
                  St. Matthew     Newsletter 
Our Vision:  Connecting the world with Jesus Christ 

Our Mission:  Faithfully living as the Body of Christ, and sharing the Gospel that brings salvation 

Pastor’s Message                 Rev. Craig Otto 

After a six-week interruption due to the mandated government shut-down, we have been    

faithfully gathering for worship since May 16.  Average attendance is 180 per week, down  

from 240 per week before covid times.   

On the recommendation of our elders, listening to members of our congregation, we continue to 

worship in the Family Life Center.  The main reason is the ability to social distance with no 

worries about attendance numbers.  We can keep our three regular times and there’s room for 

whoever comes, visitors and members. 

We’ve switched to using comfortable cloth chairs for the entire Family Life Center.  Data    

suggests that our fogging disinfectant works effectively on cloth, so we disinfect between each 

worship service and Bible class.    

We have included 30 comfortable chairs with arms for those who need them. 

I’m teaching at 9:30 Sunday mornings in the Meeting Room of the Family Life Center.  It’s a 

review of why Lutherans worship as we do, how we read the Bible, and exploring the creed, 

Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.  It’s especially good for visitors who want to consider our 

teachings before joining the church.  I’ll teach all through October and November. 

Preschool is doing well.  We had around 90 enrolled in August until the Lee’s Summit School 

District settled on their plan; suddenly families had to reconsider how to manage their home 

schedules, and we are now in the upper 60’s for enrollment.  Pastors do daily chapel services 

for the children in the Family Life Center. 

Church offerings are meeting expenses, and your stewardship has been “above and beyond” as 

you make special efforts to give offerings to our Lord. 

Midweek (7:00 on Wednesdays) and Sunday School (9:30 Sundays) are meeting in person and 

offer virtual participation too.  There’s a way for every family to take part, so we encourage 

parents to return to a pattern of helping your children learn the Bible. 

I offered a podcast during the first three months of the pandemic, then found in-person requests 

for appointments and home communion calls were increasing.  What a busy season this has 

been for church life!  Pastor Andrews continues his podcasts, teaching about the upcoming 

readings for each Sunday.  You can click on his links on the home page of our website. 

Pastors continue to offer Faith Milestone teaching for parents and children together.  If you 

have children between the ages of a newborn through high school, watch your email for an   

invitation to take part in these meaningful discussions. 

Return to worship if you have been apart for a time.  We pray for you, and look forward to  

having you here in person.  We need togetherness, faithfully looking up to our Savior. 

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Otto 



Altar Guild — Caring for the Sanctuary, Communion, and each Season 
 The Altar Guild will meet on Saturday, October 10 at 10 a.m. in the Narthex.  We will continue 

our discussion from the September meeting to finalize the items we will purchase for the Sanctuary with 

the generous donation we received in memory of Connie Schlueter, who was a former member of the 

Altar Guild.  We will also plan for the upcoming Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas services.  If you 

are interested in joining the Altar Guild, please join us on October 10, or contact Pastor Otto or Deb 

Langsdale — we would love to have you serve with our group!  

  Classics — No gatherings for 2020                       
 In the interest of member safety, we have postponed Classics for the remainder of this 
year.  We look forward to resuming Classics gatherings of food, fellowship, and learning when 
we can do so safely.  We hope that will be in early 2021. 
 

    Fall Food Drive — Thank you for your generosity   
 Our second drive-up and drop-off food drive of 2020 was a huge success! On September 19    

we raised $1070 in monetary donations and a van full of food for Lee’s Summit Social Services. 

Thank you to everyone who participated by graciously sharing God’s love with our community. Your 

generosity is much appreciated!   - Cari Ebert, Fellowship Member-at-Large                                           

                                                                                                       

“Fill the Purse” — Help Victims of Hurricane Sally                                            
 Our “Fill the Purse” emphasis will help victims of the catastrophic flooding in the southeastern 

United States resulting from hurricane Sally.  All members of the congregation are invited to donate 

new or gently used purses, and the following new items:  tooth brush, tooth paste, shampoo, hand lotion, 

comb and/or brush, deodorant, wipes, lip balm, tampons, tissue, hand sanitizer, face masks, gum, mints, 

pen, small notebook.  Please place your items in a zip lock bag.  NOTE:  Many of these items may be 

purchased at Dollar Tree. 

 Please leave your items in the entrance to the Family Life Center at St. Matthew by Sunday, 

October 4.   Joyce Martin’s sister of Mobile, AL, is the point of contact and will ensure our items go to 

women in urgent need. 

      LWML Grant — Supporting University Lutheran Chapel, Lincoln                                                                                            
 LWML Grant #14  is Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln. This grant will help with 

the renovation of the University Lutheran Chapel, where anyone can go to be loved, to be healed with 

the help of Christian counselors, and to receive hope through Word and Sacrament.    
 

