
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of August 23rd, 2020 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Young Children! 

 

My child constantly craves attention.  What can I do so I can still worship, too?  This is a difficult 

one.  But you have to draw a line and make a choice to partially ignore your child.  Do not give your 

child all of your attention!  Your child needs to know that you are at church to worship God, to receive 

His gifts.  You are not at church to entertain your child, or for them to entertain you.  It is not easy, but 

it is vital for both your faith and your child’s. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

VBS Invite: Use VBS as your opportunity to reconnect a grandchild to the church or to get your 
neighbor connected to the church for the first time!  Go the extra mile on this one.  Bring the 
registration form to someone and invite them.  Then extend this invitation, “I will bring your child to 
VBS and bring them back when it is done.”  Make it as little of an inconvenience on the parents as you 
can, which makes it even harder to say no!  Talk with the child in the car about what they learned, give 
them questions to ask their parents, and pray each day for the connection the Lord is making through 
VBS.  

 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Isaiah 33-39!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Matthew 16:24 (Challenge! V. 24-26) – Then Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

 

-Hymn: Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus   LSB 531, also in Lutheran Service Builder 
  

-Psalm: 26 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Review together the section on Confession, on pg. 25-27. Digging Deeper with 
the Explanation – The Nature of the Sacrament of the Altar, pg. 322-330. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Gather in the TV room. Say, “Let’s imagine that some people from the time of Moses came 
to visit our home. When they saw the TV, they would be so shocked they might even think it was some kind of 
god that could talk to them. Based on TV shows you know, what would they say about this TV god?” Of course 
it would be silly to consider TV a god, but it was silly to consider a golden calf a god, as well. What would God 
say about worshipping such a silly god? 
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read Exodus 32 from an easy to read translation or Story Bible. 
 
KEY VERSES: Exodus 20:2-4 “2 “I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, 
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I Yahweh your God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments.” 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Why did Moses go up to the mountain? (Exodus 24:12. God wanted to give him stone 
tablets with the teachings and the commandments for the people’s instruction.) How long was he there? 
(Exodus 24:18. He stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights.) What did the people say to each other 
and Aaron when Moses didn’t return? (Exodus 32:1. “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”) What 
kind of idol did they make? (Exodus 32:4. They made a golden calf.) What did they think the idol would do for 
them? (Exodus 32:4. Since this was the kind of god the Egyptians worshiped and they hadn’t heard from 
Moses, God’s spokesman, they turned to what they did remember for a leader.) Why do you think the people 
decided to make an idol even though God had told them to only worship Him? (They forgot about God. They 
forgot what God said. They couldn’t see Moses and became confused.) What do you think about the choices 
the Israelites were making? How are we like the Israelites? Do we ever make golden calves? (Literally, no. 
But…read on) What kinds of things do we do that are like making golden calves?  (Anytime we make 
something in our lives so important that we put it in front of God, loving in it more than God, or trusting it more 
than God, it becomes an idol to us.)  How can TV be like a god? (It can be like a god if it gets between you and 
God.) What other things can become gods? 
 
PRAYER: Thank God for ways He has been faithful to your family and has helped you in the past.  Ask for His 
help to only worship God and never forget all He has done. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 

The Israelites were so quick to forget that God had delivered them. Moses was gone only 40 days up the 

mountain when they panicked and made their own gods to get them through the wilderness. The problem was 

that they forgot! Tie strings around family members fingers and see who can keep theirs on for two days. Every 

time you notice your string, remember that you are supposed to depend on God and not panic! 


