the email: 1) Check in 2) Provide 
encouraging words from Scripture 3) Remind them you are here if they need to talk or pray.  That is 
simple, but meaningful!  That is free, but priceless!  Who has God put in your life to encourage?  Got 
them?  Commence operation encourage!  

 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read and Revelation 12-18!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions 
that come up! 

 

-Memory verse: Matthew 25:21 or 23 (same!) – “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’”  

 

-Hymn: The Day is Surely Drawing Near  LSB 508, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 21 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Christian Questions with Their Answers, 11-
20, on pg. 38-40. Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Church Year and Terms Relating to 
Worship and God’s House, pg. 377-386. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: In Florissant, Colorado, during the fires of 2002, some evacuated families were given only ten 
minutes to return to their homes and take out whatever they could load in their cars before the fire would reach 
their neighborhoods. If that were your family, what would each person take? After discussing, ask what each 
person considers more important than any material object or thing.  
 

READ THE BIBLE: Read Judges 6:1-32, about Gideon tearing down the altar of Baal.  
 

KEY VERSE: Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  
 

TALK ABOUT IT: Why did God allow the Midianites to chase the Israelites out of their homes? (Judges 6:1. 
The people of Israel did what was evil in the Lord’s eyes.) How did the angel prove that Gideon was the one to 
save Israel? (Judges 6:20-21. The angel of the Lord burned up the food as a sacrifice.) The people who were 
angry with Gideon for destroying Baal’s altar did not hurt him. Why not? (Judges 6:30-32. Joash, Gideon’s 
father, said that they should let the god of the altar defend himself if he was truly a god.) Why do you think 
God wanted the altar of Baal torn down before he would use Gideon to chase out the Midianites? (So they 
would have no other gods before the true God.)  

The very first commandment God gave us says, “You shall have no other gods before Me.” (Exodus 
20:3). God wants us to put Him first. He wants to tear down anything that would get in our way just like Gideon 
tore down the altars of Baal. God tears down the things that get in the way of our faith in Him. He does this by 
forgiving our sins. All we need to do is ask. Jesus lives in our hearts.  

Because of Jesus’ power in our lives we can put God first. To do that, let’s think of some of the things 
we want to watch out for so we don’t put them first instead of Him.  

 
PRAYER: Have each family member think of one thing they sometimes put before God. Have them confess 
this as sin and ask God for forgiveness and that He would help them put Him first. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
Give each family member a sheet of paper and have him complete the sentence, “I want to put God first 
because…” Place all the papers in a homemade family treasure box located at a special visible place. Remind 
them that this is a treasure that can never be stolen or lost in a fire. 


