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February 23, 2020  +  The Transfiguration of our Lord 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church  +  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to all visitors, guests and members 
Worship 
Welcome as we gather in Christian worship.  Our congregation follows a printed order of service given out 
by ushers as you enter the sanctuary.  Hymns are sung from Lutheran Service Book.  Children worship with 
families and are invited forward for a children’s message.  Please fill out the guest/member card located in the 
pew and pass it to the center aisle; they are collected after the offering. 
Sunday School and Bible Class 
Sunday school is held at 9:30 in the education wing down the hallway.               We have one Bible class for 
adults and youth (grades 6-12) in the Family Life Center.  Join us for donuts, coffee, and juice. 


   PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH __________________________ 
 
Prayers of the congregation 
. . .  pray for those mourning the death of Dennis Stewart. 
. . .  thank the Lord for the love of our family and friends. 
. . .  for our call process as we seek to identify a person to serve our congregation as  
       a Director of Family Life. 
Prayers for members  
. . .  for Don Sanders, Dottie Hinterleitner, Chris Cromley, Marie Thompson,   
       Nancy Viets, Roger Adkisson, Ron Brohammer, Donna Underwood, Vi  
       Vogel, DonWesselschmidt, John Blackburn, Debbie Fuchs, JoAnn Davis,  
       Walter Small, Kathy Alyea 
Prayers for family and friends 
. . .  for Jean Replogle, Don Rohner, Nila Gunter, Matthew Milbrodt, Stephanie    
       Cates, Laudine Parks, Jason Nelson, Stella Henry, Jess & Elijah Ransburg,  
       Miles Miller 


This Week at St. Matthew        
 
Sunday, February 23 
            Worship .............................................................................. 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
            SS/Adult Class .................................................................................. 9:30 a.m.   
            Milestone 2nd Grade .......................................................................... 9:30 a.m.    
            LWML Program with Guest Speaker ............................................... 2:00 p.m. 
            Informal Bible Study ........................................................................ 7:00 p.m.            
Monday, February 24           
Tuesday, February 25 
            John Knox ......................................................................................... 1:00 p.m.     
            Mary Martha LWML ........................................................................ 7:00 p.m.          
 
Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday Worship w/Imposition of Ashes 



            Bible Study ....................................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
            Lenten Service ........................................................................... 4:00 p.m. 
            Midweek, Confirmation, Bible Study, Adult Choir ....................... 6:30 p.m. 
            Lenten Service ........................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, February 27 
Friday, February 28         
Saturday, February 29 
            Worship ............................................................................................ 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 1 
            Worship/Communion ....................................................... 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
            SS/Adult Class .................................................................................. 9:30 a.m.            
              
St. Matthew Contact Information 
Church 816-524-7068        Preschool 816-524-4354 
Website  www.GraceFaithLove.org.  Audio for sermons & Bible class on home page. 
Pastor Otto  (816-916-4935 cell)  otto@gracefaithlove.org 
Pastor Andrews  (816-678-9152 cell)  andrews@gracefaithlove.org 
Tamy Dotson, Administrative Assistant    secretary@gracefaithlove.org  
Mary Lammers, Preschool Director     stmatthewps@gracefaithlove.org 



   DIVINE  SERVICES  _________________________________ 
 
Preacher: Rev. Steve Andrews  Liturgist: Rev. Craig Otto   Organist: Ruth Kunkel 
Greeters:   8:00, Judy & Ron Brohammer   10:45,  
Acolyte:    8:00, Noah White                     10:45, Ty Bleckinger 
Elders:      5:00, Jim Haney, Todd Gemeinhardt 
                 8:00, Eric Quee, Ron Brohammer  

   10:45, Lance LeFevre, Dan Whitlock 
Ushers:     8:00, Mike Pignotti, Rick Shafer 
                10:45, Aaron Torres, Steve Tanner 
Altar Guild: Nancy Carson, Melanie Johnson 
 
Holy Communion 
This weekend at some services we offer the Lord’s Supper in which we receive Christ’s Body and Blood, 
under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins.  By partaking of the Sacrament we also give 
confession to our unity in the Christian faith.  We invite members of LCMS congregations to commune.   
If visiting from another Missouri Synod congregation, please introduce yourself to our pastor.   
 