Mary Martha Circle — Meeting Tuesday evening on Oct. 27                                                                                 
 Mary Martha Circle met on August 25 and again on September 29. We had Bible study and  

Pastor Otto installed JoAnn Davis (Pres.) and Mindy LeFevre (Sec.)  We discussed possible mission 

projects and planned for LWML Sunday on October 4. Our next meeting will be on October 27 in the 

Kitchen Commons of the Family Life Center at 7 p.m.  We will have Bible study and a brief meeting.  

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                        

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of   

prayers of the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.  

 

mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535


    Mobile Apps — Lutheran Hour Ministries 

 Use LHM’s mobile apps to inspire your faith and keep you centered in your Christian walk. 

You can access The Lutheran Hour podcast (including archives of sermons from past Lutheran Hour 

Speakers), Daily Devotions, video Bible studies, and Project Connect booklets—all with the touch of 

your finger.  Studying God’s Word was never so easy, and they’re FREE to download and use on your 

computer, tablet or smart phone. To access through either Google Play or Apple App Store, go 

to www.lhm.org/apps. 

    The Mission Minute 

 Mission Challenge — Kindness… it seems it is revolutionary rather than commonplace these 

days.  We seem to have let hatred and division become ordinary, everyday… my challenge this month is 

to be intentional about being kind.  Try putting yourself in someone else’s shoes… walk a figurative-or 

literal mile with them.  Take time to listen to their opinions and feelings with a compassionate spirit—

and share yours—you’re bound to find some common ground despite differences.  One kind word or 

action can open up dialogue, healing and bring unity. Let’s be revolutionary!  What would Jesus do?  He 

would love first!  Blessings to all of you! 

 Do you have ideas for outreach activities?  Please let me know! 

 Annie Femrite, Member at Large-Missions, annfemrite@sbcglobal.net 



    Lutheran Women in Mission — Many ways of serving this month 
                                                                                                                                                           

 I Don’t Want to Have the Prayer: A Messy Pastor’s Kid Does Her Memory Work, the book   

authored by Karen Kuhlmann Averitt (on which she spoke at the February LWML meeting) has been 

published. Karen invites you to check out her website, www.yellowtabletpress.com, where she blogs 

about topics of interest to Christian women – Lutheran women in particular!   

 October is a special month for Lutheran Women in Mission!  On the first Sunday we celebrate 

and thank God for the contribution of women in the congregation who serve our Lord and Savior by 

serving others and supporting mission work. 

 Members who gathered for the quarterly meeting last month benefitted from Pastor Otto’s    

program on prayer and considered opportunities to serve during this time of Covid and natural disasters 

when the physical and spiritual needs of our brothers and sisters are great indeed. 

 “Fill the Purse” is a project that will help victims of the historic flooding in the southeastern 

U.S. resulting from hurricane Sally.  See the article in this newsletter for details.  Items are due Oct. 4. 

 The sewing group at St. Matthew can use help.  Both cutters and sewers are needed and you can 

work from home.  Contact Linda Patterson, Marilyn Heineman, or Jean Stubbs if you can assist. 

 A “No-bake Bake Sale” will be sponsored during October beginning October 3—4.      

 Consider how much money you might have spent to prepare baked goods and or to buy items at 

a conventional bake sale.  Then, instead of baking or buying, make a donation in that amount.  Place 

your contribution in the “cake” at the entrance to the Family Life Center.  10% of the proceeds go to 

Mites to support mission projects and the remainder will be divided equally among Central Lutheran 

School, Newhall, Iowa, which suffered extensive damage in the derecho wind storm this past August; 

Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries; and Adopt-A-Student, Concordia Seminary. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/3u2x8z/7x3zyx/nyux8fz
http://www.yellowtabletpress.com


     “Learning Garden” Greenhouse — A Partnership                                                 
 A partnership between St. Matthew Lutheran Church, the Rotary Clubs of Lee’s Summit and Pro 

Deo Youth Center has created a learning garden to serve northeast Lee’s Summit. This community garden  

is a laboratory for learning, production, and life skills. The garden will produce a year-round schedule of 

harvesting dependent upon the season. Community volunteers will assist to ensure oversight of the care, 

maintenance and beautification of the garden.  St. Matthew members who wish to volunteer may email 

Elaine Metcalf, the Pro Deo director, at admin@prodeoyouthcenter.org or call 816-226-6806. 

 Teens from the Pro Deo Youth Center will seed, tend, and harvest produce in an organic garden as 

part of a program emphasizing leadership and job skills. The program will teach youth how to care for the 

earth while learning to grow their own food, work in a professional environment, operate a small business 

and create positive change for the community, the environment, and themselves.  

