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Pastor’s Message                 Rev. Craig Otto 

What are you watching these days?  We all consume media.  We create our own filters to 

help us decide how much we let in and what kind of media we like.   

Most of us enjoy media—music we listen to, books we read, or shows we watch.  Let me 

help you think about what you watch: television, streaming shows, and movies.  Are you picky or 

not-so-picky?  Do you have criteria that helps you decide what to watch for a few hours? 

You might like comedy because you don’t have to think too much… or some days a drama 

will be too heavy… or you get drawn into a documentary while scanning channels.  So the content 

itself might be why you spend time watching. 

Do you consider MPAA ratings of G, PG, PG-13, R, M?  This system used to be a useful 

tool to help viewers know something about the content of a show or film.  But now that so much 

media is consumed privately, the one selecting a show may not even consider its rating.   

It’s good to ask, “Why do I watch what I watch?” and “Do I have a criteria for how I 

choose a show?”  As followers of Christ, we have a conscience.  We know not all of what we see is 

good, and have to be cautious not to be taken in by influences that would erode our faith in Him. 

Have you thought much about the religiosity of the filmmaker or producer?  Recently I 

spent some time hearing film critics in person.  They said you can be sure a filmmaker has thought 

incredibly hard about his message, choosing which story to tell and which actors to cast.  He chose 

the setting and voice best for this film, directing actors to bring out emotional connection and just 

the right vocal inflection.  He edited the final copy so the story moves along with the least amount 

of distraction; in other words, he attempted to stay on point.   

Consider how hard it is to get into movies or television, to get funding for a project, and 

collaborate with others in a quickly-changing industry.  Filmmakers know their entire career may 

be judged on the basis of one show, one film, one opportunity to say what they want.  His point of 

view is going to show, and we need to be aware we are being persuaded. 

Martin Luther said, “A god is what we fear, love, and trust.”  Filmmakers and producers 

are giving you their thesis, their understanding of the world.  They are using drama, action and 

comedy to tell what they fear, love, and trust.  Their show is a celluloid sermon. 

If we underestimate that, then we fail to watch with proper caution that this could influence 

us, and even erode our trust in Scripture and in Jesus Christ.  Our Lord called us to serve others, 

hold to His truth, and rejoice in our salvation.  It’s pretty easy to get pulled into media that prevents 

us from bearing these good fruits.  When these worldviews become our steady diet, it can leave us 

feeling defeated, guilty, and spiritually depleted. 

Our Lord’s forgiveness is for you.  In Jesus, you have a Savior who bears your sins and 

weaknesses, and calls you to stand on your feet again.  After repentance, we turn toward things that 

brings honor to the Father, things that bear good fruits of faith in our lives. 

We have much freedom to enjoy media as part of God’s good creation.  Art and talent can 

be good gifts!  Pray to receive what is helpful, and set aside what is less helpful. 

Peace and forgiveness and grace are yours through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Otto 

 

 

 



  St. Matthew Extends Call to Charity Smith 
 
 Our Voters’ Assembly met on Sunday, July 19th, and we agreed to call Charity Smith to serve 

our congregation as Director of Family Life.  This was a staffing recommendation from the Board of 

Elders and the Board of Directors. 

 Charity will come for a visit with members of our congregation on August 15th.  Before 

accepting the call, she would like to hear from members of our church what things are like and why she 

might be a good fit with us  If you would like to be here to meet her, and take part in discussions about 

what we can do together at St. Matthew, we hope you can find time to come that day.  Please contact 

Pastor Andrews to learn what times she will be here, and that you are coming. 

 Charity received her first Divine Call to serve the people at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

in Manhattan, Kansas, where she has served for nearly eight years.  While in Manhattan, she obtained a 

Master’s Degree in Family Life Studies from Kansas State University. 

 She and her husband, Jesse, celebrated four years of marriage in April.  Jesse works on Abrams 

tanks as a quality control inspector for Advanced Turbine Engine Army Maintenance (ATEAM) at Ft. 

Riley.  He has served in the National Guard for 20 years.  The Smiths currently live in Chapman, KS 

with their daughter Magdalene who is one year old.   

 

St. Matthew Supports Mission Activities in Missouri! 
 

 Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Missouri District of the LCMS continues to support 

many mission programs throughout our District. During the past year $800,000 has been distributed by 

the District to fund many programs including Multiethnic Ministries and Urban Ministry Centers. God is 

using His people in these ministries to bless the lives of others during the coronavirus era. Here are just a 

few examples as provided by Leah Sieveking from the Missouri District Office: 
 

 Multiethnic Ministries across the state include among many others the Liberian Ministry at Our 

Redeemer in Kansas City and Light of Christ Chinese Mission in Olivette. Online worship for Liberians 

(as a result of the pandemic) enabled them to increase worship from once a week to three times, and has 

allowed them to share worship services with Liberians in Philadelphia, South Dakota, and Minnesota. 

Members of the Light of Christ Chinese Mission knew early on in January of COVID-19 and the im-

portance of faces masks from their relatives in China. They made it a goal to raise funds and distribute 

more than 10,000 face marks to more than 40 facilities (including nursing homes) in the St. Louis area. 

  Urban Ministry Centers in St. Louis and Kansas City also continue to serve others during the 

pandemic. One example of these urban centers is the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) which 

has served more than 160 families in recent months through the food pantry at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Kansas City. Note: we at St. Matthew have supported this food pantry with our Souper/

Soaper Bowl collections in January in recent years.  And as another illustration of ministry activity 

during the pandemic, Pastor Gerard Bolling at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Louis designed online 

Bible studies for 200 children, and volunteers distributed food to 80 families in their community. 

 If you would like to learn more about the Missouri District of the LCMS please check out their 

website at mo.lcms.org.  If you would like to subscribe to the District Newsletter (The Voice), you can 

do so by selecting the “About Us” dropdown menu at the top of the page on the District website and 

choose “Communication Resources” to sign up for email delivery of the District newsletter. You can 

also follow District activities on Facebook by searching for MissouriDistrictLCMS on the Facebook app.  

 Our congregation generously supports these mission activities with our annual tithe to the 

Lord (over $40,000 per year) which we give to the Missouri District so the Gospel of Jesus may 

bless many in our state. 

  

http://mo.lcms.org/


    2020 Confirmation Students                                                                                       

 We have six students who are being confirmed in the Christian faith on Sunday, Aug. 9th.  They 

have prepared with both pastors by studying the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism.  Confirmation is 

an affirmation of our baptismal faith—we confess Christ is our Savior, and acknowledge that through 

baptism God has made us His child.  This year’s confirmands are:  Madelyn Gemeinhardt, Grace 

McCommon, Tyler Bleckinger, Hayden Cox, Braeden Curless, and Daniel White II. 

     Scholarships for Lutheran Education         

 This year we awarded 19 scholarships to St. Matthew members for tuition assistance to attend 

Lutheran schools.  This is where they are currently enrolled:  four students at Calvary Lutheran School 

in Kansas City, eight students at Timothy Lutheran School in Blue Springs, five students at Lutheran 

High School in Kansas City, one student at St. Paul Lutheran High School in Concordia, and one student 

at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 

    LWML Women in Mission                                                                                      

 Rachel House Update — Thank you to all who participated in the Rachel House Baby Bottle 

and Diaper Drive.  $1448.15 and 18 packages of diapers were collected to help Rachel House meet the 

physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of those dealing with unplanned pregnancies.  Rachel House 

requests that St. Matthew members return all baby bottles, empty or filled, to the church office.   

Stamps for Missions—Don’t throw away those cancelled stamps!  Members of St. Matthew, please save 

cancelled stamps and give them to an LWML member.  Save stamps valued between 1 and 55 cents, but 

please do NOT save flag stamps or Christmas stamps.  Tear off the corner of the envelope with the 

stamp, leaving a minimum ¼” margin around the stamp; a volunteer will trim them later.  To date, the 

sale of these stamps has earned the LWML Missouri District $16,500.00 for mission projects. 

      LWML Mites Mission Grant                                                                                                                     

 Grant #12 “Witness and Mercy Asia”—$100,000: Asia is a harvest field ripe for the Gospel. 

Lutheran Women in Mission realize that our grants to missionaries bring God’s Word to a dying world. 

Asia is predominantly secular, with Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu, and other false religions. Mission Central 

provides needed supplies to support the work of 10 women missionaries, some of whom have husbands 

and families working with them, while others work with a team or alone.  

Altar Guild                                                                                                   
 The Altar Guild continues to stay in contact via texts and email but no meetings yet!  Everyone 

is helping each weekend to make sure church services are taken care of during this time in our church 

family.  So proud of our ladies to jump in whenever needed to make sure we keep things as normal as 

possible!  Miss you all who can’t be with us during this time!!   

  Classics                           
 As previously announced, we determined that the most prudent course of action is to cancel 

Classics for Summer months until we can resume, possibly as early as September. 

