
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of February 9th, 2020 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Young Children! 
 

FOMO, the Fear Of Missing Out – Many parents have said it; most have lived it.  They are concerned 
about all the things they are missing out on in church.  They’re here, but they can’t hear because 
they’re busy wrangling the children.  Just by being here, in the Lord’s house, your children are 
learning great things.  They are learning to value worship, to value hearing God’s Word, and to value 
receiving His forgiveness through Word and Sacrament.  They’re even learning the liturgy, the 
theology of the Church, and the rich beauty of our hymns.  But you are, too!  Sure, you can’t 
summarize the sermon, but you received the forgiveness of your sins, with the Lord’s help, you 
battled the devil’s temptation to sleep in and take it easy, and you gathered together with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ for encouragement and accountability.  If you really want to hear the 
sermon, we do post those on the church website! 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Sharing Some Goodwill – Go around your neighborhood or see if you can set up a donation at the 
office.  Collect things others no longer need and then donate them.  Goodwill is always an option, or 
you can find another local collection or shelter for people in need, like Rachel House, Hope House, or 
even the Lost and Found Thrift Store. 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Matthew 15-21!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Matthew 5:23-24 – “23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 

 

-Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise    LSB 394, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
 

-Psalm: 92 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Lord’s Prayer, Introduction and First Petition 
on pg. 19-20. Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Close of the Commandments and its 
meaning, pg. 120-127. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
 FOR STARTERS: Pour half a glass of vinegar. Give a tarnished penny to each family member and let them 
drop it in the vinegar. Retrieve the pennies with a spoon and place them still wet on a paper towel. Let each 
person lightly sprinkle some salt on his coin. Watch what happens. The granules of salt penetrate the tarnish 
and leave a tarnish-free spot. Talk about how each family member is like salt and can penetrate the world with 
God’s love.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Matthew 5:13-16  
 
KEY VERSE: Matthew 5:16: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Jesus says that we are like what two things? (Salt and light.) What happens to salt when it 
loses its saltiness? (It is thrown out.) What do you not do when you light a lamp? (You do not put it under a 
basket.) What are we a light to? (The world.) What does it mean that we should be like salt and light? (Salt and 
light penetrate. One adds flavor and preserves and the other gets rid of the darkness.) How do people let their 
lights shine in front of others? (By showing acts of love to others in Jesus’ name and by telling others about 
Jesus.)  
Who will you be salt and light to by sharing God’s love and sharing the good news of Jesus? What specific 
things will you do?  
 
PRAYER: Pray for ways to be salt and light to people in your circle of influence. Include specific people and 
ways to shine the love of Jesus into their darkness. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 Use a large container of salt as the central saltshaker for your table. On the container write the names of 
various people that your family is praying for. Pray for these people during family time, after dinner, or maybe 
every time you use the salt. Share with each other how you plan to be salt of the earth to these people. 