 Curriculum highlights include: Body and Health Nutrition—social learning using positive mental 

health strategies, exercise, and study of food groups; Personal Awareness - diet assessment and making 

small steps to positive change; Science and Agriculture - plant biology, life cycles, agriculture; Interpersonal 

Skills - teamwork, problem solving, critical thinking. 

 A special thank you to Lee’s Summit Rotary Clubs for securing the District 6040 Kimbrough Grant 

and for all the construction expertise and love shared during this development. 

      Sewing Group                                                                                               
 The St. Matthew Sewing Group will not meet in person for the time being.  However, we are in need 

of new people to help with our many ongoing projects.  If you are willing to help from home, then we could 

use your help!!  You don't need to know how to sew — we also need cutters, stuffers, etc., and can provide 

kits for you to take with you.  Contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 (lfpatters@gmail.com) or Marilyn 

Heineman at 524-2369.      

   No Nut Sales This Year                                                                                                                 

 There is no practical way to do nut sales this year.  We have to have a 90 lb. minimum to get the 

fundraising price and that is difficult to achieve most years.   Members can still order nuts from Osage Pecan 

Nuts (Butler, MO) at 1-800-748-8305 or via email at sales@osagepecans.com.  

mailto:lfpatters@gmail.com
mailto:sales@osagepecans.com
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Our high school 

youth used water-

based tempera paint 

to make beautiful 

designs for an art 

contest during a 

Higher Things LCMS 

retreat we held in 

August.  Our youth 

won the contest for 

their efforts! 

Many members liked it, 

so our member Doug 

Clark took photos and 

made it into a decal 

that can be applied to 

the exterior, and you 

can see clearly out the 

doors from the inside.  

For $100 we have a 

beautiful display of the 

cross and symbols of 

Baptism & Communion! 

Raised beds for vegetables and flowers and the 

new community greenhouse on our grounds! 

We switched to comfortable chairs, 30 with 

arms, for worship.  Come worship together. 



Christian Education and Bible Classes 

Fall 2020 
 

Midweek Classes Wednesday, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade Sunday School Rm 1 Linda Sanders Cross Explorations Sept. 9 

Third and Fourth Grade Sunday School Rm 2 Tom Gottschamer  120 Bible Stories Curriculum Sept. 9 

Fifth and Sixth Grade* Youth Room 2 Pastor Otto Learning Catechism Sept. 9 

Seventh and Eighth Grade* Meeting Room Pastor Andrews Applying Catechism Sept. 9 

Bible Class for All Family Life Center Pastor Nicolaus The End Times Sept. 9 

 

Sunday Classes  Sunday, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.   
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

In-Person: Preschool – Grade 5 Preschool Gathering Hannah Andrews           Weekly Sunday  Sept. 13   

           Space Nathan & Hannah Bain           School Lessons   

Virtual: Preschool – Grade 5 Wherever You Can! Ken & Elizabeth McClain              All Grades Sept. 13 

  Sara Nicolaus 

Youth and Adults Family Life Center Pastor Andrews The Gospel According to Matthew Sept. 13 

Adults Meeting Room Pastor Otto Adult Information Class  Oct. 4 

 

Other Bible Studies Classes throughout the week 
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

Sunday Informal Bible Study Homes of Participants Rotates Still on hold 

Tuesday Bible Class John Knox Village Pastor Otto Still on hold  

  

Wednesday 10 a.m. Bible Class Meeting Room Pastor Otto New book of Bible in Sept. Aug. 26

  

Men’s Bible Study Commons Pastor Andrews “Man Up!” book study Sept. 12 

     (2nd Saturdays @ 8am)     

   

Note:  Many of the above classes will be available in some combination of in-person and from-home. 

 

Sunday Bible Class 

We are studying the entire Gospel of Matthew.  We’ll continue this until we complete all 28 chapters.  Bible class gives you an op-

portunity to read sections of the Bible and have them explained by the Pastor.  Questions are encouraged, as we want an interac-

tive learning environment.  Pastor Andrews is leading most weeks, and Pastor Otto teaches when he is on vacation. 

 

Adult Information Class – “The Christian Faith” 

Pastor Otto will start a new class in the Meeting Room of the Family Life Center on Sunday, Oct. 4th.  He will review the Ten Com-

mandments, The Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, The Lord’s Supper, and the Gift of Forgiveness.  You may recognize 

these as the Six Chief Parts of the Small Catechism—it’s a class designed to help regular visitors become more familiar with our Lu-

theran teachings.  We also review church history, other denominations, how to read the Bible, and why we worship like we do.  We 

welcome visitors, relatives, and anyone who would like to know the basics of the Christian faith.  Members are also invited to re-

view the basics of the Bible and Small Catechism. 


