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Thinking of Others 

 These times are unsettling, unusual, and things we have taken for granted are not always 

available.  We’ve held church gatherings in the Family Life Center these past 15 weeks, but we 

have not returned to the Sanctuary.   

 It is more difficult to practice social distancing in the Sanctuary due to the narrow aisles 

and close arrangement of pews.  We could seat fewer people in the Sanctuary safely, but in the 

Family Life Center we can easily hold more than 100 and continue to offer our three regular 

service times.  We do this because we are thinking of others… thinking of those who want to 

attend church and are concerned for health and safety of everyone. 

   Many who normally came to church every week have not yet returned because of health 

concerns.  We think of how hard that must be for each one.  More than anything else, many of 

our members wish they could be back in church, praying, singing, and being together.  We miss 

each other, we miss the peace of sitting in the Sanctuary, and we miss the many gatherings we 

were accustomed to.  In our prayers we are thinking of others, interceding for them. 

 When we returned to worship in person we thought it best to offer Holy Communion at 

each service, since we could not meet in person for seven weeks from March 29—May 10.  But 

as each week passed, it became clear that not everyone could return at once.  Every week we 

have some new families and individuals returning for the first time.  So we have continued to 

offer Holy Communion at all services, that it may be available for all.  We do this because we 

are thinking of others, and grateful that we are permitted to gather and commune. 

 We had one food drive, and we’ll have another this month.  We’ve all experienced a 

few occasions when an item we looked for in a grocery or other store is out of stock.  This is 

not our normal experience, but we’ve come to expect it sometimes during the pandemic.  So 

we’ll buy up groceries and paper goods and bring them Sept. 19 so we can help families who 

don’t have much.  We are thinking of others. 

 We pray because we’re grateful for all God provides, and we pray because we need our 

Lord Jesus to forgive, teach, and lead us. 

 We find ways to keep in touch with each other during the pandemic, and even though 

it’s different we discover new ways to stay in touch.  We’ve learned that others need us in their 

lives, and they are blessed when we remember them. 

 Serve, give, pray, reach out.  Be thankful we can gather, perform baptisms, receive Holy 

Communion, and sing.  The Lord is good.  He is bountiful.  As He blesses you, bless others. 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Pastor Otto 



    Fall Food Drive   
 The last food drive at St. Matthew was a HUGE success, so we are going to do it again! All 

food and monetary donations will be going to Lee’s Summit Social Services. The FALL FOOD DRIVE 

will be held at church on Saturday, September 19th from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. To abide by current safety 

precautions, this will be a drive-up and drop-off event. We will let you know about specific items that 

are needed as we get closer to the date. Thank you for your amazing support!                                             

  Cari Ebert, Fellowship Member-At-Large 

      LWML Mites Mission Grant                                                                                             

 LWML Mission Grant #13 of $30,000 is Digital Media Development. Lutherans For Life digital 

media will use social networks such as YouTube, Facebook, iTunes, and Instagram to serve as a visual 

witness and allow Lutherans to engage people in virtual conversations regarding life issues. Check out 

this mission grant at: www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-13.          

      LWML Women in Mission                                                                                                                

 Congratulations to Elaine Froeschle who was elected LWML Missouri District treasurer, and to 

Donna Lacey who was elected president of the LWML Kansas City South Zone.  Donna just completed 

a term as treasurer to the LWML Missouri District.  Thank you to these St. Matthew members for their 

faithful service.  LWML will be serving a lunch for pastors on September 17, 2020.  Plans are underway 

to have a joint meeting of Lydia and Mary-Martha Circles in September.  Watch your email and church 

bulletins for details. 