   LEARNING GOD’S WORD ___________________________ 
 
Sunday Bible Class – Today: Pastor Andrews – Gospel of Matthew 
     Sundays 9:30 a.m. Family Life Center.   
Milestone for 2nd Grade – Pastor Otto 
     Sundays 9:30 a.m. – Meeting Room 
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Sunday School Classes 
     Sundays 9:30 a.m. in the education wing for: Preschool,  K-2, & Grades 3-5.  
Midweek Classes  
     Wednesday nights during the school year at 7:00 p.m.  (6:30 in Advent & Lent)    
     Class for Grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, Adults.  Child care provided.  
John Knox Village Bible Study 
     Tuesdays 1:00 p.m. Gallery Room near Places restaurant.  Pastor Otto. 
Morning Bible Study 
     Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. Family Life Center meeting room.  Pastor Andrews. 


   WEEKLY NEWS ___________________________________ 

Flowers 
Flowers that grace the altar this morning are given to the Glory of God by: Ray & Barb Parde in honor of 
their 57th anniversary. 
 
Walk of Faith – Today before Bible Readings 
This weekend we have our annual “Walk of Faith,” a brief time in worship in which we bring forward faith 
commitments for giving to the Lord and place them in a box.  Most of you are familiar with the practice: 
members have received a letter at home asking you to consider how to support the spread of the Gospel 
through our ministries at St. Matthew.  You write down your ideal goal for giving—yet what you write will 
only be seen by you and the Lord.  No one sees nor uses these slips of paper, but they serve the purpose of helping us 
think about why we give with thankful hearts.  Non-members and visitors are welcome to take part in this 
devotional practice.  Additional letters are available at the back of church near the stained glass window  for 
those who need one. 
 
Lutheran Women in Mission Program:   Today, February 23, 2:00 PM 
All women of St. Matthew are cordially invited to a special program featuring Karen Averitt, former St. 
Matthew member and author in St. Matthew Family Life Center. 
Karen Kuhlmann Averitt is a writer, wife, mother, and LCMS pastor’s daughter. She is also, perhaps more 
significantly, the daughter of a pastor’s wife. Karen’s book, I Don’t Want to Have the Prayer: A Messy Pastor’s 
Kid Does Her Memory Work, recalls with humor and warmth her parsonage upbringing, her loving, quirky 
family, and the highs and lows of being a “PK.” She hopes that readers of her book find hope and rest in 
Jesus – Who has taken our messy lives and made us clean.  
Karen lives in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, with her husband, their teenage son, and two incredibly pampered 
dogs. When she isn’t writing, reading, binging Netflix, or planning her next trip, Karen avoids cooking and 
cleaning.  
2:00 PM, Refreshments and time to visit         
 2:30 PM, Program        Brief business meeting after speaker 
 
Still have your palm from Palm Sunday?   
If you do, Pastor Andrews is collecting them this week!  An old tradition of the Church is to take leftover 
palms from the previous celebration of Palm Sunday, and burn them down into ashes to be used on Ash 
Wednesday. On Palm Sunday, Christians take their palm branches home in order to have the reminder of 
the celebration of Christ in their home throughout the year, and when the season of Lent comes around 
again, they bring them back to the church to be burned down to ashes as the reminder that "dust you are, 
and to dust you shall return." 
 



Lenten Worship – Starts Feb. 26 
The time of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes with the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on 
Easter.  We offer the imposition of ashes on the forehead at two worship services on Ash Wednesday.  We 
come in a spirit of humility and repentance to receive grace and forgiveness from our Lord Jesus.  We have 
regular Wednesday evening services at 4:00 and 7:30 starting Feb. 26th (Ash Wed), then Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, 
and Apr. 1.  Our theme for these midweek services is “Living among the Bible’s Trees” as we explore how 
the Lord does His work through and near trees in creation, from “the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil” to “the tree of life” in His presence. 
 
Lenten Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
Lutheran Hour Ministries has made available to congregations the Lenten Devotions booklet “Deliver Us: 
Jesus Sets Us Free.”  This year's devotions were written by Dr. Kari Vo.  As you prepare your hearts for this 
Holy Season, please use these daily devotions to help you focus on the gift of eternal life we have received 
through the death and resurrection of Christ. Printed copies of these devotions are available in the narthex. 
Daily devotions are also available electronically via email from www.lhm.org and through the Lutheran 
Hour Ministries Daily Devotions app for smart phones and tablets.  
 
Our Redeemer Speaker and Breakfast: Sunday, March 15, 2020 
Mark your calendars!  Congregational President, John Anheier, of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Kansas City, will speak during the Sunday School hour (9:30 -10:30 AM) about Our Redeemer’s ongoing 
ministry.  This church proclaims Jesus Christ in their neighborhood and serves the physical needs of their 
community with clothing donations and utilities assistance during the winter and a year-round food bank. 
A breakfast will be served on the 15th with free-will offering to benefit Our Redeemer.  Watch church 
bulletins for breakfast menu and serving times.   
 
