
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of October 4th, 2020 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents of Young Children! 

 

How can I help my child pay attention in church?  Encourage and lead your child in worship by 

pointing out things as they happen during the worship service: “Do you see the acolyte lighting the 

candles?”  “Do you see the usher collecting the offering?”  These kinds of things give you the chance to 

explain to your children what is happening around them in God’s house. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Welcome a Guest: Did you know that St. Matthew’s hosts guests and visitors each weekend?  As a 
Pastor I often do not have the chance to talk to them all.  The thing that will make them feel at home is 
if others greet them, especially someone their age!  Three things you could do: sit by a guest, help 
them during the service (how to follow along, use the bulletin, etc.); say hi to a guest and hear their 
story; introduce yourself to a guest. With your help we can make even our guests feel at home!  

 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Ezra 1-7!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Isaiah 25:8 (Challenge! Add v. 9) – “He will swallow up death forever; and the 
Lord Yahweh will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of His people He will take away 
from all the earth, for Yahweh has spoken.”  

 

-Hymn: A Multitude Comes from the East and the West   LSB 510, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 108 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the To Parents, To Children, on pg. 35-36. Digging 
Deeper with the Explanation – Reading God’s Word, pg. 354-357. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 

FOR STARTERS: Lean playing cards or index cards against each other to build card houses. As each 
person builds discuss the following: “Sometimes people make walls in their lives to keep God away. 
These are not walls made of cards (or bricks). These walls are built when we refuse to obey God or 
ignore him. Who can think of examples of ways people build walls to keep God away?”  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Joshua 5:13-6:27 Victory at Jericho  
 
KEY VERSES: 1 Corinthians 15:57, “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Who met Joshua to give him the battle orders? (Joshua 5:13-14. A man with a 
sword, the commander of the Lord’s army.) The army was to march one full circle around the city for 
how many days? (Joshua 6:3. Six days.) On the seventh day they were to march how many times? 
(Joshua 6:4. Seven times.) What did the priests carry around the city? (Joshua 6:4. The Ark of the 
Covenant and trumpets.) What were the people to do on the seventh day when they heard all the 
trumpets? (Joshua 6:5. Shout.) Whose family was saved from destruction and how? (Joshua 6:22-23. 
Rahab and her family. Joshua 2:18. The scarlet cord she tied at her window was the sign of the 
promise to spare her house.) What do you think it meant to have the Ark of the Covenant march 
around the city? ((The presence of God was with the people and represented God’s agreement to 
rescue.) Rahab and her family were saved because of a scarlet rope that hung from her window and 
marked her house. What other rescues did God perform using the color red? (The blood on the 
doorposts during the Passover from Egypt, the blood of Jesus who rescues us.) God wants to knock 
down walls in our lives that might keep us from getting closer to Him.  
 
PRAYER: Close with a prayer that confesses sin and the walls we put up. Thank God for breaking 
down those walls by giving us Jesus. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 

God’s forgiveness breaks down walls between people and God. Sometimes walls can be built between people 

when they refuse to forgive each other. Give each family member a blank index card. Write or draw a picture of 

something another person has done that has caused hurt and unforgiveness. Each person can then tear up that 

card and throw it away as they also throw away any desire to get even or harbor bitterness. In so doing, they are 

choosing to forgive and to knock down the bricks that build the wall of unforgiveness. 