Altar Guild                                                                                              
 The Altar Guild members will meet on September 12 at 10 a.m. in the Narthex to allow for so-

cial distancing.  We will discuss plans for Thanksgiving, Lent and Christmas and discuss our Poinsettia 

order details.  For those who are unable to attend in person, we will set up a conference call number or 

WebEx connection so they can join remotely.  Hope to see or hear from you all on September 12 as we 

plan ahead for a joyous holiday season!!                                                                                               

  Classics                                     
 In the interests of member safety, we have postponed Classics for the remainder of 
2020.  We look forward to resuming Classics gatherings when we can do so safely.  We hope 
that will be in early 2021. 
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries Virtual Fall Event                                              
 How can we share God’s love through spiritual conversations with our family, friends, and 

neighbors? Join us to learn more at the LLL 2020 Virtual Fall Event on Saturday, September 26 from 

your own home computer or laptop device. This new online format includes presentations about Luther-

an Hour Ministries, and training with information on how to share the Gospel with the unreached. Fea-

tured LHM speakers are: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of the Lutheran Hour, Kurt Buchholz, Pres-

ident and CEO of Lutheran Hour Ministries, Rev. Dr. Tony Cook, Vice President of Global Ministries 

for LHM, Rev. Dr. Jason Broge, Director, Design and Development for LHM, Hosted by Jennifer 

Prophete, Manager, Community Development for LHM.  

 Live-streaming for this event begins at 9:00 a.m. (Central Time) and will conclude by noon. 

There is no cost to participate in this activity, but registration is required to receive the code for online 

access. Please visit lhm.org/LLL2020 for more information about this event and to register. Online reg-

istration is open through September 21, 2020.  For questions, more information about this event, or in-

formation about Lutheran Hour Ministries, please Brian Mitchell at 525-6016 or by email 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-13
http://lhm.org/LLL2020


      Sewing Group                                                                                               
 The St. Matthew Sewing Group will not plan to meet in person for the time being.  However, 

we are in need of new people to help with our many ongoing projects.  If you are willing to help from 

home, then we could use your help!!  You don't need to know how to sew — we also need cutters, stuff-

ers, etc., and can provide kits for you to take with you.  Contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 

(lfpatters@gmail.com) or Marilyn Heineman at 524-2369.      

        The Mission Minute                                                                                            
 This month I invite you to think about rest. Not just as a pause from work or falling asleep, but 

rather the rest that we have in Christ and will continue to have for eternity.  Rest that provides security 

through his Word and promise to be with us always.  His Word that refreshes us and His promise of  

salvation that gives us strength for each next step, no matter the circumstances in this world.  

Psalm 4:8 says,  “In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.” 

Isaiah 26:3   “I will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast because they trust in you.” 

 No matter what happens in this broken earth, we have peace in the midst of satan's chaos be-

cause we know that Jesus has already overcome.  By living our daily lives in His peace, we are active 

witnesses to those around us who are anxious, worried and fearful of the future.                                          

 As a result of this “restful living” we can effectively show others around us where and in whom 

they also can find true peace. 

             Annie Femrite, Member at Large-Missions, annfemrite@sbcglobal.net 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                        

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of   

prayers of the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.  

     Come and Worship and Study the Bible                                                  
 We gather in the Family Life Center at our regular worship times:  on Saturday at 5:00, and 

Sunday at 8:00 and 10:45.  Please sign up to attend church.  Since we are unable to use Guest and 

Member cards to record attendance, we use the website sign-up as our official record… and then 

we write in the others who come when we see you in worship. 

 To sign up please go to our website and see the instructions on our home page.  You may also call 

Tamy in the Church Office at 524-7068. 

 Watch worship from home:  We still record weekly worship and post it online. 

 We are meeting in person for Sunday morning Bible study in the Family Life Center at 9:30 a.m.  

 We are meeting in person for Wednesday morning Bible study in the Family Life Center at  10 a.m. 

 Watch Bible class from home:  We still share live Sunday morning Bible study—and Wednesday 

morning Bible study— using Webex.  You'll find the link to participate in the weekly email we send 

to homes.  You can also listen later: recorded audio is posted on the Bible study page. 

 If you need help signing up to come to worship, please call and we will do it for you.  The Church 

Office phone is 816-524-7068.  If we don’t answer, leave a message and we will sign you in.   

 You may still come to church even if you haven’t signed up.  Sometimes you don’t know until 

the day if you are able to come, so please come anyway.  

 

 

mailto:lfpatters@gmail.com
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+   +   + 

Jesus said, “Do you also 

want to leave?”   