Planning committee for VBS 
St Matthews is looking for folks interested in serving on a planning committee for the upcoming VBS this 
summer. Please email (bjmiller23@gmail.com) or call Brandon Miller at 262-787-8364 if you would be 
interested in joining the committee or volunteering to help with VBS. The first committee meeting will be 
in late February-early March. Thank you! 
 
Reminder: Thrivent Choice Deadline March 31 
Eligible Thrivent members can recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable funding by 
directing Choice Dollars® to more than 40,000 churches and nonprofits enrolled in the program 
(including St. Matthew Lutheran Church and St. Matthew Preschool). Thrivent members become eligible 
for Thrivent Choice based on insurance premiums, contract values and Thrivent volunteer leadership. 
Thrivent Choice provides a platform for members to have a financial impact on the causes and nonprofits 
they care about. The deadline to designate any Thrivent Choice dollars received in 2019 is March 31, 2020. 
To learn more about Thrivent Choice dollars or to designate visit thrivent.com/choice or call 1-800-
Thrivent and say “Thrivent Choice®” at the prompt. 
 
Update Your Children's Contact Info  
If you have a child who is away from home as they further their education or serve in the military, please let 
us know in the church office, along with up-to-date contact information. You may also have adult children 
who have moved into their own apartment or home, yet still remain members here. With a fairly new 
database, we can use this information so that we can best serve your children in their faith, even as they are 
away from home! 
 
 

http://www.lhm.org/
mailto:bjmiller23@gmail.com


Help in Tax Season   
As we enter another tax season, we may have some members in need of assistance in filing their taxes. If you 
would be willing to help out, please let the church office know. 
 
Praying for our Call Committee 
We are in the process of meeting candidates for the position of Director of Family Life here at St. Matthew.  
Last weekend we met one, and this weekend we will meet another.  Receiving a new church worker could 
be a significant change for our congregation, so we are praying for discernment as we describe our ministry 
setting at St. Matthew and learn whether these candidates might fit well with our staff and congregation.  If 
the call committee recommends a candidate, we may hold a Special Voter’s Meeting this spring; if the call 
committee doesn’t recommend one of these two candidates, we will continue our process of identifying 
someone to serve.  Lord Jesus, hear us as we pray for laborers in the harvest.  We ask You to grant us faithful pastors 
and teachers who can nurture our faith, and encourage us to hold fast to You as our Savior.  Amen.  Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Otto 
 

   FELLOWSHIP & CARE ______________________________ 
 
Our Gifts to the Lord  

YTD Offering: $122,021          YTD Expenses: $115,069    YTD Budget: $126,614 
 
Worship & Christian Education – Weekend of February 15 & 16 
Attendance: 43, 106, 143 (292 Total)  Communion: 88 & 112 (200 Total) 

Visitors: -, 16 
Sun. School Attendance: 23   Adults: 67      Staff: 9      Offering:  

AM Bible Study: -   John Knox Bible Study: 15      Midweek Classes: 43 
 
Birthdays This Week 
Today: Timothy Johnson  Monday: Rilee Timms  Wednesday: Gregory Marshall, Paul Mulley, Sheryl 
Yankee   Thursday: Douglas Horn, Gabrielle Nielsen, Michael Nixon  Friday: McKenna Bamesberger, Sonja 
Bleckinger  Saturday: Richard Radtke 
 
Anniversaries This Week  
Today: Ray & Barb Parde Monday: Norm & Margaret Kressman  Wednesday: Tim & Erin Brown  Friday: 
Dan & Marilyn Whitlock 


   SERVING OTHERS  _________________________________ 
 
Hope House Collection for February 
Needs: Chapstick and hand sanitizer.  Donation box is in the narthex. 
 
Lee’s Summit Social Services 
During February we will be collecting canned fruit. Donations may be put inside the wooden cupboard next 
to the Sanctuary doors.                                                                                                                                        
 
LWML Mission Grant #7  
“Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families — Camp Restore Detroit” for $100,000, will fund the 
renovation of two previously abandoned houses into Christ-centered community outreach centers. Read 
more specifics about this grant in the March newsletter. Your mites count!  



   ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS __________________________ 
 
We Welcome Families with Children 
We invite all children to be present in worship with their families.  Each Sunday they may come forward for 
a children’s message with pastor.  We have a cry room at the back of church where parents and children 
may still see the service and hear it through a speaker in the room. 
 
Becoming a Member of St. Matthew   
We invite you to consider joining the fellowship of St. Matthew, to grow in faith and discipleship to our 
Lord Jesus.  To learn more about Lutheran beliefs, or to request to join the congregation through classes or 
transfer, please contact Pastor Otto at otto@gracefaithlove.org. 
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