      Helpers Needed for Small Projects at Church                                                                                                  

 There are a number of small maintenance projects that can be worked on around the exterior of 

the church, while keeping a safe distance from others.  I’m looking for folks that might be interested in 

taking on one or two of these tasks. If you are interested, please contact Craig Elwell at: 816-616-3753 

or by email at: acelwell54@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:acelwell54@gmail.com


      Sewing Group                                                                                               
 The St. Matthew Sewing Group will plan to meet in September.  However, we are in need of 

new people to help with our many projects this year once we resume.  You don't need to know how to 

sew — we also need cutters, stuffers, etc.  If you would rather work from your home, we can provide 

kits for you to take with you.  The group meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month.  Contact 

Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 (lfpatters@gmail.com) or Marilyn Heineman at 524-2369.      

   

      The Mission Minute                                                                                            
 Current Events —We are collecting donations for the Preschool for purchasing school supplies. 

This is in an effort to provide supplies for each student. Please drop off contributions at Church. 

 Mission Challenge — Our mission challenge is service.  Specifically service with, to, and 

through St. Matthew.  There are several necessary service roles. These include ushers, Sunday school 

teachers, altar guild, greeters, and VBS, as well as open positions on our Board of Directors.  The board 

positions are to be voted on for next year. Please prayerfully consider how you might be of service to 

God in any one of these avenues and let myself or one of the Pastors know.  

 Upcoming community service — We will be doing a food drive on Saturday, September 19 

at the church. If you have suggestions for organizations that might be the designated beneficiary, and if 

you would be willing to organize or help out at the church for that, please let me know.  A list of items 

will be forth coming-stay tuned. 

 Annie Femrite, Member at Large-Missions         annfemrite@sbcglobal.net 

 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                        

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of   

prayers of the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.  

  

    Come and Worship — Regular service times 

 We are gathering in the Family Life Center at our regular worship times:  on Saturday at 5:00, 

and Sunday at 8:00 and 10:45.  Please sign up to attend church.  Since we are unable to use Guest and 

Member cards to record attendance, we use the website sign-up as our official record… and then 

we write in the others who come when we see you in worship. 

 To sign up please go to our website and see the instructions on our home page.  You may also call 

Tamy in the Church Office at 524-7068. 

 Watch worship from home:  We still record weekly worship and post it online. 

 We are meeting in person for Sunday morning Bible study in the Family Life Center at 9:30 a.m.   

 Watch Bible class from home:  We still share live Sunday morning Bible study—and Wednesday 

morning Bible study— using Webex.  You'll find the link to participate in the weekly email we send 

to homes.  You can also listen later: recorded audio is posted on the Bible study page. 

 If you need help signing up to come to worship, please call and we will do it for you.  The Church 

Office phone is 816-524-7068.  If we don’t answer, leave a message and we will sign you in.   

 You may still come to church even if you haven’t signed up.  Sometimes you don’t know until 

the day if you are able to come, so please come anyway.  

mailto:lfpatters@gmail.com
mailto:cammac2@swbell.net
tel:816-763-4535
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 My love be with you all 

in Christ Jesus.  

1 Corinthians 16:24 
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Midweek and Sunday School to resume in the Fall  
 Our current plan is to resume in-person classes for Christian education.  The start dates have not 

yet been set, but will be announced this month in church and the Sunday bulletins.  We have ample 

space to hold small classes in person with social distancing.  At this time, masks will be required.  Pastor 

Andrews and Pastor Otto will consider setting up the computer so the class can also be streamed live for 

families that cannot come; however, we think we can safely meet in person when there are fewer than 12 

students in each class. 

Adult Information Class  
 Pastor Otto will be starting a new 12-session class to teach the basics of the Lutheran doctrine.   

This is helpful for visitors and family members who want to learn more about why we worship as we do, 

how we read the Bible, and what distinguishes a Lutheran church from others.  Class will held Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 beginning in September.  For more info, contact Pastor Otto 

Property Board Position  
 We are looking for someone to be the Properties member-at-large on the Board of Directors. In 

this elected position, you oversee the maintenance of the building and grounds, review the purchasing of 

supplies, and make sure our facilities are presentable for the various ministry tasks that take place.  A 

number of volunteers currently assist the Properties person to carry out tasks, from setting up chairs and 

tables, to assisting with HVAC, plumbing and carpentry issues.  Because so many varied activities occur 

during the year, we have a schedule/checklist to make the Properties tasks more streamlined. If you are 

interested, please contact Craig Elwell @ 816-616-3753.  

 

tel:816-616-3753