They said to him, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go?          

You have the words of     

eternal life, and we have  

believed, and have come to 

know, that you are the    

Holy One of God.” 

+   +   + 

 

Midweek and Sunday School Resume  
 We may now resume in-person classes for Christian education.  We will hold an in-person    

Parent Information meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 2 in the Family Life Center at 7:00 to prepare for the 

school year, talk through safety concerns, and share the class contingency plans in case of another shut-

down.  Masks are required.  Regular Midweek classes resume Wed., Sept. 9 for all ages, and Sunday 

School classes resume in-person on Sept. 13. 

Adult Information Class  
 Pastor Otto will be starting a new 12-session class to teach the basics of the Lutheran doctrine.   

This is helpful for visitors and family members who want to learn more about why we worship as we do, 

how we read the Bible, and what distinguishes a Lutheran church from others.  Class will held Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 beginning October 4.  For more info, contact Pastor Otto. 

“Open House” for the New Greenhouse                                                                                     
 Sunday, September 20 at 12:00, after late service, there will be an open house with information 

and tours of the newly constructed Pro Deo Greenhouse (on our property behind the Family Life Cen-

ter).  Visit with the youth, learn about it's purpose and ways to get involved. 



Christian Education and Bible Classes 

Fall 2020 
 

Midweek Classes Wednesday, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade Sunday School Rm 1 Linda Sanders Cross Explorations Sept. 9 

Third and Fourth Grade Sunday School Rm 2 Tom Gottschamer  120 Bible Stories Curriculum Sept. 9 

Fifth and Sixth Grade* Youth Room 2 Pastor Otto Learning Catechism Sept. 9 

Seventh and Eighth Grade* Meeting Room Pastor Andrews Applying Catechism Sept. 9 

Bible Class for All Family Life Center Pastor Nicolaus The End Times Sept. 9 

 

Sunday Classes  Sunday, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.   
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

In-Person: Preschool – Grade 5 Preschool Gathering Hannah Andrews           Weekly Sunday  Sept. 13   

           Space Nathan & Hannah Bain           School Lessons   

Virtual: Preschool – Grade 5 Wherever You Can! Ken & Elizabeth McClain              All Grades Sept. 13 

  Sara Nicolaus 

Youth and Adults Family Life Center Pastor Andrews The Gospel According to Matthew Sept. 13 

Adults Meeting Room Pastor Otto Adult Information Class  Oct. 4 

 

Other Bible Studies Classes throughout the week 
Class Location Teacher Topic___________ Starting 

Sunday Informal Bible Study Homes of Participants Rotates Still on hold 

Tuesday Bible Class John Knox Village Pastor Otto Still on hold  

  

Wednesday 10 a.m. Bible Class Meeting Room Pastor Otto New book of Bible in Sept. Aug. 26

  

Men’s Bible Study Commons Pastor Andrews “Man Up!” book study Sept. 12 

     (2nd Saturdays @ 8am)     

   

Note:  Many of the above classes will be available in some combination of in-person and from-home. 

 

Sunday Bible Class 

We are studying the entire Gospel of Matthew, and we are currently in chapter 13.  We’ll continue this until we complete all 28 

chapters.  Bible class gives you an opportunity to read sections of the Bible and have them explained by the Pastor.  Questions are 

encouraged, as we want an interactive learning environment.  Pastor Andrews is leading most weeks, and Pastor Otto teaches 

when he is on vacation. 

 

Adult Information Class – “The Christian Faith” 

Pastor Otto will start a new class in the Meeting Room of the Family Life Center on Sunday, Oct. 4th.  He will review the Ten Com-

mandments, The Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, The Lord’s Supper, and the Gift of Forgiveness.  You may recognize 

these as the Six Chief Parts of the Small Catechism—it’s a class designed to help regular visitors become more familiar with our Lu-

theran teachings.  We also review church history, other denominations, how to read the Bible, and why we worship like we do.  We 

welcome visitors, relatives, and anyone who would like to know the basics of the Christian faith.  Members are also invited to re-

view the basics of the Bible and Small Catechism. 


